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The letters of Mr. Cray and Mr. Van Burney, in reply 
to enquiries for their respective opinions upon the 
propriety of ratifying the treaty for annexing Texas 
to the Union, inserted in this number of the Register, 
in which both of them decidedly disapprove of the 
treaty, leave bul® little prospect of its being ratified 
by the senate, at least in the present position of our 
relations with Mexico, and of Mexico with Texas.— 
The opinions of two such distinguished statesmen, 
having enjoyed such opportunities as they have of 
judging—and situated as they are in relation to each 
other, and in relation to publie opinion, must give 
great weight lo a joint opinion from them, to say 
nothing of the arguments which each of them employs, 
bringing thei to results almost identical. 
Mr. Tyier, ov the other hand, it is evident has so 
far ashe could, identified Texas nneralion, with his 
chance for ai electuon to the next presicency. 


a 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 








Tue Secretary or tie Treasury. John C. Spens| 
eer, esq. has resigned the office of secretary of the 
treasury. 

NATIONAL FINANCES. The condition of the fis- 
cal departuent under the operation of the existing | 
tariff and the revival of business generally, as ex-| 
hibited by the report of the secretary of the treasury | 
to congress, up tothe 29th February, 1844, fully | 
sustains our most sanguine predictions. We took’ 
oceasion some time since, to intimate that the secre- | 
tary had taken special care, as be was bound to do, 





notin his estimates to overrate the probable receipts. | 617 73. In addition to which there wil! be required | 
| for indeffinate appropriaticns for the service of the | 


A financier should always be on the safe side. 
In the report made to congress December 15, | 
1842. by the secretary of the treasury, the receipts for | 
the year ending 30th June, 1844, were estimated at| 
From customs, $16,000,090 | 
From lands, 2,700,000 | 
From miscellaneous sources 150 000 | 
et 
Making atotalof @® $18,950,000 | 
In the report submitted by the secretary of the | 
treasury on the 6th December, 1843, to the congress 
now in session, that oflicer estimates the receipts, 
with the lights then before him, including one quarter | 
estimated for the fiscaj yearending 30th June, 1844, at 
k'rom customs, $17,432,272 09 | 
From lands, 
From other sources, 








$19,455,013 74 

By his subsequent report, not of estimates, but of 

actual results, made up to the 29th February, 1844, 

it appears that the receipts from the Ist July, 1843, 
to that period were, 
From customs, 

From lands, 
From incidentals, 


$15,102,688 26 
1,337,052 79 
82,208 62 





$16,521,949 67 

And his estimates of receipts for the 

residue of the fiscal year, to June 
30th is, From customs, 


45,600,000 00 
From lands, 


600,000 00 





Total for the year, €99.721,949 67 
Excess of receipts as then estimated, over his esti- 
mates of December last, $3,266,935 93. This shows 
that the treasurer made a very safe, if not a very neat 
guess, at his receipts, in his annual report. If he 
has been as cautious in estimating for the residue of 
the year, which we suspect he hus, the receipts will 
be Five MILLIONS oF DOLLARS beyond his official es- 
timates in bis annual report of December lest. If 
AVI Vol.—Sig. 10. 
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the Yankees are as good at guessing as they are re- 
puted to be, they ought to beat the secretary at it, 
considering the chances he has had asa public officer 
in charge of all the data. 
The balance in the treasury on the Ist July, 1843, 
was $10,434,507 55 
Tue receipts from that time till 
29th February, 1844, were 
From customs, $15,102,688 26 
Lands,’ 1,337,052 79 
Incidentals, 84.208 62 
Loan of 1843, 70,231 35 
Treasury notes 1,919,800 00 


TO ieee aitinmmeremetereiaimemson ume SE ROG ec. tt eae 


GENERAL oORDERS—No. 17. 
War department, adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, vipril 20, 1844. 

I. The foregoing instructions of the president are 
published for the government of the army, and the 
following is the arrangementof military geographical 
divisions and departments made under them: 

Western division. The country west of a line 
drawn from Fond du lac, Lake Superior, to Cape 
Sable, Florida, and embracing the part of Wisconsin 
Territory west of said line; Jowa Territory; the states 


| of Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkan- 

















sas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama; West Flo- 


$18,513,981 02) rida; and the ladian country west of the Mississippi 
| river, 
$28 948,488 57 | 


Eastern division. The states of Maine, N. Hamp- 


Tue payments, for the same period have been, shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 


For civil list, miscellaneous, and foreign inter-| 


course, $3,530,065 13 
Military, 6,174,435 13 
Naval, 4,703,956 13 


Reimbursing trea- 
sury notes, 

Interest on treasu- 
ry notes 547,286 67 

Do. on public debt 647,484 97 


9,758,711 49 
? 





495,361,048 93 





Balance in the treasury 
Ist March, 1844, $3,587,439 64 
From this datum. it would appear that the annual 
amount of the NATIONAL DEBT, including treasury 
notes as a part of said debt, has been reduced 
$7,778.6380 14, between the Ist July, 1543 and the 
29th February, 1844—Thus— 
Amount of treasury notes redeemed $9,758,711 49 


‘Amount rece‘ved for 


treasury notes 
Leceipts for loans 
for 1843, 


1,919,300 00 


70,231 35 


————— 41,990,031 35 





Showing a reduction of in- 
debtedness of 37,778,680 14 
This if correct, we considera very clever exhibit. 
The treasurer reports a balance of specific appro- 
priations unexpended, Ist Mareh, 1844, of $12,399- 


balance of the fiscal year, about $750,000, including 
interest on the public debt. 





THE ARMY. 
War department, 4pril 16, 18 $4. 
By direction of the president, general order No. 


40, of July 12, 1842, districting the United States: 


intg nine military departments, Is rescinded, and the 
country is hereby divided into two military geogra- 


| phical divisions, the boundaries of which will be the 


same as those established at the reduction of the ar- 
my in 1821, with the exception of the present 4th and 
9th military departments, which will not be includ- 
ed in either division. 


1,945,870 22|° Brevet major general Gaines will be assigned to 
76,871 43 


'the command of the western, and brigadier general 
| Wool, to the command of the castern division. Bre- 


i vet brigadier generals Brady and Worth will con- 


‘tinue in command of their present departments, the 


| 4th and 9th. 


| 

| partments above named, will receive their orders 
from the major general commanding the army, and 
| will? communicate with him through the adjutant 
general. Correspondence on official subjects with 
| the president cr secretary of war is prohibited. 

It may be necessary to issue orders direct from 
general head quurters at Washiagton to officers other 
than the commanders of divisions or departments, 
,and, to avoid delay, they may send their reports to 


chanuel of correspondence; but in all such depar- 
tures from the established rule, copies of the orders, 
reports, &c, must, ul the same time, be furnished to 
the proper commander, 

Commanders of divisions and departments will 
give timely infor:nation of any intended absence from 
their head quarters, except in cases of emergency, 
when the circumstances rendering their absence ne- 
cessary will be reported. 

WM. WILKINS, secretary of war. 





necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, S. 
Carolina, and Georgia. 

4th Military department. The states of Ohio, In- 
diana and Michigan, and that part of Wisconsin ter- 
ritory not included in the western division. 

Ith Military department. East and Middle Florida. 


Until otherwise directed, the present arrangement 
of military departments Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
will be continued, and the senior officer in each will 
report to, and receive instructions from the com- 
manders of divisions. 

If, Brevet major general Gaines is assigned to the 
command of the western, and brigadier gen. Wool, 
to the command of the eastern division, and will, 
for the present, establish their head quarters, re- 





; 


The generals in command of the divisions and de-| 


the adjutant general wilhout observing the ordinary | 


spectively, at N. Orleans, Louisiana, and Troy, N. Y. 
| ‘The head quarters of departments will remain as 
| now establisued, except the head quarters of the 5th 
department, which will be at Fort Columbus, N. Y. 
lil. Commanders of divisions, and of the 4th and 
; 9th military departments will forward monthly re- 
| turns to the head quarters of the army as prescribed 
| by ‘general orders” No. 41, of 1842. 
| IV. The authority to grant leaves of absence as 
conferred by the regulation of the war department 
| of July 16, 1542, is restricted to the commanders of 
divisions, and of the 4th and 9th mulitary depart- 
‘ments. By order, L.. THOMAS. 
Assistant adjutant general. 


_—--—— 


ComPpLuiMenT TO Wapvy Tompson. 
nister to Mexico, in passing through 


>’ 


Our Jate mi- 
Mobile on his 
| way home was invited by the citizens to partake of 

a public dinner. The following is the correspon- 
dence, which we copy from the Mobile Register of 

t’.e 18th iust. 

Waverly House, Mobile, 2pril 16, 1844. 

Hon. Waddy Thempson: 
| Dear sin: At a meeting of the citizens of Mobile, 

held at this place, to-day, the undersigned were ap- 

pointed a committec to tender to you the hospitalities 

of our city, and to transmit the enclosed resolutions, 
| which were unanimously adopted by the meeting. 
| Your able and efficient diplomatic career, as the 
‘minister of government to Mexico, is deserving of 
all praise, and as endeared you to the heart of eve- 
ry American. Yourconducthas been signalized not 
only by the wisdom of the diplomatist, but the phi- 
‘lanihropy of a noble wature, and the courageous 
devotion of a friend. 
| Our relations with the government of Mexico 
have become exceedingly important. ‘Texas is an 
|intervening territory,and we confess we feel thet 
| the fate of that republic is of vital concern to oyr 
‘country. While you were at your post we felt se- 
leure. The interésts of our government and the 
'condition of any of its children, whom chanee may 
|havethrown ilo that country, we felt certain met 
| with your vigilant oversight and protection. Whi'e 
duly engaged in the responsible duties of your high 
office, you yet found time, in obedience to the dic- 
tates of humanity, to throw the broad shield of Ame- 
rican influence over those who were suffering and by 
your noble eflurts have sent joy into many troubled 
bearts. 

Permit us, therefore, individually, as well as in be. 
half of our fellow citizens, to assure you of our 
high sense of your worth, and to solicit your accep~ 
tance of the invitation herewith tendered. 
| Very respecifulty, your obedient servants, 

G. F. Linpsay, and others—committee. 
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Mr. Tuompson’s Repuy.. . . 
Mansion House, Mibile; April 16, 1844. 

Geytiemen: I have the honor to acknowledge.the’ 
receipt of your kind, your too kind and flattering 
note of this date, inviting me, in the name of the 
citizens of Mobile, without distinction of party, to a 
public dinner. If I had desired or looked to any 
other reward for my humble public services than the 
consciousness, of an honest effort.to discharge my 
duty, and the happiness of having made’ others hap- 
py, such a tribute from the ciiizens of Mobile, and 
conveyed in-the manner in which it has been done, | 


greatly exceeds both my expection and merits; and| 10 *T.B. Osborne, 1,673 W.S. Pomeroy, 1,649 36 
J must be permitted to add, that its value. is greatly | 11 *Eli T. Hoyt, 1.529 Sam’ S. Gray. 1.493 32 
enhanced’ by the consideration that it is tendered 3 Bacis Meat ect be ioe oan 
without disti party. Ihave been astron xed. Warun, ‘ M. Burgess, = 4,193 

party mah--péerhaps I may ve. so again. Sey 1 15 *Abijah Catlin 1,440 O.S. Seymour, 1,337 194 
party feelings cannot cross salt watér, and J cannot] j¢ 7° We Peter aaa *Silas Hodley * 3°590 197 
well conceive ‘how any one can leave our free and} 17 *Pyi)5 Kellogg, 1.433 Ralph Deming, 1390 58 
blessed country, without also Jeaving all such feel. 18 Daniel Russell, 929 *H.D.Smith, . 1,096 53 


ings behind him. “ Be 
' My separation from my family has been Jong and 
painful, resulting from causes which I could not 
control nor disregard without adereliction of duty; 
and my impatience increases every moment as I ap-. 
proach my home.. | beg that you will excuse me 
‘for not accepting your kind invitation. But as ] 


shall not be able to leave Mobile until to-morrow. REPAESTSL ATION. 
evening, I shall be most happy to meet my friends of : Senate. House  — Joint Ballott. 
this city, at any time and place which they may de- Whig, 14 104 118 } 
signate. Shak it i ‘ | Loco Foco, 7 80 87 
With great respect, your obedient servant, Pat wie —_ — 
-°. WADDY THOMPSON. {| Whig majority = 7 24 31 


To Messrs. G. F. Linpsay, Joun Gave, and others, 
committee. 





Thos. Jerrerson’s LETTER TO Hezextan Nixes. 
We should like to have an account of. the adven- 
tures of the letter of which the following is a copy, 
and which has fallen some way or other into the 
hands of “the Paris correspondent of the’ Boston .41- 
das, who, in his better dated the Ist- March, 1844; 
amongst many other interesting ‘things, says— 

“The autograph mania is raging here, just now— 
and those of real-value bring enormous prices... ] 
recently attended a sale‘of a collection, by. the cre- 
ditors of the collector, who had not only spent his 
‘own property, but borrowed farge sums that he 
might pursne his favorite science. Poor Autographile, 
it was painful to watch the sad expressron of his, 
countenance, as he saw the treasures which he had 
collected with so much care, scattered abroad; yet a 
smile of exultation would flit across his face, as 
some favorite was knocked down for a high price. 
A letter of Galileo’s brought 399 francs, Calvin 135. 
Fenelon 307, Marie Antomette 170, lord Nelson, 120, 
&e. There area great nnmnber of American auto- 
graphs in: Paris, most of them brought over by the 
French troops who aided us in our revolutionary 
struggle, while others have been written to and by 
our ministers. I am now in treaty for a letter of 
Franklin to Marat, giving him an account of some 
electrical experiments, and endorsed by the latter. | 
The following may not be uninteresting to you or 
unprofitable to your readers. 

‘Monticello, May 6, 26. 

“Dear sir—Having been lately engaged in index- 
ing my memorandum book of the last year, [ ob- 
served your name. not to be in it. ‘This fact sug- 
gésts to me that [ must have forgotten the annus! re- 
mittance to you. Itherefore now enclose you 10 D. 
for the past and present dues. My memory fails 
too much to be depended on, but if you would send 
a.script of a note with a paper closing the year, 
this should not happen, and you would oblige me by 


the aid to my recollection. With this repsration-of | Selloian, C.S. W. Dorsey, A. Randall, B. E. Gantt, | 


my wrong, accept the asstrance of my esteem and | 
respect. “TH: JEFFERSON. 

‘To Mr. Nixes, Baltimore.” 

From my experience in that honorable corps who 
“write for glory and print on truss,” | should re- 
commend the above letter to be kept before the people, 
as sound Jeffersonian doctrine. 
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STATES OF THE UNTON, 
. 


CONNECTICUT ELECTION—Offcial. 
FOR GOVERNOR. 





Roger S. Baldwin. 
Dist. 


20 Miner Grant, 
21. *Sessions Lawson, 972 Horace Taylor, 


*230 votes returned for Roger 
, 

FOR SENATOR. 

Whig. — Leoeo. Abol. 

1 *Romeo Lowery, 2,376 W. J. Hamersley 1,905. 123 

2 *Geo, Plummer, . 1.722 T. We'les, . 1,658 16 

3 *Tracy Peck, 1.875 Noble Towner, 1,722 140 


Baldwin, instead-of 


‘5 *Nelson Newton, 1,715 J. A. Darling, 1,450 26 
5 *Nerton J. Buel, 1.775 Hiram Osborn, 1,499 48 
6 Philo’ Pratt. 1:567°*Sam'l Spencer, 1.66% 297 
7 J. F. Trombull,. 1,014 *Noyes Billings, 1.206, 61 
8 *C. W. Rockwell, 1.413 AsherP Brown, 1,299., 82) 


9 *R. E. Seiden, Jr. 1.051 J. B. Rogers, 1,032 95 


1,174 J. L’'Hommedieu, 1,150 98 
870 *Orson Wood, 958 638 
905 49 
_ Total, 29,961 28,592 1,692 
Total. 60,245, Whig over Loco 1,369. 
*Elected—15 whius, 6 locos. 


19 *Henry Taintor, 








Contested (house) 4 (locos) no choice, 27. 
{Hartford Times. 





PENNSYLVANIA. State Credit. That every delin- 
quent state in the Union would in a short time be 
constrained by the force of public opinion, to adopt 
measures for redeeming and adegnately sustaining 
its faith and credit, we have never doubted, and | 
have taken frequent occasion so tosay. The legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania during the last week of their 
session, which closed on the 3u ult., finally passed the 
revenue bill which the popular branch of that body 


= 
Cecil cownty.— James L. Craig, J. H. Jamer, John 
Janney, Lewis S. Todd; John B.’Yarnail. 

Kent county.—James B. Ricaud, Geo. Vickers 
Wm. Maffitt; W. S. Constable. 
Talbot cownty.—T. W. Lockerman, John Harring- 
ton, Geo.-T. Tilghman, G. Dudley. 

_.Prince George’s county.—R. L. Jenkins, James 
Harper, Samuel Arnold,’'Truman Belt, George W. 
Duvall. ' amine reranarongain 

St. Mary county.—John W. Besnett, W. Coad, J. 
M:’S. Causin; B: fF. Heafd.* 4 © F-  * 
Hartford. cownty>+H. HH. Archer, Dr. J. Mont- 
gomery, G. W. Bradford, W. B. Bond, F.T. Amos. 

Calvert county.—G. W. Weems, T. J. Hellen, J. 
G. Mackall, A.R. Sollers. .. - 

Tueopore M. ‘Lockerman Esq., of Talbot county, 
was called upen to preside. .Vice presidents .9. R. Sol- 
lers, of Calvert, J. Baer, of Fredrick, J. B. Ricaud, 
of Kent, B. C. Ross of Baltimore city. Sécretaries B. 
C. Gantt, G. Vickers, and J. R. Eccleston. 

Several persons weré spoken of and advocated for 
Governor, and some half dozen ballotings took place, 
which finally resulted in the convention naming 
Tuomas G. Prart, of Prince George county; whose 
election the members of the convention unanimous. 
ly pledged themselves to use every honorable effort 
to secure. ' 

The convention adopted various arrangements, ap- 
pointed committees &c. with a view’ to conducting 
the electioneering campaign. 


The convention re-assembled, informally, on the Ist 


lof May, for the purpose of interchanging salutations 


with Mr. Pratt, the nominee, who in the meantime 
had reached the city.. The president of the conven- 
tion addressed a few spirited and appropriate remarks 
on introducing Mr. Prarr, who rose and addressed 
the convention in avery eloquent manner. He said 
he would not declare that he felt-honored and flatter- 
ed by the nommation he had received, for such lan- 
guage would come far short of expressing’his real 
feelings on the oecasion. + His feelings were those-of 
subdued-consciousness of the responsibility the posi- 
tron he now occupied devolvedupon him... He took 
occasion to remark thatif elected he would.be go- 
verned in the discharge of his duties by the opinions 





stood up gallantly in support of. A committee of 
conference reconciled the difference that existed be- 
tween the two branches. The bifl levies a tax of 
three mills in the hundred dollars, on all the assessa- 
bie property of the state. It also proposes to sell the 
public works, 1f they can obtain the stipulated prices 
—20 millions of dollars for the main line from Phiia- 
delphia to Pittsburg,—three fourths of which, is to be 
paid before possession, and so on. 


The governor promptly signed the revenue bill, but 
vetoed the appropriation bill, upon the ground of its 
interfering with the salaries of the judiciary secured 
by constitution. 





Maryuanp. FWhig Gubernatorial State Convention. 
A convention composed of delegates from the seve- 
ral counties and from the city of Baltimore, assem- 
bled in Baltamore on Tuesday the 30th ult. 


The following gentlemen composed the delegates: 

Allegany county.—John Hoye, Leonard Shircliff, 
Ed. McCarty, James H, Hoblitzell, Henry Bruce. 

Washington county.—John Miller, T. E. Buchanan, 
Elias Davis, J. D. Romain, Horace Risley. 

Frederick county.—L. P. Balch, Griffin Taylor, 
Robert Annan, Dr. J. Baer, Francis Brengle, Rich- 
ard Coale. 

Carroll cownty.—Joshua C. Gist, M. G. Cockey, 
W. Shepard, John Wadlow, Jonas Deal. 

Anne Arundel county.—Thomas S. Alexander, R. 


C. R. Stewart. 
Charles county.— Walton M. Miller, P. W. Crain, 
John Hughes, J. J. Jenkins. 


Montgomery county.—Ephraim Gaither, Phil Biays, 
R. J. Bowie, John Poole, Dr. 'T’. Pool. 

Baltimore eitty.—Peter Fenby, N.L. Wood, Ai. W- 
Bradford, Asa Needham, B. C. Ross, C. H. Fitts. 

Baltimore county —W. W. Keyser, W. Tagart, 
Jas. Turner, Josiah March, F. A. Gatch, E.G. Kil- 
bourne. 

Queen Inn's county.—John Brown, J. B. Spenger, 
Mathias George, Dr. Samuel Harper. 











Cleveland. Baldwin. Gilletle. Scat. 

Hartford county, 5 356 6,006 282 6 
New Haven * 4 650 5 065 299 Q | 
New London “ 3,564 3 539 254 3 | 
Fairfield 6 4,400 4 305 idl Q 
Windham ee 9.420 2 296 425 ] 
Liteh field si 4 281 *4 398 384 0 
Middlesex  ‘* 2 982 2 124 145 2 
Tolland - 1,893 1,860 lil 3 
23'846 ~~ 30,093 1,97! 19 


Dorchester countu.—James Thompson, Joseph R. 
| Eccleston, J. R. Keene, J. R. Martin, H. L. Me- 
| Namara. 


| John Turner, Danial Ballard, Jas. Brittingham, J. 
R. Handy. 


Martin. 





Jacob C.. Wilson, Win. Hardcastle. 


Somerset coonnty.—Edward Long, J. B. Rider, 


Worcester county Teagle Townsend, Zadock P. 
Henry, Dr. W. R. Selby, Edw. Lambdin, Dr. J. 5S. 


Caroline county —Abrabam Jump, John Nichols, 


i tive of the entire whig party of the state, and would 
'devote his best energies to the advancement of the 
interests of the whole people. He would diseard all 
sectional feeling, and would equally attend to. the 
weifare of all portions of the state. -After other ad- 
dresses from Mr. Lockerman, Mr Ricaud, &e. the 
convention finally adjourned. 


A Trier Stare Convention assembled at Balti- 
more on the 29thinst. The merican states, that of 
about one hundred and seventy delegates named, only 
forty four altended.. , 
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WilIG NATIONAL PRESIDENTIAL CON- 
VENTION. 
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A convention composed of delegates from each state 
of the Union, selected by the whigs of the several states 
or congressional districts, assembled at the city. of Bal- 
timore on the Ist of May .1844, for the purpose of 
nominating candidates for president and vice presi- 
dent of the United. States at the election in Novem- 
ber next. 

The convention assembled at 11-o’clock, at the 
Universalist church, and on the names of the. dele- 
gates appointed being called. over, it was found that 
the representation of each state was entire, as fol- 
| lows: 

Maine. “Moses L. Appleton, David Bronson, John 
Hubbard, Josiah S. Little, Robert Goodenow, Lucius 
H. Chandler, Wm. G. Crosby, Abraham Sanborn, 
| Noah Smith, jr. 





} 





New Hampshire. Ichabod Goodwin, Alfred W. 
Haven, Horace L. Hazelton, Benj. M. Fraley, Phi- 
neas Henderson, Joseph Sawyer. 

Massachusetts. Abbott Lawrence, George Hall, 
Jonathan Chapman, Leverett Siitonstall, Dennis 
Condry, Solomon Strong, Thomas Kinnicutt, Geo. 
T. Davis, Wm. C. Plunkett, David A. Simmons, Wm. 
A. Crocker, George B. Upton. 

Rhode Island. Robert B. Cranston, Samuel F. 
Man, Charles Jackson, Elisha Harris. 

Vermont. Henry Bradley, Charlies Paine, Calvin 
Townsley, J. H. Harris, John Peck, Erastus Fair- 
banks. 

Connecticut. J.W. Huntington,, Dennis Kimber- 
ly, Wm. W. Elisworth, Samuel D, Hubbard, Solo- 
mon Payne, Truman Smith. 

New York. Erastus Root, John A. Collier, Abra- 
ham T’. Rose, David A. Bokee, Jas, Van Norshand, 
Benjamin Drake, Edward Mipturg,, Dudley Selden, 
Jeremiah . Pierson.. Pefer H. Schenk, Wm. C. Has- 
Tbrouck, James N. Mitchell, William Miller, Samuel 





of no manor setof men. He would be the representa- | 
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jimin 3d; Horatio G. Philips 2nd.; Nathaniel Ben-) ,,, vr ina highly appropriate and eloquent | that thereby the harmonious ac Rereiinentbe wo 
ror, Patrick G. Geode 6 iilips 4th; John Johnson 5th; | roryaat be lhe president pro. lem. then ¢ cy | might be pr ' is action of the convention 
‘och x. Goode, 6th; Abel Raws wth. ’| following g panigut - then announced the | | > promoted. {Applause. 
stat , ae? ee ; tawson, 7tl ; entlemen a: eS oa ee owed iT i 
~ae Trimble; , W. Cla, Turpin Daughters, Sth; Joln rs high Lin Alaa aate idiomas Scie nian cit Tie La ee 
aries + Laylor, Thomas Worthington. 9th: T C) Biw Hon. AMBROSE Bea Mr. R. Johnson stated tl 
ago hen cage Kelly, 11h; ‘ae Pony, Pt apie : oe - shay sob of New York. | ed from John M. Clayton a eer gm pene receiv- 
oh Menager, 13th; Joseph Brinke bear, seb WM. G.C ay ae read by Mr. Ridgely, mol” -h on motion was 
presi- se, 15th; Colse ts iker, 14th; Daniel Comer- M. G. CROSBY, Maine. a gely, of Del. Its design wa: a 
i. D Che ke te 16th; John Hildt, sr. 17th; Pocaep ier GOODWIN, New Hampshire | Fon ghoage Clayton's position in sdnseh ie - yt ng 
Green. Ps A Pa mn L. Brewer, J. Andrews, A. D.| “EVERETT SALTONSTALL. Mass: ° | SHOR As: vEC® president. Such a nomination he hé 
» Bs fae rman. J. Mason. A. J. Endl ate SAML. F. MANN-Rhode sL, Massachusetts, | bever sought, and had once bef ’ ie had 
t the J. Harris, 19th; inven vy. W g.fbe de Rad ey, 18th; . aa 2 oe NN; Rhode Island.» Since doing s e vetore publicly declined. 
2st; J. oth; ‘seorge i. Wallis. 20th; Geo. A. Gov. PAINE, Vermont. ai loing sc, a convention of his ov 
Pabst i : j ee Geo. Q. Baker, 21; A. Hirt 18 Gov. ELLSWORTH, Cannecticut ia be ifort name in Abthtnetibe Sir tens ae 
F ndiana. Jas. Rariden, S Vigil J tech. ht . o be misunders ei ithe Mew 5 
s fol ‘hristian FS bg tamara aanees Ist dist.; pci Ne once di Oe Jersey. be instantly Sihdeate gh Wndoee aa os narae en 
C. Dunn Be ib B Se ° oyer, avi oyer Sam! J M. ST . aN, elaware express f , 5S i cring vata general 
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4 ay, Donsus Nicholas alll; ; } ° ratseworth’ tha ; : 0 
a ser, G. W Wood icholas, R Li Douglass, M. Sweet~ ISAAC asthe ah one “en sagem hey the sentiments of the ete 
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Mr. Tuompson’s Repriy. . 
Mansion House, Mibile; April 16, 1844. 

Gentiemen: | have the honor to acknowledge.the’ 
receipt of. your kind, your too kind and flattering 
note of this date, inviting me, in the name of the 
citizens of Mobile, without distinction of party, to a 
public dinner. If I had desired or looked to any 
other reward for my humble public services than the 
consciousness. of an honest .effort.to discharge. my 
duty, and the happiness of having made: others hap- 
py, such a tribute from the citizens of Mobile, and 
conveyed in-the manner in which it has been done, [ 


] 
greatly exceeds both my expection and merits; and/10 *7.B. Osborne, 1 
] must be permitted to add, that its value. is greatly | 11 


enhanced’ by the consideration that it is tendered 
without distinction of party. Ihave been a strong 
party mat—perhaps I may be so again. But my 
party feelings cannot cross salt watér, and J cannot 
well conceive how any one can leave our free and 
blessed country, without also leaving all such feel- 
ings behind him. — . ° 


- My separation from my family has been long and|20 Miner Grant, 
painful, resulting from causes which I could not) 21. *Sessions Lawson, 972 Horace Taylor, 


control nor disregard without a-dereliction of duty; 
and my impatience increases every moment as I ap-. 
proach my home.. | beg that you will excuse me 
* for not accepting your kind invitation. But as] 
shall not be able to leave Mobile until to-morrow. 
evening, I shall be most happy to meet my friends of 
this city, at any time and place which they may de- 
signate. ” 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

- . WADDY THOMPSON. 
To Messrs. G. F. Linpsay, Joun Gauge, and others, 
committee. 





Thos. Jerrerson’s LeTrerR TO Hezextan Nixes. 
We should like to have an account of. the adven- 
tures of the letter of which the following is a copy, 
and which has fallen some way or other into the 
hands of ‘the Paris correspondent of the’ Boston - 
las, who, in his letter dated the Ist- March, 1844; 
amongst many other interesting ‘things, says— 

“The autograph mania is raging here, just now— 
and those of real value bring enormous prices, ] 
recently attended a sale of a collection, by. the cre- 
ditors of the collector, who had not only spent his 
‘own property, but borrowed farge sums that he 
might pursne his favorite science. Poor Autographile, 
it was painful to watch the sad expression of his. 
countenance, as he saw the treasures which he had 
collected with so much care, scattered abroad; yet a 
smile of exultation would flit across his face, as 
some favorite was knocked down for a high price. 
A letter of Galileo’s brought 399 frances, Calvin 135. 
Fenelon 307, Marie Antomette 170, lord Nelson, 120, 
&e. There are a great nnmber of American auto- 
graphs in: Paris, most of them brought over by the 
French troops who aided us in our revolutionary 
struggle, while others have been written to and by 
our ministers. I am. now in treaty for a letter of 
Franklin to Marat, giving him an aceount of some 
electrical experiments, and endorsed by the latter. | 
The following may not be uninteresting to you or 
unprofitable to your readers. 

; ‘Monticello, May 6, °26. 

“Dear sir—Having been lately engaged in index- 
ing my memorandum book of the last year, I ob- 
served your name. not to bein it. This fact sug- 
gests to me that I must have forgotten the annul re- 
mittance to you. I therefore now enclose you T0 D. 
for the past and present dues. My memory fails 
too much to be depended on, but if you would send 
a.script of a note with a paper closing the year, 
this should not happen, and you would oblige me by 
the aid to my recollection. With this repsration-of 
my wrong, accept the assurance of my esteem and | 
respect. “TH: JEFFERSON. 

‘To Mr. Nixes, Baltimore.” 

From my experience in that honorable corps who 
“write for glory and print on truss,” J should re- 
cominend the above letter to be kept before the people, 
as sound Jeffersonian doctrine. 
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STATES OF THE UNTION, 
» 


CONNECTICUT ELECTION— Official. 
FOR GOVERNOR. 








P14 *W., Lyon, 3d, 


15 *Abijah Catlin, 1,440 O.S.Seymour, 1,337 194 
16 L. W. Cutler, 1,453 *Silas Hodley, 1.520 127 
17 *Philo Kellogg, 1.433 Ralph Deming, 1.390 58 
18 Daniel Russell, 929 *H. D. Smith, 1,096 53 


*230 vote returned for Roger Baldwin, instead: of 
Roger 8S. Baldwin. abe 
! FOR SENATOR. 
Whig. Loco. Abol. 
2.376 W. J. Hamersley 1,995. 123 
1,722 'T. We'les, . 1,658 16 
1.4875 Noble Towner, 1,722 140 
1,715 J. A. Darling, 1,450 26 
1.775 Hiram Osborn, 1,499 48 
Philo’ Pratt, 1:567°*Sam’l Spencer, 1.664 29 
J. F. Trumbull, 1.014 *Noyes Billings, 1,206. 61, 
*C. W. Rockwell, 1.413 AsherP Brown, 1,299. 82) 


Dist. 
1 *Roameo Lowery, 
2 *Geo, Plummer, 

3 *Tracy Peck, 

‘5 *Nelson Newton, 
- *Norton J. Buel, 
7 

8 

9 


_ 


1.051 J. B. Rogers, 1,032 95 
73 W.S. Pomeroy, 1,649 36 
1,529 Sami S. Gray. 1.493 32 
“1,611 H. A.-Mirchell, 1,208 63 
1,070 *M. Burgess, 3,193 128 
1,219 Vernon Stiles, 1.218 285 


_ 


*R.E. Seiden, Ir. 


*Eli T. Hoyt, 
12 *Darius Mead, 
13 . Geo. Martin, 


1,174 J. L’Hommedieu, 1,150 98 
870 *Orson Wood, 958 68 
905 49. 


——=- 


28,592 1,692 


19 *Henry Taintor, 








. Total, 29 961 
Total. 60,245, Whig over Loco 1,369. 
*Flected—15 whius, 6 locos. 


RECAPITULATION. 
Senate. House Joint Ballott. 
Whig, 14 104 118 } 
Loco Foco, 7 80 87 
Whig majority 7 24 3l 


Contested (house) 4 (locos) no choice, 27. 
[Hartford Times. 


—_--—— 


PennsyLvanta. State Credit. That every delin- 
quent state in the Union would in a shart time be 
constrained by the force of public opinion, to adopt 
measures for redeeming and adequately sustaining 
its faith and credit, we have never doubted, and 
have taken frequent occasion so tosay. The legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania during the last week of their 
session, which closed on the 3u ult., finally passed the 
revenue bill which the popular branch of that body 


~ patentee 
Cecil county.—James L. Craig, J. H. Jamer, John 


Janney, Lewis 8. Todd; John B.’Yarnail. 


Kent county.—James B. Ricaud, Geo. Vickers, 


Wm. Maffitt; W. S. Constable. 


Talbot county.—T. W. Lockerman, John Harring- 


ton, Geo.-T. Tilghman, G. Dudley. 


Prince George’s county.—R. L. Jenkins, James 


Harper, Samuel Arnold, Truman Belt, George W. 
Duvall. 


’ 


M:’S. Causin; BI. Heafd.” 4 © *-" 
Hartford. cownty—-H. H.° Archer, Dr. J. Mont- 
gomery, G. W. Bradford, W. B. Bond, F:T. Aros. 

Calvert county.—G. W. Weems, T. J. Hellen, J. 
G. Mackall, A.R. Sollers..— - 

Tueopore RM. Lockerman Esq., of Talbot county, 
was called upen to preside. .Vice presidents .9. R. Sol- 
lers, of Calvert, J. Baer, of Fredrick, J. B. Ricaud, 


St. Mary county.—John W, Bennett, W, Coad, J. 


of Kent, B. C. Ross of Baltimore city. Secretaries B, 


C. Gantt, G. Vickers, and J. R. Eccleston. 

Several persons weré spoken of and advocated for 
Governor, and some half dozen ballotings took place, 
which finally resulted in the convention naming 
Tuomas G. Prart,of Prince George county} whose 
election the members of the convention unanimous. 
ly pledged themselves to use every honorable effort 
to secure. 

The convention adopted various arrangements, ap- 
pointed committees &c. with a view’ to conducting 
the electioneering campaign. 


The convention re-assembled, informally, on the Ist 


lof May, for the purpose of interchanging salutations 


with Mr. Prarr, the nominee, who in the meantime 
had reached the city.. The president of the cofven- 
tion addressed a few spirited and appropriate remarks 
on introducing Mr. Prarr, who rose and addressed 
the convention in avery eloquent manner. He said 
he would not declare that he felt-honored and-flatter- 
ed by the nomination he had received, for such lan- 
guage would come far short of expressing’his real 
feelings on the occasion. « His feelings were those of 
subdued-consciousness of the responsibility the posi- 
tron he now occupied devolvedupon him... He took 
occasion to remark thatif elected he wouldbe go- 
verned in the discharge of his duties by the opinions 





stood up gallantly in support of. A committee of 


tween the two branches. 
three mills in the hundred dollars, on ajl the assessa- 
bie property of the state. It also proposes to sell the 
public works, if they can obtain the stipulated prices 
—20 millions of dollars for the main line from Phila- 
delphia to Pittsburg,—three fourths of which, is to be 
paid before possession, and so on. 

The governor promptly signed the revenue bill, but 
vetoed the appropriation bill, upon the ground of its 
interfering with the salaries of the judiciary secured 
by constitution. 





Maryianp. JWhig Gubernatorial State Convention. 
A convention composed of delegates from the seve- 
ral counties and from the city of Baltimore, assem- 
bled in Baltimore on Tuesday the 30th ult. 


The following gentlemen composed the delegates: 
Allegany county.—John Hoye, Leonard Shircliff, 
Ed. McCarty, James H, Hoblitzell, Henry Bruce. 
Washington county.—John Miller, T. E. Buchanan, 
Elias Davis, J. D. Romain, Horace Risley. 

Frederick county.—L. P. Balch, Griffin Taylor, 
Robert Annan, Dr. J. Baer, Francis Brengle, Rich- 
ard Coale. 

Carroll county.x—Joshua C. Gist, M. G. Cockey, 
W. Shepard, John Wadlow, Jonas Deal. 


Sellman, C.S. W. Dorsey, A. Randall, B. E. Gantt, 
C. R. Stewart. 

Charles county.— Walton M. Miller, P. W. Crain, 
John Hughes, J. J. Jenkins. 


Montgomery county. —Ephraim Gaither, Phil Biays, 
R. J. Bowie, John Poole, Dr. 'T. Pool. 

Baltimore eity.—Peter Fenby, N.L. Wood, A. W- 
Bradford, Asa Needham, B. C. Ross, C. H. Pitts, 

Baltimore county—W. W. Keyser, W. Tagart, 
Jas. ‘Turner, Josiah March, F. A. Gatch, E. G. Kil- 
bourne. 

Queen .Inn’s county.—John Brown, J. B. Spenger, 
Mathias George, Dr. Samuel Harper. 

Dorchester county.—James Thompson, Joseph R. 
| Eecleston, J. R. Keene, J. R. Martin, H. L. Me- 
Namara. 

Somerset coonnty.—Edward Long, J. B. Rider, 
John Turner, Danial Ballard, Jas. Brittingham, J. 
R. Handy. 

Worcester county Teagle Townsend, Zadock P. 
Henry, Dr. W. R. Selby, Edw. Lambdin, Dr. J, 5S. 
Martin. 

Caroline county —Abraham Jump, John Nichols, 





Cleveland. Baldirin. Gillette. Scat. 

Hartford county, 5 356 6,006 282 6 
New Haven * 4650 5 065 229 2 | 
New London * 3,564 3 539 254 3 
Fairfield 66 4.400 4305 141 2 
Windham 9 420 2 296 425 ] 
Litehfield ee 4281 *4 398 384 0 
Middlesex =“ 9 2s2 2 124 145 2 
Tolland “s 1,893 1,860 jl 3 
23,846 § 30,093 1,971 19 





Jacob C." Wilson, Win. Hardcastle. 


Anne Arundel county.—Thomas S. Alexander, R. | 


of no manor setof men. He would be the representa- 


conference reconciled the difference that existed be-j; tive of the entire whig party of the state, and would 
The bill levies a tax of | devote his best energies to the advancement of the 


interests of the whole people. He would diseard all 
sectional feeling, and would equally attend to. the 
welfare of ail portions of the state. “After other ad- 
dresses from Mr. Lockerman, Mr Ruieaud, &e. the 
convention finally adjourned. 


A Tyrer Strate Convention assembled at Balti- 
more on the 29thinst. The merican states, that of 
about one hundred and seventy delegates named, only 
forty four altended.. , 








WHIG NATIONAL PRESIDENTIAL CON- 
VENTION. 








A convention composed of delegates from each state 
of the Union, selected by the whigs of ‘he several states 


‘or congressional districts, assembled at the city. of Bal- 


{imore on the Ist of May .1844, for the purpose of 
nominating candidates for president and vice presi- 
dent of the United. States at the election in Novem- 
ber next. 

The convention assembled at 11. o’clock, at the 
Universalist church, and on the names of the. dele- 
gates appointed being called. over, :t was found that 
the representation of each state was entire, as fol- 
| lows: 
| Maine. “Moses L. Appleton, David Bronson, John 
| Hubbard, Josiah S. Little, Robert Goodenow, Lucius 
H. Chandler, Wim. G. Crosby, Abraham Sanborn, 
Noah Swith, jr. 





i 


New Hampshire. Ichabod Goodwin, Alfred W. 
Haven, Liorace L. Hazelton, Benj. M. Fraley, Phi- 
neas Henderson, Joseph Sawyer. 

Massachusetts. Abbott Lawrence, George Hall, 
Jonathan Chapman, Leverett) Stuitonstall, Dennis 
Condry, Solomon Strong, Thomas Kinnicutt, Geo. 
T. Davis, Wm. C. Plunkett, David A. Simmons, Wm. 
A. Crocker, George B. Upton. 

Rhode Island. Robert B. Cranston, Samuel F. 
Man, Charles Jackson, Elisha Harris, 

Vermont. Henry Bradley, Charies Paine, Calvin 
Townsley, J. H. Harris, John Peck, Erastus Fair- 
banks. 

Connecticut. J.W. Huntington, Dennis Kimber- 
ly, Wm. W. Elisworth, Samuel D. Hubbard, Solo- 
mon Payne, Truman Smith. 

New York. Erastus Root, Johm A. Collier, Abra- 
ham IT’. Rose, David A. Bokee, Jas, Van Norshand, 
Benjamin Drake, Edward Miptura, Dudley Selden, 
Jeremiah . Pierson. Pefer H. Sober Wi. C. Has- 
Tbrouck, James N. Mitchell, Walltam Miller, Samuel 
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McClellan, Willis Hall, Benjamin Ketchum, Alex- 
ander C. Gibson, H. P. Alexander, Jas. G. Hopkins, 
Samuel Buckley, Frederick Hollister, Thos. Smith, 
Franklin Whitney, William.Duer, Hiram Putman, 
Christopher Morgan, Wm. 'T. Lawrence, Ambrose 
Spence, Amos Sawyer, Z. Barton Stoud, W. W. 
MeKay, Porter Welch, James Durick, Calvin P. 
Bailey, Albert H. Porter. 5 » he 

New Jerseys Henry W. Green, Wm. B. Kinney, 
Israec! -R. Clawson; Robert E. Horner, Whitfield §. 
Johnson; E. Y. Rogers, John, B. Aycrigg. 

Delaware.. 'T. W. Thomas, Charles G, Ridgely, 
Senatoria!; Robert Frame, » 

Pennsylvania. Wm. B. Reed, John Strohm, Au- 
gustus Baton,. John Swift, Bela Badger, Michael 
Day, Jos. Royer, John, W. Hombeck, David 1 own- 
send, Thomas E. Franklin, John 8; Richards, Henry 
Maxwell, Wm. G. Henley, Mahlon C. Moneur, Wm. 
L. Harris, James H. Campbell, Edgar. Cowen, Thos. 
M. T. MeKennon, Thomas M. Jolly, Samuel A. Pur- 
yiance. 

Maryland. Reverdy Johnson, John C. Groome, 
Samuel Sprigg, Rictard Potts, George Howard,Chas. 
H. Pitts, Zabdiel Potter, John Dennis. 

Virginia, Robert KE. Taylor, Wm. Robertson, 
Wm. 8. Archer, Rd. H. Toler, Wm. Martin, Uriel 
Terrill, Robert E. Scott, Lawrence Roane, Benj. 
W. Leigh, Robert McCardlish, Robert Y. Conrad, 


eee 





a tt ae 


\C. M. Conrad, P. W. Farrow, Dr. Brashier, G. M. 
Long, R. H. Haile, J. P. Watson, S. M. Routh, FE. 
D. Olcott, Wm..Taylor, W. H. Sparks, Edwards J. 
Phillips,, G. W. Warfield,. John B. Carr, James.E. 
Heron, Alexander Baggett. 

Mississippi. Thos. S. Dabney, of Hinds, J. J. 
.Hughes, of Yazot, James ,.Dupree, of Hiads, Thos. 
-P. Falconer, of Clark; Joseph Regan, of Claibone, R. 
E. Hammed, of «Warren, Samuel Yerger, of Hinds, 
Jobn M. Chiltonof Warren,.T. Jones Steward, of 
Amite, M. M. Hester, of Wilkinson, W. R. Hawley, 
of Marshall,C. C. Shackleford of Madison, Thomas 
Cogwood, of Munroe, E. S..McGhee, of Lafayette, 
J. B. Warner, of Jefferson, R. H. Brown, J.B. 
Robb, of Lownds, William-R. Douglass, of Warren, 
Gen. Polk, of Marshall, Robert Hughes, of Hinds, 
Col. A. L. Bingaman, of Adams, Dr. Jos. Hall, of De 
| Soto, E, Downing of Lounds, Wm. C. Smedes of 
Warren, Jas. L. Hodge of Wilkinson. 

Missouri. Geo. C. Sibley; Jas. 8. Rollins, Chas, 
R. Morehead, T. T. Ewing, T. Morsely, Jr. C. Cox, 
Robt. A. Ewing. 

Illinois. Geo. T. M. Davis, L. B. Knowlton, sen- 
atorial; Cyrus Edwards, Wm. H. Davidson, T. T. B, 
Stapp, A. A. Fisher, M.G. Wilcox, E. B. Washburn, 
F. McNeil. 

Alabama. Arthur F. Hopkins, Harry J. Thornton, 
Ist. C. C. Landon, F. S. Blount, R. V. Montague, 2d. 





John H. Peyton, Wm. M. Peyton, Wyndan Robert-| Samuel C. Oliver, B. 8S. Bibb, Howell E. Chitty, 3d. 


son, Alfred Beckley, John J. Jackson, Edgar C. 
Wilson, Saml. Watts, J. Whyme, B. W. Finney, 
Thomas M. Bondurant, Jubal Early, Chas. Cocke, 


John 8. Hunter, Damel BE. Watron, Jas. Binney, 4th. 
John Bonner, Robert Jemishn, Jonathan Bliss, 5th. 
Levi Todd, E. C. Musgrove, John M. Swoope, 6th. 


Thomas R. Love, Hugh Mercer, James Lyons, Hill) Nelson Robinson, J. T. Bradford, Samuel Peede, 


Carter, David Gibson, Wm. W. Magruder, Charles 
L. Franciscus, John D. Sharp, Wm. H. Syme, Wa- 
don Hoffman, Wm. C. Hayman. 

North Carolina. John Gray Bynum, Dock- 
ery, H. W. Miller, A. H. Sheppard, Henry H. Nash, 
—— Osburn, Lippett, Cherry, E. L. 
Muslow, Edward Stanley, Gov. Dudley, Richard 
Hines, Senatorial. 











Alexander Erskine, Robert Feam, 7th. E. Heydefeld, 
Wm. J. Maclin, Wm. P. Chilton. 


E. B. Bosdwick, B. W. Wisener. 

Arkansas. 
John Preston, Jr.; 5th dist. Michael Saul, Thomas C 
Whiteside, J. H. Jones; 6th, Walter Coleman, D. M. 
Leatherman, Aw M. Roseborough; 7th W. I’. J. Burns, 





South Carolina. _Wm.C. Preston, S. H. Dickson, | 
John S. Preston, Edwin DeLeon, B. F. Davis, Camp-| 
bell R. Bryce, Henry Middleton, Samue! Chadwich, 
Joseph Deland, Wm. Pattan, George W. Brown, W. 
E. Ferrel, O. Mills, G. S. Bryan, E. Gammage, | 
Samuel Ripley, J.C. Levy, O. B. Hillan, ‘T. Tup-| 
per, 5. S. Willington, Oliver H. Collock. 

Georgia. John McFherson Berrien, Thomas Butler | 
King, Wm. C. Dawson, Roger L. Gamble, Lott 
Warren, Robert A. ‘Toombs, Chas. Dougherty, A. H. 
Keen, J. 5S. Calhoun, A. R. Wright. 

Kentueky. Thos. Metcalfe, Squire Turner, A. Har- 
pending, Alfred Ailen, Benj. H. Reeves, Bryan Y. 
Owsley, John B. ‘Thompson, A. G. Stephenson, Thos. 
P. Wilson, Richard Pindall, Chas. Eginton, Wm. K. 
Wall. 

Tennessee. Wm. Martin, Lewis P. Williamson, 
George Glasscock, John P. McCormick, W B Hoffa. 

Ohio. 
Belamy Storer, Jacob Burnet, John C. Wright, W. 
F. Harrison, Piha H. Ballance 2nd.; Nathaniel Ben- 
jimin 3d; Horatio G. Philips 4th; John Johnson Sth; 
Patrick G. Goode, 6th; Abel Rawson, 7th; Allen 
‘Trimble, R. W. Clark, Turpin Daughters, 8th; Jolin 
L. Taylor, Thomas Worthington, 9th; T. O. Edwards 
10th; Alfred Kelly, 11th; James Pendy, 12th; Lewis 
Menager, 13th; Joseph Brinker, 14th; Daniel Comer- 
se, loth; Colson Davenport 16th; John Hildt, sr. 17th; 
)). L. Collier, Anson L. Brewer, J. Andrews, A. D. 
Green, F: A. Dohrman, J. Mason, A. J. Endley, 18th; 
J. Harris, 19th; George Y. Wallis, 20th; Geo. A. 
21st; J. 1. Harris, Geo. Q: Baker, 21; A. Harris, 18. 

Indiana. Jas. Rariden, Samuel Hanna, Ist dist.; 
Christian Coor, Wm. R. Boyer, David Boyer, Saml. 
C. Dunn, John B. Semans, 2nd; Marston G. Clarke, 
H. P. Thomston, John W. Payne, A. J. Simpson, 
Wim. Graham, 3d; Richard Chambers, Milton Gregg, 
Elias Conwell, Smith Varter, 4th; Wm. B. Butler, 
John A. Graham, Wm. C. Pelham, Samuel Hall, 
Jsaac Sands, 5th; Douglass Maguire, Wm. Connor, 
Saml. Herriot, C. C. Nave, Jas. P. Foley, 6th, Eli 
Murphy, Geo. B. Fingle, Wm. P. Stephens, Wm. H. 
Bennet, D. P. Holloway, 7th; Jas. Farrington, John 
wing, E. W. McCaughey, John R. Porter, Jas. M. 
Moffit, 8th; Alphonso A. Cole, Robt. C. Green, N. 
D. Grove, Wm. McKenton; John Comstock, 9th; 
John D. Defrees, Thos. H. Bassett, D. G. Rose, 
Stephen H. Combs, J.S. Harvey, 10th; J. F. Allison, 
Samuel Moore, J. Waner, John M. Sluss, Aaron 
lioughton, 11th; David Kilgore, Nathan B. Hawkins, 
John B. Lee, R. N, Williams, Jesse Way, 12th; Elias 
Murray, Donsus Nicholas, R Li Douglass, M. Sweet- 
ser, G. W. Wood. 

Louisiana. Hon. Henry Johnson, Hon. Alexander 
Bartow, Senatorial; Goy.:K. L. White, Gov. A. B. 
Roman, Hon. Thomas. W. Chinn, Hon. John Moore, 
Gen. Felix Hardin, James Morgan, John L. Sheate, 
Th. Pugh, J. Mountfort, J. F, Pepin, G. Mason Gra- 
ham, J.B. Morean, E. E. Kettridge, A. Pilie, Hon. 


Jeremiah Morrow, Seabury Ford, Ist dist. | 


Thompson Anderson, Simeon Venable; 8th John J. 
White, Joseph Miller, Geo. W. Martip; 9th W. W.! 
Pepper, E. H. Foster, Jr., H. H. Marable. | 


Mr. Reverpy Jonnson then announced that the | 


Michigan. WH. Chipman, C. K. Green, M. Eacker, | 





cher and Johnson. 

My. Spencer rose and addressed the convention, 
expressing his sense of honor that had-been conferred 
upon him; and reviewed the state of parties in the 
country. 

Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, then rose and made an ad- 
dress to the convention, in which he stated that the 


dedly in favor of a certain individual for the presi- 
dency that it would be unnecessary to go through.the 
usual forms of a nomination. He then offered a re- 
solution declaring ' 
HENRY CLAY, or KENTUCKY, 

to be unanimously chosen as the whig candidate for 
the presidency of the United States, and that he be 
recommended to the people as such. 

The resolution was adopted by acclamation, and 
was accompanied by a great muny rounds of ap- 
plause. 
for a great length of time. 


A motion was made that a committee be appoin- 
ted to wait on Mr. Cray and inform him of his nomi- 
nation, which was adopted. The following gentle- 
men compose the committee: ; ' 

Messrs. Berrien, of Georgia, Barnett, of Ohio, 
Archer, of Virginia, Lawrence, of Massachusetts, 
Erastus Root, of New York. 

Mr. Stout of N.Y. proposed, as an amendment, 
‘tand that he be requested to appear to-morrow, in this 
city, befor the countless thousands. who would then 


Mr. Johnson said, in reference to this motion, that 
he had in his hands a letter from Mr. Ciay ,which, if 
he was allowed to read, he flattered himself that no 
gentleman would urge any importunity on the sub- 





| ject refered to. 
James H. Walker, Charles Stewart, | spiel 


| Mr. Stout consented to withdraw the motion; and 
, on his motion the letter was read as follows: 

Washington, April 29, 1844, 

My Dear Sim: I cannot reconeile it to my sense 


'of delicacy and propriety, to attend either of the 


whig conventions this week in Baltimore. Such is my 
deliberate judgment. ' | hope my friends will acqui- 
esce in my determination, and not urge me to revoke 


committee of two members from each state, appoint-; it, which I cannot do. 


ed to report officers to preside over the deliberations 
of the convention and the order of business, would 


/now through their chairman, make a report—where- | 


| upon 
| Mr. Huntingdon, of Connecticut, rose and stated 
| that aceording to the usage in such cases, the commit. 


| lee recommend that there be a temporary preliminary | 
zation of the convention, and for that purpose | 


| . 
| organi 


| they propose for President, 

Hon. Arruur 8. Hopkins, of Alabama. 
| Mr. Johnson then submitted a motion, that the de-; 
_ liberations of the convention, be opened by prayer by | 
ithe Rev. Mr. Johns who was then present. The | 
| motion was agreed to, and Mr. Johns addressed the) 
| throne of grace ina highly appropriate and eloquent | 
‘manner. ‘The president pro. tem. then announced the | 
following gentlemen as the officers of the convention: | 

President, 
Hon. AMBROSE SPENCER, of New York. 
Vice Presidents, 
WM. G. CROSBY, Maine. 


| LEVERET SALTONSTALL, Massachusetts. 

SAML. F. MANN, Rhode Island.» 

Gov. PAINE, Vermont. 

Gov. ELLSWORTH, Cannecticut. 

JOHN B. AYCRIGG, New Jersey. 

JOHN THOMPSON, Delaware, 

J. M.STROHM., Penasylvania. 

Gov. SAML. SPRIGG, Maryland. 

BENJAMIN WATKINS LEIGH, Virginia. 

RICHARD HINES, North Carolina. 

JOHN 8S. PRESTON, South Carolina, 

W.C. DAWSON, Georgia. 

Gov. THOS. METCALF, Kentucky. 

WILLIAM MARTIN, ‘Tennessee. 

JACOB BURNETT, Chio. 

SAMUEL HALL, Indiana. 

HENRY JOHNSON, Louisiana. 

ROBERT A. EWING, Missouri. 

SILAS EDWARDS, Ilinois. 

H. J. THORNTON, Alabama. 

H. CHIPMAN, Michigan. 

JOHN W. WALKER, Arkansas. 

ERASTUS ROOT, New York. 
Secretaries, 

JSAAC MUNROE, Maryland. 

C. C. NORVELL, Tennessee. 

G. MASON GRAHAM, Louisiana. 

Kk. J. HALLE, North Carolina, 

R bk. HORNER, New Jersey. 

NOAH SMITH Maine. 





CHABC r( WIN, Nev shire. tion as vice president. 
ov eRER SALT Op iy pacar | never sought, and had once before publicly declined. 


Yours respectfully, H. CLAY. 

To R. Jounson, Esq., Baltimore. 
[Cheering and cries of “that’s right; just like him.”"} 
| Mr. Bronson, of Maine, read a letter from the Hon. 
| George Evans, declining a nomination as vice presi- 
i dent, to which the writer added that he would tiave 
expressed this determination at an earlier period 
could he have done so without subjecting. himself to 
the imputation of vanity. Mr. B. said that the dele- 
gation from Maine, though it would have given them 
pride and pleasure tohave the name of Mr. Evans 
presented to the convention, had unanimously, though 
reluctantly, consented to withdraw it, in the hope 
that thereby the harmonious action of the convention 
might be promoted. [Applause.| 

Ordered, That the letter be inserted on the journal. 


| 
{ 


Mr. R. Johnson stated that a letter had Deen receiv- 
ed from John M. Clayton, esq., which on motion was 
read by Mr. Ridgely, of Del. Its design was to ex- 
plain Mr. Clayton’s position in regard to a nomina- 
Such a nomination he had 


Since doing se, a convention of his own’ state had 
again placed his name in nomination. He begs not 
to be misunderstood, and requests that his name may 
be instantly withdrawn on discovering that a general 
expression of agreement to its adoption was not 
manifested: pledging himselfin the most frank and 
honorable manner to give his hearty support to 
any other nomination that may be agreed on. Uni- 


'on was above all things so important that he. prayed 


his name might not stand in the way for. one mo- 
ment. 

U nder the instructions thus received, Mr. Ridgely, 
however reluctanty, felt bound for himself and his 
associates, to withdraw Mr. Clayton’s name. 

Mr. McKennan, of Penn., offered a resolution ex- 
pressing the high estimation in which the convention 
hold the characters of the two gentiemen whose letters 
had just been read, and their patriotic sacrifices in 
favor of the whig cause. 

Mr. McKennan thought it due to the gentlemen 
who had acted in a m&nner so truly magnanimous 
and praiseworthy that the sentiments of the conven- 
tion in regard to the course they had pursued should 
be here publicly expressed. He therefore offered a 
resolution that the convention hold in high estima- 
tion the character of Mr. Evans and Mr. Ciayton 
for their services to the whig party, and highly ap- 
probate the pure and disinterested course they had 
pursued: and that both the letters be entered at 





Which nomimatious were concurred in by the con- 
vention. 





length upon the journal. 


| ‘The resolution was agreed to. 6 


voice of the whig party,of the country was so deci-, 


On being conducted to the clair by Messrs. Ard 


The cheering and bravos were continued 


be assembled to ratify the nomination.” ae 
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Mr. R. Johnson then presented a letter from judge 
MeLean, of Ohio, also declining a nomination. He 
had probably st»ted to his friends the reasons which 
governed him: he now declared that he could not 
consent that his name should be put in nomination; 
but requested that his determination should not be 
mentioned unless it became necessary. He conclud- 
ed with expressing his joy at the political prospects 
of Mr. Cray. (Cheers.) 

A discussion now arose as to the manner of choos- 
ing a vice president: some contending that each de- 
Jegation ought to choose its own candidate; and, 
when so chosen, that the choice should be stated to 
the convention, and whoever had the greatest num- 
ber of votes should be considered as having received 
the nomination of the body: others objected to this 
as in substance the general ticket system, and con- 


dient wetmntineliners> 





DORE Frevinenvysen. He was a man above all re- 
proach, and had the confidence of all the people. 

Mr. Taul, of Tennessee, said, as an old man, he 
must say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. 
McKennan,) that though he might not be a wiser 
man than the nominee, he was at least as good a 
man. 

Mr. Little, of Maine, spoke for his state, and said 
that, though a doubtful one, her motte was, ‘‘we’ll 
try.” 

Mr. Crosby, of Maine, would notadmit that Maine 
was a doubtful state. She was not so in 1840. She 
would not be so in 1844. 

Mr. Green, of New Jersey, spoke earnestly and 
eloquently of the learning, wisdom, piety, and pa- 
triottsm of THrovore Fretixcnursen. New Jersey 
had nominated him less than three months since.— 





tended that its operation might be to give the nomi- 
nation to one who was not the choice of the whigs 
of the Union generally. In this discussion, which 
occupied the convention for a considerable time, a 
number of the members took part. It ended in the 


She had done so from no state pride, but because she 
knew him well—knew him as a man of Imgh and 








ance maaan 


ther who, with Washington, on the fields of Trenton 
and of Monmouth, perilled life in the contest for ]j- 
berty, and afterwards, as a senator of the United 
States, acted with Washington in establishing and 
perpetuating that liberty, Tueopere Freuineuvy- 
sen, by his course as Attorney General of the state 
of New spa twelve years, and subsequently as 
a senator of the United States for several years, was 
always strenuous on the side of law, order, and the 
constitution, while as a private man, his head, his 
hand, and his heart have been given without stint to 
om cause of morals, education, philanthropy, and re- 
igion. 

Governor Metcalfe, of Kentucky, then spoke for 
Henry Crav and Kentucky, and the whigs of the 
Union, in a speech full of humor and good sense.— 
The contrast drawn between him and Mr. Van Bu. 
REN made the welkin ring, while the bonds of Union, 
which should keep the states together were pictured 








lofty character, a man upon whose name there was 
no stain—upon whose escutcheon there was no dis- 
honor. When the timid stood still and the zealous 


forth in a manner which touched all hearts. The 
states, he said, would dock aims for Henry Cray, 
|} and Henry Cray had an arm and a heart that could 


withdrawing-of all other plans and the adoption of | grew cold, and Hewry CLay was assailed on all! reach all of them. 


the following: the roll was called in order; and, as 
the name of each delegate was calied out by one 
of the secretaries, he voted, viva voce, for the candi- 
date he preferred. 

Before going into the choice— 

Mr. Spencer, of New York, nominated Millard 
Fillmore, of New York; Mr. Storer, of Ohio, named 
John Davis, of Massachusetts; Mr. Green, of New 
Jersey, named Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New Jer- 
sey; and Mr. Chambers, of Pennsylvania, named 
John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania. 

The result of the first vote taken was as follows: 
Total number of votes given 275 
Necessary to a chvice 133 

Of which— 


John Sergeant 33 
Millard Fillnore 53 
John Davis 83 


Theodore Frelinghuysen 101 No choice. 
The second vote resulted as follows: 


John Sergeant 32 
Millard Fillmore 57 
John Davis 74 


Theodore Frelinghuysen 118 No choce. 


The name of Johu Sergeant was now withdrawn, | 


and the convention proceeded to a third vote. 
The third vote resulted as follows: 


John Davis 76 
Millard Fillmore 40 
Theodore Frelinghuysen 155 


Whereupon the president of the convention an- 
nouned that Tneopore FReELINGHUYSEN, having re- 


ceived a majority of all the votes given, was the can-| 


didate of the convention for the office of vice presi- 
dent of the United States. 

‘This annunciation of the preferance of a majority 
of the members of the convention, as indicated by 


this vote, was received with loud and reiterated | 


cheering; which having subsided— 

Mr. Burnett, of Ohio, offered the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That Tneopore Frevincuvysen, of New 
Jersey, is unanimously nominated to the oflice of vice 
president of the United States, and that he be pre- 
sented to the American people for that office. 


Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, rose and hearti: 


hands, Mr. Frelinghuysen had stood by him and 
never deserted him. 
His father was always a firm, decided, and unwa- 
| vering patriot—a soldier of the revolution—a brave 
and patriotic citizen. New Jersey envied New 
York that her favorite citizen now resided there, 
but New Jersey would relinquish the honor, if New 
_York would honor bim, whom to henor would prove 
an honor to herself. ‘This was the first time that 
New Jersey had ever offered a man for the suflrages 


‘of the people, and New Jersey would be grateful to! 


| this Convention for its choice, and would stamp the 
| “Broad Seal” of the state in its favor. 

The question was then taken on the resolution de- 
claring Mr. F. to be unanimously nominated as the 
candidate for the office of vice president, and the re- 
solution was unanimously adopted amidst loud and 
repeated cheers. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed to inform Mr. F. of his nomimation. 

Governor Ellsworth, of Connecticut, Henry W. 
Green, of New Jersey, William B. Reed, of Penn. 
| Gov. Metcalfe, of Kentucky, and Samuel F. Man, of 
| Rhode Island. 





| Mr. Lumpkin, of Georgia, said he was not with- 
| out some superstitious credulity on this occasion.— 
| He believed there was sometimes virtue in a name. 
“THeopere!” ‘the gift of God to man.” So the peo- 
; ple would take it, and so he believed it would prove 
‘to he. He then went into a brief and beautiful 
ispeech, which was warmly received by all the list- 
eners on account of the generous feeling it expre-s- 
ed for allthe Union. He concluded with the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Nation be requested to meet on 
the 3d of July next, in State, Convention, in all the 
States of the Union, to respond to the nomination. 


Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, rose, and in refer- 
ence to that State said that since the days 
Jacksonism she had never bowed the knee to Baal, 
and her Whig people had recently swept the State 
from centre to the circumference. He moved the 
following resolutions, which he deemed appropriate 
_to the principles of the Whig party and the candi- 
‘dates this day nominated by them: 
| Resolved, That. in presenting to the country the 


Mr. Berrien, of Georgia, who had been called out 
many times, reluctantly rose, because unwilling to 
| detain those around him. Mr. B. said he could cor- 
| dially thank his Creator for the work which had been 
this day done. [can say (said Mr. B.) I have lived 
long enough when I have seen an assembly so en- 
lightened, so determined, and so patriotic as this.— 
| His heart swelled with gratitude to the Giver of all 
| good for the scene around him. Mr. B. spoke feel- 
|ingly of the Union and of the nominations made, 
aud fe trusted that the approving voice of this con- 
vention would be sanctioned by the approving voice 
of Heaven. ’ 

Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, proposed the 
thanks of the convention for the elegant hospitality 
provided by the citizens of Baltimore to its members. 
The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

A resolution of thanks to the officers of the con- 
vention was also unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Stanly, of North Carolina, having been called 
for, answered in a few but happy remarks for old 
| Rip Van Winkle. 
| Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, could not get off without 

saying afew words for the “Old Dominion.” He 
| spoke encouragingly of the state he came from, and 
| amusingly of Joun T'yLer. 
After which the convention adjourned sine die. 
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| WHIG RATIFICATION CONVENTION. 

| THE YOUNG MEN’S WHiG NATIONAL RATIFICATION 

CONVENTION. A grand naticna!l MAss CONVENTION, of 
delegates appointed without restriction of tuumbers, 
by the whigs of the Union, assembled at the city of 

| Baltimore on Thursday, the second of May 1844, for 
the purpose of RaTIFYING the/nomination made by the 

| regular National Convenuon, held at the same place 

the day before. 2 

| Preparations were made upon a broad scale and 





of measures taken to render the assemblage imposing. 


A splendid sanner was provided by the whigs of 
| Maryland, to be awarded to the state that should 
' parade the largest delegation at the convention, ac- 
cording.to a scale of comparative population and dis- 
| tance from the city of Baltimore—which we subjoin. 


For some weeks past we have had from all direc- 
tions notes of preparation, evineing that there would 


. . " » ne s hy ‘ y | M . . : i deb eg “ ‘ 
Jy responded to this resolution, He had voted for! names of Henny Cray for president, and of Turopore | be a spirited contest forthe banner prize. A sound 


John Davis; and he and his friends had so continued 
to vole once, twice, and thrice, until they were fair- 
Jy and honorably beaten. For myself, (said Mr. L.) 
jur Niassachusetts, and J think for all New England, 
[yes! vi s! yes! 


was responded from all quarters,) I 
ean say that the nominationof THeopors FRevine- 
HUYSEN will meet our hearly Support. 

Erastus Root, of New York, who voted for Mr. 
Fillmore, announced that the nomination met his 
hearly concurrence, and he believed that the people 
of New York would be as unanimous for it now as 
he was. 

Mr. MeKennan, of Pennsylvania, whose name had 


been mentioned for vice president, said that he re-| 


joiced with respect to himself that the nomination 

had fallen upon a greater and better man—a man 

whose reputation could not be assailed even by such 
a ry’ . 

a maa as Amos Kendall. The Pennsylvania delega- 

tion, with all their hearts and souls, would go with 

the nomination of Mr. Fre.tinenuysen. 


Alfred Kelley, of Olio, said that his state had no- 
minated John Davis, because she had brought him 
into the lield, and because she could not honorably 


desert so honorable a man. But she had been fairly 


overcome ip convention, and no state would support 
Mr. Frevincuvysis with more unanimity than the 


state of Onno. 


dir. Eiisw orth, of Connecticut, who had voted for 
dotw Vavis through all the ballotings, said he should, 
as would the people of Connecticut, vote for THEo- 


Fre_incuuysen for vice president of ‘the United 
| States, this Convention is actuated by the conviction 
bow ; 
|prineiples inseparable from the public honor and 
prosperity—will be maintained and advanced by 


these candidates. 


'came as that of the gathering together of the elile of 
i the tribes of a vast republic, coming up towards the 


jthatall the great principles of the Whig party—! capitol, for the purpose of naming,so far as their 


voices could tell, one from amongst the people, who, 
fur a time, should be cuter oF THE NATION. 


| The morning was “f deligttiul temperature.— 


| Resolved, ‘That these principles may be summed up! Friendly clouds protected the ranks from the rays of 


as comprising, a well regulated national currency; a 


‘the sun. Before the parade commenced a brisk south- 


tariff or revenue to defray the necessary expenses of | erly wind threatened a dusty day, but just at the hour 


the government, and discriminating with special re- 
ference to the protection of the domestic labor of the | witha mere sprinkling of rain oceasionally. In 
‘country; the distribution of the proceeds of the sales | 
‘of public lands; a single term for the presidency; a| 
ireform of executive usurpations:—and, generally — | eight to ten each, marching in tolerably close order, 
/such an adininistration of the affairs of the country 

(as shall impart to every branch of the public service | mon-time. 


well regulated and wise economy. 


and more disastrous 
departure in our public policy from those principles 


culated to sustain the honor and interest o ithe country 








the greatest practicable efficiency, controlled by a 


Resolved, ‘That the name of Henry Cray needs no} porary, for a glimpse of the prelimuiaries. 
eulogy; the history of the country since his first ap-| respondent of the National Intelligencer wrote on 
pearance in public life is his history; its brightest 
pages of prosperity and success are identified with 
the principles which he has upheld, as its darkest 
pages are with every material 
.| [have always looked on Baltimore as a wel} lodged 

Resolved, That in Tneoporz Freiincnursen we 
present a man pledged altke by his revolutionary an- 
cestry and his own public course to every measure cal- 


Inheriting the principles as we!! as the name of a fa- 


of starting it subsided into an agreeable light breeze, 
the 

affterneon a shower. 
.The procession was formed into platoons of from 


| and occupied an hour and a half in passing, at eom- 
The display of banners, &c. was superb. 

The bustle of the moment, far from having sub- 
sided, compels us to resort to the pages of a cotem- 
A cor- 


Tuesday evening, the 30th: “You can hardly figure 
to yourself, however filled your mind may just now 
be with throngs and pomps, and processions, a scene 
more animated than that which this town presents. 


city, and though with Jess elbow-room out of doors 
than our good Washington enjoys, yet decidedly pos- 
sessine quite space enough to turn roundin. At 
.| present all that has ceased; the city is beeome a per- 
fect hive; it swarms, but as if it was receiving (not 
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casting out) buzzing multitudes from many another 
apiary. Busy as bees every body seems; but yet, 
strange to say, they all do nothing. The streets over- 
flow to the very suburbs; each square has its throng; 
the hotels are so jammed with erowds that the be- 
wildered bar-keepers stand aghast, and ‘‘coming, sir!’ 
is all that one hears of the confounded waiters. A 
sudden populousiess has invaded even those limitary 

regions of out-house, and garret, and cellar, in which 

rats alone were used to hold their courts, and those 

trembling denizens shrink within their Jnterior holes, 
not without an additional foreboding of the fates of 
certain kindred politicians. 

On all sides we hear of additional nnmbers. Steam 
itself halts with its loads, and the panting engines 
seem out of breath. Virginia has disembogued dele- 
gations through her hundred rivers; the fair lakes 


have poured in their tribute; father Hudson and the | 
lordly Delaware have emptied the wave of their | 
population; and it is understood that Susquehanaa is, 
rushing hither in ark and keel boat, scow, flat-bot-_ 
tom, canoe, raft, and every thing that fhoats.* 


So much for what pamters call the still life; but. 
to quit description and came to character. 

lt has been my fortune to-day to see a wonderful 
gleam of good and honest faces, as of men who felr 
that they had come upon a good work, a mission of | 
public comfort, an embassy of joy to the whole land. | 
I have never looked upon an erecter set. They | 


look firm, confident, free, like men who feel that | Alabamga, 


they and the country are about to be enlarged.— | 
Cheerfulness, hope, good-will, breathes upon every | 
countenance, and makes something wonderfully | 
pleasant to behold. a 

J have been greatly struck with the amount of re 
putation and talent that will be gathered together, | 
A stronger and a higher body of men, in character 
public services, station, and all that bespeaks interest 
aud confidence, has never yet been seen assembled. 

Meantime, the matter wants not its usual, perhaps 
inseparable, accompaniment of electioneering; and I, 
have been diverted to see the eflort they are making. 
As if to make amends for the modesty of baving but 
one candidate for the first honor, almost every body 
aspires to the second. ‘These, however, are but tne 
personal, the individual aspirations that were to be 
expected; and they will be checked, kept under, by | 
the exemption of the body from sucha feeling to- | 
wards any one person, and the calm councils of a 
multitude of sober men, all feeling that the country, | 
after its late experience. will look for a man of the 
very highest sort for even the secondary office, and 
willexpect as vice president no man short of one} 
highly fit for the presidency.” 

The period of the week on which the pracession 
took place, found our columns so filled with articles 
of great public interest—such as the annexation 
treaty—-Mr. Clay’s letter, and Mr. Yan Buren’s letter 
on the subject of that treaty, &c., that sufficientroom 
was not leit in this number for anything like a satis- | 
factory account of the grand procession and display 
upon the accasion. ‘We are campelled, therefore, to 
content ourselves with inserting a full agcount of the | 
proceedings of the regular National Convention—and | 
to leave that of the ratification convention to occupy | 


our next. 
PRIZE BANNER. 

Tue Nationa, Prize Banner, was won by the 
gallant Jittle state of Delaware, which paraded 992 
delegates in the ranks. Pennsylvania liad the great- | 
est number of delegates—say 2,700; Virginia next, | 
1,243; New Jersey 433; New York 400, Massactiu- 
sells $08; Vermont 155; Ohio 137, &c. The count was 
made belore the detachments joined the general pro- 
cession, and when thousands that were in the cily had 
hot joined their several detachments, knowing that | 
the states they severally represented would not be 
likely to take the banner. 

The following is the programme of the committec | 
as published some weeks since according to which 
the banner was awarded. 

“Adopting this method of calculation, the commit- | 
tee have prepared the followimg table for their go- | 
Vernment in making the award. 

The first column gives the whig population as test- | 
ed by the vote of 1840. 

Tie second column gives the distance from Balti: | 
More to the capital of each state. 
The third column gives the proportion which the | 








| 


} 


Whig population of each state bears to that of Dela- 
Ware. 

The fourth column gives the propartion which the | 
distance from Delaware bears to that from each | 
other state. 

The fifth column gives the number of delegates | 
from each state required to equal one hundred dele- | 


een 


. » ‘ . . Lieets { it 2 »} ‘ . ane 
*T'his was writien two days befure the meetiag of the objects so lupportaat to their mutual aod permanent 
mass convention, and of course, before one-tuird of | Wellare. 


those Who attended it, had reached the city. 
[ Ed. Register, 


tgates from Delaware, 








ree wut “ ~ ~- 


after taking into consideration | of th. 





‘To enable them to obtain an accurate report of 


their relative population and. distance—that is Lo} 
Say, the per centage upon the delegation from Dela- 
ware. 
s o 32 2 e 
- 824 225.252 92a 
®# gf 858 258 See 
4. $6 ©®59 936 28'a 
= ie) os 3 ras) 5 a4 = 
me > >. 25982 
- Cea Ss Sat ate 
D Bogs ve ® ye 1 OY 
Hee =e a Sc. 
© bo Bete ia Ried 
Ri ge Bes 
mile. per ct. perct. perc’. 
Delaware, 5.967 80 100 100 100 | 
Maine, 46.612 555 781 14,41 }}2) 
N. Hampshire, 26.158 441 438 18.01 79 | 
Vermont, 32440 476 544 16,81 91) 
Massachusetts, 72,874 400 122% 20,00 244 | 
Rhode Island, 360 22.22 
| Connecticut, 31,601 296 530 27,02 143 | 
New York, 225.817 330 3784 24.24 917) 
|New Jersey, 33,351 126 559 63,49 355 | 
Pennsylvania, 144.021 70 2414 114,29 2759) 
Virginia, 42,501 357 712 50.95 383 
N. Carolina, 46,376 328 777 24,39 189 
S. Carolina, 545 14,45 
Georgia, 49,261 688 675 1163 73 | 
238471 858 47% 9,32 
Mississippi, 39,518 1050 327 7,62 
Louisiana, 31,296 1212 189 6,60 
Arkansas, 5,160 1032 86 =: 7,75 
Missouri, 22.972 903 385 8,86 
Tennessee, 60,391 651 1012 1227 124 | 
Kentucky, 58,489 509 980) 15,71 
Ohio, 148,157 360 2493 22.22 
Indiana, 65.302 538 1094 1487 163 
{Hlinoas, 45.537 743 763 10,70 82 
Michigan, 22,933 . 491 384 16,29 63 
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> Slate of the United States, and the .presifent 
of the republie of Texas has appointed, with Ike 
powers, Isaac Van Zandt and J. Pinckney Hender- 
son, citizens of the said republic, and the said plen- 
ipotentiaries, after exchanging their full powers, have 
agreed on and concluded the followins articles:— 
Arr. I. The Republic of Texas, acting in eonfor- 
mity with the wishes of the people and every depart- 
ment of its government, cedes to the United States 
all its territories, to be held by thei in full proper- 
ty and sovereignty, and to be annexed to the said 


| United States as one of their territories, subject to 
| the same constitutional provisions with their other 
| territories. 


This cession including all public lots 


/and squares, vacant lands; mines, minerals, salt lakes 


and springs, public edifices, fortications, barracks, 
ports and harbors, navy and navy yards, docks, ma- 
gazines, arms, armaments and accoutrements, archi- 
ves and publiz funds, debts, taxes and dues unpaid at 
the time of the exchange of the ratifications of the 


| treaty. 


Arr. II, The citizens of Texas shall be incorporat- 
ed into the Union of the United States, maintained 
and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty 
and property, and admitted, as soon as may be con- 
sistent with the prineiples of the federal! constitution 
tathe enjoyment of all the rights, privileges, and 


} immunities of citizens of the United States. 


Art. Lil. All titles and claims to real estate, which 


44 are valid under the laws of Texas, shall be held to 
24 beso by the United States; and measures shall be 
12 adopted for the speedy adjudication of all unsettled 

7| clams to Jand, and patents shall be granted to those 
34| found to be valid. 


Arr. IV. The public lands hereby ceded shall be 


154| subject to the laws regulating the public Jands in the 
552 other territories of the United States, as far as may 


be applicable; subject, however, to such alterations 
and changes as congress may from Lime to time think 
proper to make. It is understood between the par- 
ties, that, sf in consequence of the mode in which 


the number of delegates in attendance from each 
state, the committee request that each delegation 
should form a distinet organization as early as prac- 
ticable after their arrival in Baltimore. 


janud the United States, actuated sulely by the desire 


», Arrangements, to facilitate the procuring an accu- | 
rate return will be made by the committee, and an- 
nounced in due time. | 

Levi Fahnestock, 
James Grives, 
John A. Robb, 
Isaac G. Roberts, 
C C,. Egerton, Jr. 
Wm. R. Jones, J.C. Blackburn, 
John B. Mathiout, Robert M. Proud, 
Baltimore, 2ist March, 1844.” 


Benj. C. Ross, 
Edward V. Ward, 
Chas. R. Hardesty, 
Wa. 8. Browning, 
Alfred L. Moore, 

















THE TEXAS TREATY. 








Notwithstanding the injunctions of secrecy and the | 


lands have been surveyed in Texas, or from previous 
grants or locations, the sixteenth section cannot be ap- 
plied for the purpose of education, congress shall make 
equal provision by grant of land elsewhere. And it 
is also further understood, that, hereafter, the books 
papers, and documents of the gereral land office of 
‘Texas shall be deposited and, kept at such place in 
Texas as the congress of the United States shall 
direct. 

Art. V. The United States assume and agree to 
pay the public debt and liabilities of l’exas, however 
created, for which the faith or credit of her govern- 
ment may be bound at the timeof the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty; which debts and. Jia- 
bilities are estimated not to exceed in the whole, ten 
millions of dollars, to be ascertained aud paid in the 


eeweers manner hereinafter stated. 


The payment of the sum of three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars shall be made at the treasury of the 
United States, within nynety days after (he exchange 


utmost precaution used by the printer to the senate, | 9! the ratifications of this treaty, as follows: Two 


by himself personally superintending, and having | 
auly copies enough taken to supply one to each 
senator, the New York Evening Post of Saturday last 
was issued having in it not only the treaty, but also 
the president’s message, and documents which ac- 
companied it, to the senate. As there is no doubt of 
the authenticity of these papers, we hesitate not to; 
lay the treaty before our readers—and alsoa sy- 


nopsis of the accompanying documents. 
The members of the senate were justly indignant | 
at the violation of confidence and have determined to| 
probe the matter. | 
THE TREATY. 

From the New York Evening Post. 

IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, APRIL 22, 1844, | 
| Read the first and second limes, referred ta the committee | 
on foreign relations, and ordered lo be printed in confi- 
dence for the use of the senate. | 
A Treaty of anhexation concluded between the! 
United States of America and the republic ef Texas, | 
at Washington, the twelfth of April, 1844. 
The people of Texas having, at the time of adopt- 
ing the constitution, expressed, by an almost unani-| 
mous vote, their desire to be incorporated into the | 
Union of the United States and being still desirous of | 
the same with equal unanimity, in order to provide | 
more effectually ior their security and prosperity; | 





to add to their Own security and prosperity, and to 
meet the wishes of the government and people of 
lexas, have determined 50 accomplish, by treaty, 





For that purpose the president of the United States 


hundred and fifty thousand dollars to Frederick Daw- 


son, of Baltimore, or hig executors, on delivery of 
that amount of ten per cent bonds of Texas; one hun- 
dred thousand dollars, if so much be required, in the 
redemption of the exchequer bills which may be in 
circulation at the time ol the exchange of the ratifi- 
cations of this treaty. For the payment of the re- 
mainder of the cebts and liabilities of ‘Texas, which, 
together with the amount already specified sha}l not 


| exceed ten millions of dollars, the public lands herein 


ceded, and the nett revenue from the same, are here- 
by pledged. 

Art. VI. In order to ascertain the full amount of 
the debts and habilities herein assumed, and the legal- 
ity aud validity thereof, four commissioners shall be 
appointed by the president of the United States by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, who 
shall meet at Washington, Texas, within the period 
of six months after the exchange oi the ratifications 
of this treaty, and may Continue im sessjon not exceed- 
ing twelve months, unless the congress of the United 
States should prolong the time. ‘They shail take an 
oath forthe faithful discharge of their duties, aud that 
they are not directly or indirectly interested iv said 
claims at the time aud will not be during their con- 
tinuance in office; and the said oath shall ve recorded 
with their proceedings. In case of the death, sick- 
ness, or resignation of any of the Commissioners, his 
or their piace or places may be supplied by the ap- 
pointment as aforesaid, or by the president of the 
United States, during the recess of thesenate. They, 
vr a majority of them, shall, be authorised, yonder 
such regulations as the congress of the United States 
may prescribe, to hear, examine, and decide on ail 
questions touching the legality and validity of said 
claims, and shall; when a claim is allowed, issue a 
certificate to the cleimant, stating the amount, dis- 


has given full powers to John C. Calhoun secretary | tinguishing principle trom interest, 


“ 


i 
é 
u 


RE NGOS: LP: ia RL Ee 


< 


ye: 


sn © 











Leiciiediatitaaaeetasnoanhin antieags th eee ce 


150 


= coke 





The certificates so issued shall be numbered and 
entry made of the number, the name of the person to 
whom issued, and the amount, in a book tobe kept 
for that purpose. They shall transmit the records 
of their proceedings and the book in which the certi- 





ficates are entered, with the vouchers and documents, 


produced before them, relative to the claims allow- 
ed or rejected, to the treasury department of the 
United States, to be deposited therein; and the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall as soon as practicable 
after the receipt of the same, ascertain the aggre- 
gate amount of all the debts and liabilities allowed; 
and if the same, when added to the amount to 
be paid to Frederick Dawson and the sum which 
may be paid in the redemption of the exchequer 
bills, shail not exceed the estimated sum of twelve 
millions of dollars, he shall, on the presentation of a 
certificate of the commissioners, issue for the option 
of the holder, a new certificate at the amount, dis- 
tinguishing principal from interest, and payable to 
him or order, out of the net proceeds of the public 
lands, hereby ceded, or stock of the U. States, for the 
amount allowed, including principal and interest, 
and bearing an interest of three per cent. per annum 
from the date thereof; which stock, in addition to 
being made payable out of the net proceeds of the 
public lands hereby ceded, shall also be recéivable 
in payment for the same. In case the amount of 
debt and ‘liabilities allowed, with the sums aforesaid 
to be paid ‘to Frederick Dawson,'and which may be 


 paid’in the redemption of the exchequer bills, shall | 


exceed the said sui of ten millions of dollars, the said 
secretary, before issuing anew certificate, or ‘stock 
as the case may be, shall make in each ease such pro- 
portionable and rateable reduction on its amount as 
to reduce the ageregate to the sum of ten millions of 
dollars, and he shall have power to make all needful 
rules and regulations necessary to carry into effect 
the powers hereby vested in him. 


Arr. VII. Until further provision shall be made, | 


the laws of Texas, as now existing, shall remain in 
force, and all executive and judicial officers of Texas, 
except the president, vice president, heads of depart- 
ments, shall retain their offices, with all power and 
authority appertaining thereto, and the courts of jus- 


tice shall remain inall respects as now established and | 


organized. 

Arr. VIII. Immediately after the exchange of the 
ratifications of this treaty, the president of the United 
States, by and with the advice and consent of the 
senate, shall appoint a eommissioner, who shall pro- 
‘ceed to Texas and receive the transfer of the terri- 
tory thereof, and all the archives and public proper- 
ty, and other things herein conveyed, in the name of 
the United States. He shall exercise all exeeu- 
tive authorit¥ in said territory necessary to the 
proper exccution of the Jaws, until otherwise provided. 


Art. IX. The present treaty shall be ratified by 
the contracting parties, and the ratifications exchang- 
ed at the city of Washington, in six months from the 
date hereof, or sooner if possible. 

In' witness whereof, we the undersigned, plenipo- 
tentiaries of the United States of America and of the 
Republic of Texas, have signed by virtue of our pow- 
ers, the present treaty of annexation, and have here- 
unto aflixed our seals, respectively. 

Done at Washington, the twelfth day of April, 
eighteen hundred and forty-four. 

J.C. Catnovun, [Seal.], 
Isaac Van ZAnpDrT, [Seal.] 
J. Pinckney Henperson. | Seal. ] 





MESSAGE. 

To the senate of the United States: 
{ transmit herewith, for your approval and ratifi- 
- cation, a treaty, which [have caused to be negotiat. 
ed between the United States and Texas, whereby 
the latter, on the conditions therein set forth, has con- 
veyed all its right of separate and independent so- 
vereignty and jurisdiction tothe United States. In 
taking so important a step, I have been influenced by 
whatappeared to me to be the most controlling con- 
siderations of public policy and the general good; 
and in faving accomplished it, should it meet with 
our approval, the government will have succeeded 
in re-ciaiming a territory which formerly constitut- 
ed a portion, as it is confidently believed, of its do- 
main, under the treaty of cession of 1803, by France 

to the United States. 

The country thus proposed to be annexed has 
been settled principally by persons from the United 
States, who emigrated on the invitation of both 
Spain and Mexico, and who carried with them into 
the wilderness which they have partially re-claimed, 
the laws, customs, and political institutions of their 
native Jand. They ore deeply indoctrinated in all 
the principles of civil liberty, and will bring along 
with them, in the act of a re association, devotion 
to our union, and a firm and inflexible resolution to 
ussist in maintaining the public Jiberty unimpaired 
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—a consideration which, as it appears to me, isto 
be regarded as of no smali moment. The country, 
itself thus obtained, is of incalculable value in an 
agricultural and commercial point of view. 

To a soil of inexhaustible fertility, it unites a ge- 
nial and healthy climate, and is destined, at a day 
not distant, to make large contributions to the com- 
merce of the world. Its territory is separated from 
the United States, in part, by an imaginary line, and 
by the river Sabine, for a distance of 310 miles; and 
its productions are the same with those of many of 
the contiguous states of the union. Such 1s the 


country, such are its inhabitants, and such its capa-. 


cities to add to the general wealth of the union. As 
to the Jatter, 1t may be safely asserted, that inthe 
magnitude of its productions, it will equal, in a short 
time, under the protecting eare of this government, 
if it does not surpass, the combined production of 
many states of the confederacy. 

A new and powerful impulse will thus be given to 
the navigating interest of the country, which will 
be chiefly engrossed by our fellow citizens of the 
eastern and middie states, who have already attain- 
ed aremarkable degree of prosperity by the partial 
monopoly they have enjoyed of the carrying trade 
of the union, particularly the coastwise trade, which 
this new acquisition is destined in time, and that not 
distant, to swellto a magnitude which cannot easily 
be computed; while the addition made tp the boun- 
baries of the home market, thus secured to their 
mining, manufacturing, and mechanical, skill and 


industry, will be of a character the most command- 











ing and important. 

Such are some of the many advantages which 
will accrue to the eastern and middle states by the 
ratification of the treaty-—advantages, the extentof 
which if is impossible to estimate with accuracy or 
properly appreciate. Texas being adapted to the 
culture of cotton, sugar, and rice; and devoting 
most of her energies.to the raising of these produc- 
tions, wil] open an extensive market to the western 
states, in the important articles of beef, pork, horses, 
mules, &c., as well as in breadstufls. At the same 
time, the southern and southwestern states wall find, 
in the fact of annexation, protection and security 
to their peace and tranquility, as well against all do- 
mestic as foreign efforts to disturb them; thus con- 
secrating anew the union of the states, and holding 
oul the promise of its perpetual duration. 


Thus, at the same time that the tide of public) 


prosperity is greatly swollen, an appeal, of whatap- 
pears to the executive to be of an imposing, if not 
of a resistless character, is made to the, interests of 
every portion of the country.. Agriculture, which 
would have a new and extensive market opened for 
its produce; commerce, whose ships would be freight- 
ed with the ‘Tich productions of “an extensive and 
fertile region: and the mechanical arts, in ail their 


| Various ramifications, would seem to unite in one 


universal demand for the ratification of the treaty. 


But important as these considerations may ap- 
pear, they ure to be regarded as but secondary to 
others. Texas, for reasons deemed sufficient by 
herself, threw off her dependence on Mexico, as far 
back as 1836, and consummated her independence 
by the battle of San Jacinto, in the same year; since 
which period, Mexico has attempted no serious in- 
vasion of her territory; but the contest has assumed 
features of a mere border war, characterized by 
acts revolting to humanity. Jn the year 1836 Texas 
adopted her constitution, under which she had ex- 
isted as a sovereign power ever since, having been 
recognized as such by many of the principal powers 
of the world; and contemporaneously with its adop- 
iion by asolemn vote of her people, embracing all 
her population but ninety-three persons, declared 
her anxious desire to be admitted into association 
with the United States, asa portion of their territo- 
ry. 

This vote, thus solemnly taken, has never been 
reversed; and now, by the'action of her constituted 
authorities, sustained as it ig by the popular senti- 
ment, she reaffirms her desire for annexation. This 
course has been adopted by her withoutthe employ- 
ment of any similar measures on the part of this 
government. No intrigue has been set on foot to 
accomplish it. ‘Texas herself wills it, and the exe- 
cutive of the United States, concurring with her, 
has seen no sufficient reason to avoid the consumma- 
tion of an act esteemed to be so desirable by both. 
It cannot be demied that Texas is greatly depressed 
in her energies by her long-protracted war with Mex- 
ico. 

Under these circumstances, it is but natural that 
she should seek for safety and repose under the pro- 
tection of some stronger power; and it is equally so 
that her people should turr to the United States, the 
land of their birth, in the first instance, in the pur- 
suit of such protection. She has often before made 
known ber wishes; but her advances have, to this 
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lime, been repelled. The executive of the Unite, 
States sees no longer any cause for pursuing such 4 
course. The hazard of now defeating her wishes 
may be of the most fatal tendency. It might Jeaq 
and most probably would, to such an entire alien,. 
tion of sentiment and feeling as would inevitably j;. 
duce her to look elsewhere for aid, and force her 
either to enter into dangerous alliances with othe, 
nations, who, looking with more wisdom to their jy. 
terests, would, it is fairly to be presumed, read)|, 
adopt such expedients; or she would hold out tio 
proffer of discriminating duties in trade and coy. 
merce, in order tosecure the necessary assistance, 

Whatever step she might adopt, looking to this ob. 
ject. would prove disastrous, in the highest degre, 
to the interests of the whole union. To say Nnothine 
of the impolicy of our permitting the carrying trai: 
and home market of such a country to pass out o/ 
our hands into those of a cummercial rival, the yo. 
vernment, in the first place, would be certain to sy). 
fer most disastrously in its revenue by the introdyc. 
tion of a system of smuggling upon an extensive 
scale, which an army of custom-house officers co\)') 
not prevent—and which would. operate to affect j). 
juriously the interests of all the industrial classes of 
this country. Hence would arise constant.collisioy, 
between the inhabitants of the two countries, whic) 
would evermore endanger their peave. 

A large increase of the military force of the |, 
States would inevitably follow, thus devolving up 
the people new and extraordinary burdens; in order 
not only to protect them from the danger of dai 
collision with Texas herself, but to guard: ther 
border inhabitants against hostile inroads, so ea-i'y 
excited on the part of the numerous and warhik: 
tribes of Indians dwelling in. their neighborhood — 
Texas would undoubtedly be unable, for many years 
to come, if at any time, to resist, unaided and alove, 
the military power of the United States; but i: \ 
not extravagant to suppose that mations reaping 4 
rich harvest from her trade, secured to them by «/. 
vantageous treaties, would be induced to take part 
with her in any conflict with us, from the stronges! 
considerations of public policy. 

Such a state of things must subject to devastation 
the territory of contiguous states, and would cost tx 
country, in a single campaign, more treasure, twice 
told over, than is stipulated to be paid and reimburs 
ed by the treaty now proposed for ratification. | wil 
not permit myself to dwell on this view of the su). 
| ject. Consequences of a fatal character to the pea 
\of the Union and even to the: preservation of 1\0 
| Union itself, might be dwelt upon. ‘They will 10! 
however, fail to occur to the mind of -the senate 
and of the country. Nor dol indulge in any vague 
conjectures of the future. The documents now tras, 
mitted along with the treaty, lead to the conclusi- 
as inevitable, that if the boon he now rejected, 
Texas will seek for the friendship of others. 


In contemplating such a contingeney, it cannot lie 
overlooked that’ the United States are already «i: 
most surrotinded by the possessions of European 
powers. The Cahadas, New Brunswick, and Nov: 
Scotia, the islands in the American seas, with Tex.s, 
trammelied by treaties of alliance, or of a commer: 
cial character, differing in* policy from that of the 
United States, would complete the circle. Texas vol: 
untarily steps forth, upon terms of perfect honor and 
good faith to all nations, to ask to be annexed to tle 
Union. As an independent sovereignty, her 1ighit ‘0 
do this is unquestionable. 

In doing so, she gives no cause of umbrage to any 
other power; her people desire it, and there is 1 
slavish transfer of her sovereignty and independence. 
She has for eight years maintained her independence 
against all efforts to subdue her. She has been re- 
cognised as independent by many of the most po 
minent of the family of nations, and that recognition, 
so far as they are concerned, places her in a pos! 
tion, withont giving her any just umbrage to thie 
to surrender her sovereign'y at her own will avd 
pleasure. 

The United States, actuated evermore by a sp!!! 
of justice, has desired, by the stipulations of t! 
treaty, to render justice to all. ‘They have mat 
provisions for the payment of the public debt ‘ 
Texas. We iookto her ample and fertile domal 
as the certain means of accomplishing this; but 
is a matter between the United States and ‘Texas 
and with which other governments have nothing 
do. Our right to receive the rich grant tendered °) 
Texas is perfect; and this government should bv! 
having due respect either to its own honor or to | 
own interests, permit its course of policy to be |" 
terrupted by the interference of other powers, ¢'“ 
ifsuch interference§was threatened. 

The question is one purely American. In the a¢ 
quisition, while we abstain most carefully from ° 
that could interrupt the public peace, we claim * 
right to exercise a due regard to our own, = ‘Thuis 6% 
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yernment cannot, consistently with its honor, per- 
mit any such interference. With equal, ifnot greater 
propriety, might the United States demand of other 
governments to surrender their numerous and valua- 
ble acquisitions, made in time past, at numerous 
places on the surface of the globe, whereby they 
have added to their power and enlarged their re- 
sources. gyre 

To Mexico, the executive is disposed to pursue a 
course conciliatory in its character, and at the same 
time to render her the most ample justice, by con- 
ventions and stipulations not inconsistent with the 
rights and dignity of the government. It is actuated 
by no spirit of unjust aggrandizement, but looks only 
to its own security. It has made known to Mexico, 
at several periods, tts extreme anxiety to witness 
the termination of hostilities between that country | 
and Texas. Its wishes, however, have been entirely 
disregarded, It has ever been ready to urge an ad- 
justment of the dispute upon terms mutually advan- 
tageous to both. i 

It will be ready at all times to hear and discuss 
any claims Mexico may think she has on the justice | 
of the United States, and to adjust any that may be 
deemed to be soon the most liberal terms. There is 
no desire-on the part of the executive to wound her | 
pride, or affect injuriously her interest; but, at the | 
the same time, it cannot compromit by any delay in 
its action the essential interest of the United States. | 
Mexrteo has no right to ask or expect this of usx—we | 
deal rightfully with Texas.as an independent power.) 
The war which has been waged for eight years has | 
resulted only in the conviction, with all others than | 
herself, that Texas cannot be reconquered. 

J cannot but repeat the opinion, expressed in my | 
message at the opening of congress, that it is time it) 
had ceased. The executive, while it could not look | 
upon its longer continuance without the greatest un- | 
easiness, has nevertheless—for al! past time—preser- | 
ved a course of strict neutrality. [t could not be ig- | 
norant of the fact of the exhaustion which a war of 
so Jong a duration had produced. Least of all was it 
ignorant of the anxiety of other powers to induce | 
Mexico to enter into terms of reconciliation with 
Texas, which, affecting the domestic institutions of 
Texas, would operate most injuriously upon the Uni- | 
ted States, and might most seriously threaten the 
existence of this happy Union. 

Nor could it be unacquainted with the fact, that 
although foreign governments might disavow all de- 
sign to disturb the relations which exist under the 
constitution between these United States, yet that 
one—the most powerful amongst them, had not fail- 
ed to declare its marked and decided hostility to the 
chief features in those relations, and its purpose, 
on all suitavle occasions, to urge upon Mexico the 
adoption of such a Course in negotiating with Texas 
as to produce the obliteration of that feature from 
Ler domestic policy, as one of the conditions of her 
recognition, by Mexico, as an independent state. 

The executive was also aware of the fact, that 
formidable associations of persons, the subjects of 
foreign powers existed, who, were directing their ut- 
most efforts to ‘the accomplishment of this object.— 
To these conclusions it was inevitably brought by the 
documents now submitted, to the senate. 1 repeat— 
the executive saw ‘Texas in a state of almost hope- 
Jess exhaustion, and the question was narrowed down 
to the simple proposition, whether the United States 
should accept the boon of annexation on fair and li- 
beral terms, or by refusing to do so, force Texas to 
seck a refuge in the arms of some other power, ei- 
ther through a treaty of alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, or the adoption of some other expedient, 
which might virtualiy make her tributary to such 
power, and dependentupon it for all future time. 

The executive has full reason to believe that such 
would have been the result, without its interposition 
—and that such will be the resuit in the event either 
of unnecessary delay in the ratification or the rejee- 
tion of the proposed treaty. 

In tull view, then, of the highest public duty—and 
as a measure of securily against evils incalculably 
great—the executive has @itered into the negotia- 
tion, the fruits of which are now submitted to the 
senate. 

Independent of the urgent reasons which existed 
for the step it has taken, it might safely invoke the 
fact which it confidently believes, that there exists 
no civilized government on earth, having a revolu- 
tionary tender made it of a domain so rich and fer- 
tile,—so replete with all that can add to national 
greatness and wealth, and so necessary to its peace 
and safety, that would reject the olfer. Nor are 
other powers, Mexico inclusive, likely, in any degree, 
to be injuriously atlected by the ratification ot the 








Stretch to a far-off sea; and yet no one would be 


But one view of the subject remains to be presen 
ted. It grows out of the proposed enlargement of 
our territory. From this, I am free to coniess, I see 
no danger. The federative system is susceptible of 
the greatest extension compatible with the ability of 
the representation of the most distant state or territo- 
ry to reach the seat of government in time to partt- 
cipate in the functions of legislation—and to make 
known the wants of the constituent body. Our con- 
federated republic consisted originally of thirteen 
members. It now consists of twice that number— 
while applications are before congres: to permit other 
additions. : 

This addition of new states has served to streng- 
then rather than to weaken the Union. New inte- 
rests have sprung up, which require the united pow- 
er of all, through the action of the common govern- 
ment, to protect and defend upon the high seas and 
in foreign parts. Each state commits, with perfect 
security, to that common government those great in- 
terests growing out of our relations with other na- 
tions of the whole world, and which equally involve 
the good of all the states. Its domestic concerns are 
left to its own exclusive management. 

But if there were any force in the objection, it 
would seem to require an immediate abandonment of 

erritorial possessions which lie in the distance, and 


found, it is believed, ready to recommend such an 
abandonment. ‘Texas lies at our very «loors, and in 
our immediate vicinity. ; 


Under every view which I have been able to take 
of the subject, I think that the interests of our com- 
mon constituents, the people of all the states, and a 
love of the Union, left the executive no other alter- 
native than to negotiate the treaty. The high and 
solemn duty of ratifying or rejecting it, is wisely de- 
volved on the senate by the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. 

JOHN TYLER. 

Washington: April 22, 1844. 


Agstract or tit Documents accompanying the 
president’s message to the senate, with the treaty of | 
annexation. 


The first letter of the correspondence is from Mes- | 


srs. Van Zandt and Henderson to Mr. Calhoun, al- 
‘leging the desire of the Texan people for the an- 
nexation; and shawing the assets and liabilities of 
‘Texas to be as follows: lands unappropriated 136,111- 
827 acres; debts of various descriptions, $7,000,000. 
Next is a Jetter from Mr. Van Zandt to Mr. Web- 
‘ster, December 14, 1842, showing the brutal and un- 
‘civilized character of the war waged by Mexico 
upon Texas, and urging the interference of the U, 
States, either to stop itor enforce its conduct ina 
_more Christian fashion. 
| Nexta letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Murphy, Au- 
gust 8, 1843, from which we give the essential pas- 
| Sages: 


| Sir: A private letter from a citizen of Maryland, 


then in London, contains the following passage: 
} ” + x + * * 


A movement of this sort cannot be contemplated 
iby us.in silence, Such an attempt upon any neigh- 
‘boring country would necessarily be viewed by this 
/goverument with very deep concern; but when it is 
made upon a nation whose territories juin the slave- 


The letter proceeds to impute to the British go- 
vernmenta cesign of entering into these arrange= 
ments, and urges that the United States have a high 
interest to counteract the attempt. 

The next letter is from Mr. Murphy to Mr. Up- 
shur, September 24, 1843, in which he gives him 
some aecount of this Mr. Andrews, aforesaid, who, 
it seems, on his return from London to Texas, was 
driven away by force, by the people, for having busied 
himself in such a project. The letter asserts that 
the British government entered warmly into the 
plan suggested by Andrews, and offered to secure 
the payment of the money to purchase the slaves of 
Texas, if they would allow a British agent to select 
lands sufficient to remunerate them, and secure said 
lands to them. ‘This version of the ridiculous trans- 
action played off in London, as understood from 
Andrews himself after his return, may serve to illus- 
trate the meaning of your London correspondent.” 
“But the negotiation now on foot between Texas 
and Mexico, through the medium, or rather under 
the control of Great Britain, has changed entirely 
the whole character of affairs, and’ demands the 
most prompt and energetic action of the government 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Murphy, after thus characterising the nego- 
tiation between Mexico and Texas. goes on with 
urgent advice to the United States to *ttake imme- 
diate steps” for the safety of her own ‘‘domestic in- 
stitutions.” 

Another letter from Mr. Murphy dated 23d Sept. 
is to the same effect. 

Nexta letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Murphy, 
22d September, expresses the deep concern of the 
president in regard to the policy of England, and 
requests that Mr. M. will communicate fully and 
freely with our minister in Mexico Mr. Thompson. 


Another from the same to the same, dated 23d 
September, in which great fears are expressed of 
the controlling influence the British are endeavoring 
to obtain in the Gulf of Mexico, and urging the 
most untiring vigilance in watching their move- 
ments. ‘Our country has an interest in it which 
involves her destinies.” 

A letter from the same to Mr. Everett, our minis- 
ter at London, dated 2st September, in which simi- 
lar apprehensions'are expressed, as to British inter- 
ference on the subject of slavery, directing him to 
use all diligence not only to obtain information of 
“secondary and auxiliary character’? but also to 
make “direct application to lord Aberdeen himself.” 

Another from the same to the same, marked ‘*Con- 
fidential,’? dated 28th September, goes more fully 
into the subjeet, argues the topic of domestic slavery, 
and more urgently presses Mr. Everett’s attention to 
the subject. 

Next we have Mr. Everett’s reply to Mr. Upshur’s 
first letter, dated 3d November, 1843, in which he 
details the conversation he had had with lord Aber- 
deen on the subject, who said he was glad it was in- 
troduced, as he liad intended himself to make some 
observations op it. He then proceeds to disclaim, 
very explicitly, any such views on the part of the 
British government, as had been attributed to them. 
“The suggestion that England had made or intended 
to make the abolition of slavery the condition of any 
treaty arrangement with Texas, was wholly without 
foundation. I[t had never been alluded to in that 








solemn interest. Itcannotbe permitted to succeed 
without the most strenuous efforts on our parts to 
arrest a calamity so serious to every partof our 
country. 

*% 


* * * * ” 


“T learn from a source entitled to the fullest con- 
fidence, that there is now herea Mr. Andrews, de- 
_ puted by the abolitionists of Texas to negotiate with 
‘the British government. Thathe has seen Lord 
| Aberdeen and submitted his project for the abolition 
of slavery in Texas, which is, that there shall be or- 
‘ganized a company in Eng!and, who shall advance a 
|suflicient sum to pay for the slaves now in ‘Texas 
|ahd receive in payment J’exas lands; that the sums 
thus advanced shall be paid over as an indemnity for 
the abolition of slavery; and [am authorised by. the 
Texan minister to say to you, that Lord Aberdeen 
has agreed that the British government will guaran- 
tee the payment of the interest on this loan, upon 
condition that the Texan government will abolish 
slavery.” 





fluence over the policy of ‘i'exas; dnd the present sit- 
‘uation of that country offers her every encourage- 


| ment to make the attempt. Pressed by an unrelenting 


‘enemy on her borders, her treasury exhausted, and 


treaty. ‘I’le prosperity of ‘l'exas will be equally in- | her credit almost destroyed, Texas is in a condition , 
| to need the support of other nations, andto obtain it dated Qist November, reiterating the president’s 
merce of the world, that prosperity will be secured | upon terms of great hardship and many sacrifices to 


teresting to all; in the increase of the general com- 


by annexation, 


herself.” 


holding states of our Union, it awakensa still more | 


‘lt is an important thing to England to obtain an in- 


connection. General Hamilton, a commissioner from 
Texas, bad proposed that Enzland should make or 
| guarantee a loan to lexas, to be used to aid her ir. 
obtaining from Mexico the recognition of her in- 
dependence Lord A. had himself at first thought 
well of it—but on proposing it to his colleagues in 
the cabinet, they dissented. and he himself did not 
| continue to countenance it—It however had no con- 
nection with the abolition of slavery. 

“In the course of the last summer he had been 
waited upon, as he supposed | was aware at the time, 
by a deputation of Ainerican abolitionists, who were 
desirous of engaging the British government in some 
such measure, (viz: of a loan, connected with the 
abolition of slavery,) but that he had given them no 
countenance whatever; he had informed them that, 
by every proper means of influence, he would en- 
courage the abolition of s!avery, and that he had re- 
commended the Mexican government to interest 
itself in the matter; but he told them, at the outset, 
that he should consider himself bound in good faith 
to repeat every thing that might pass between them 
to the Texan charge d’affairs.” 

Next is an extract from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Thomp- 
son, dated November 18th directing him to com- 
municate freely with Mr. Murphy, in Texas, for 
reasons assigned. 

Next a letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Murphy, 


anxiety on the subject and enjoining him to watch 
narrowly the proceedings of the commissioners ap- 
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pointed to treat with Mexico. ‘That the influence 
of England willbe strenuously felt in the proceed- 
ings of that commission cannot be doubted.” 

Next, a Jong letter arom Mr. Upshur to Mr. 
Murphy, dated January 16th, 1844, probably written 
in consequence of ascertaining that the Texas go- 
vernment hesitated to enter into negotiations for an- 
nexation, though no document appears to have been 
sent to the senate communicating that fact. This 
letter expatiates at great Jength upon the advantages 
which Texas wouldderive from annexation,—-urges 
identity of feelings, interest, and institutions,—the 
danger she would be exposed to in case of a hostile 
disposition being engendered, as would unquestiona- 
bly be the case, if Texas were in any way to become 
dependent upon England, the impolicy and dan- 
ger of which is argued at some length. Upon the 
whole, this letter is in a tone of very anxtous soli- 
citude, if not of entreaty, on the part of the United 
States to induce Texas to adopt the course. Mr. 
Murphy is instructed earnestly to urge upon presi- 
dent Houston the necessity of taking measures deci- 
sively and promptly. ‘tA great responsibility rests 
upon him; and for the sake of his country, as well as 
our own,—for the sake of the harmony of the world, 
remoicly, if not immediately connected with his 
decision; I hope that he will not reject the offer that 
we make,” &e. 

The next, isa letter enclosed by the British min- 
ister, Mr. Pakenham, from lord Aberdeen, dated the 
26th December, 1843, containing an explicit disa- 
vowal of any design on the part of the British go- 
vernment of any interference or contro! over Texas, 
or in the negotiation between her and Mexico.— 
‘‘Both those governments will be left at full liberty 
to make their own unfettered arrangements with 
each other, both in regard to slavery and all other 
points.” They equally disavow all idea of “seeking 
to act, directly or indirectly, in a political sense, on 
the United States through Texas.” 

“The British government, as the United States well 


knows, have never sought in any way to stir up dis- | 


affection or excitement of any kind in the slave hold- 
ing states of the American Union. Much as we 
should wish to see those states placed on the firm 
and solid footing which we conscientiously believe is 


to be altained by general freedom alone, we have | 


never in our treatment of thetn made any difference 
between the slave-holding and free states of the 
Union. ' All are, in our eyes, entitled, as component 
members of the Union, to equal political respect, fa- 
vor, and forbearance, on our part. To that wise and 
just policy we shall continue to adhere; and the go- 
verrmenits of the slave.holding states inay be assur- 
ed that although we shall not desist from those open 
and honest efforts which we have constantly made 
for procuring the abolition of slavery throughout the 
world, we shall neither openly nor secretly resort to 
any measures which can tend to disturb their inter. 
nal tranquility, or thereby to effect the prosperity of 
the American Union.” 


The next Jetter is a long one from Mr. Calhoun to 
Mr. Pakenham, dated 18th April, 1844, in which he 
takes exception to the dispusition of Great Britain, 
as avowed in the preceding paragraph, in relation to 
the abolition of slavery in other than her own do- 
minions, and proceeds to argue at length the superi- 
ority of the condition of the Africans in this country 
that are held as slaves, over those that are liberated, 
to prove which, he refers to the statistics of the last 
census, and to their moral condition in the slave 


states as compared wilh those jn the free siates, from 
all which he conctudes, that the disposition as ex- | 


fand, among others, has left the boundaries of Texas 
withont specification, so that what the line of boun- 
dary should be might be an open question, to be 
fairly and fully discussed and settled according to the 


rights of each, and the mutual interest and security of 
the two countries.” 





MR. CLAY ON THE TEXAS QUESTION. 





TO THE EDITORS OF THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 
Raleigh, April 17, 1844. 

GENTLEMEN: Subsequent to my departure: from 
Ashland, in December last, J] received various com- 
munications from popular assemblages and private 
individuals, requesting an expression of my opinion 
upon the question of the annexation cf Texas to the 
United States. I have forborne to reply to them, be- 
cause it was not very convenient, during the progress 
of my journey, todo so, and for other reasons. I did 
not think it proper, unnecessarily, to introduce at 
present a new element among the other exciting sub- 
jects which agitate and engross the public mind.— 
The rejection of the overture of Texas, some years 
‘ago, to become annexed to the United States, had 
jens with general acquiescence. Nothing had since 
{ 








occurred materially to vary the question. -I had seen 
no evidence of a desire being entertained, on the part 
of any considerable inde of the American people, 
that Texas should become an integral part of the 
United States. During my sojournin New Orleans, 
I had, indeed, been greatly surprised, by information 
which | received from Texas, that, in the course of 
last fall, a voluntary overture had proceeded from the 
executive of the United States to the authorities of 
Texas to conclude a treaty of annexation; and thal, 
in order to overcome the repugnance felt by any of 
them toa negotiation upon the subject, strong and, as 
| believed, erroneous representations had been made 
to them of a state of opinion in the Senate of the U. 
States favorable to the ratification of such a treaty. 


cerlained that a number of senators, varying from 
thirty-five to forty-two, were ready to sanction such 
a treaty. I was aware, too, that holders of Texas 
lands and Texas scrip, and speculators in them, were 
\actively engaged in promoting the objeet of annexa- 
tion. Still, | did not believe that any executive of 
|the United States would venture upon so grave and 
| momentous a proceeding, not only without any gen- 
eral manifestation of public opinion in favor of it, but 
in direct opposition to strong and decided expressions 
of public disapprobation. But it appears that I was 
mistaken. ‘To the astonishment of the whole nation, 
we are now informed that a treaty of annexation has 
been actually concluded, and is to be submitted to the 
senate for its consideration. The motives for my 
silence, therefore, no longer remain, and J feel it to 
be my duty to present an exposition of my views and 
opinions upon the question, for what they may be 
worth, to the public consideration. J adopt this me- 
thod as being more convenient than several} replies to 
the respective communications which J have received. 


1 regret that I have not the advantage of a view of 
the treaty itself, so as to enable me to adapt an ex- 
pression of my opinion to the actual conditions and 
stipulations which it contains. Not possessing that 
opportunity, I am constrained to treat the question 
according to what I presume to be the terms of the 
treaty. If, without the Joss of national character, 
without the hazard of foreign war, with the general 
| concurrence of the nation, without any danger to the 








integrity of the Union, aud without giving an unrea- 
sonable price for Texts, the question of annexation 





were satisfied with it, appropriations were made to 
carry it into eflect, the line of the Sabine was recor. 
nised by us as cur boundary, in negotiations both with 
Spainand Mexico, after Mexico became indepen- 
dent, and measures have been in actual progress to 
mark the Jine, from the Sabine to Red river, and 
thence tothe Pacific ocean. We have thus fairly 
alienated our title to Texas, by solemn national com- 
pacts, to the fulfilment of which we stand bound by 
good faith and national honor, It is, therefore, per. 
fectly idle and ridiculous, if not dishonorable, to talk 
of resuming our title to Texas, as if we had never 
parted with it. Wecan no more do thatthan Spaincan 
resume Florida, Franee, Louisiana, or Great Britain 
the 13colonies, now composing a part of the U. States. 


During the administration of Mr. Adams, Mr. 
Poinsett, minister of the United States at Mexico, 
was instructed by me, with the president’s authority, 
to propose a re-purchase of Texas; but he forbore 
even to make an overture for that purpose. Upon 
his return to the United States, he informed me, at 
New Orleans, that his reason for not making it was, 
that he knew the purchase was wholly impracticable, 
and that he was persuaded that, if he made the over- 
ture, it would have no other effect than to aggravate 
irritations, already existing, upon matters of diffe- 
rence between the two countries. — 

The events which have since transpired in Texas 
are well known. She revolted against the govern- 
ment of Mexico, flew to arms, and finally fought and 
won the memorable battle of San Jacinto, apnthilat- 
ing a Mexican army and making a captive of the 
Mexican president. ‘The signal suecess of that re- 





: , of an impartial world. 
According to these representations, it had been as-| P 


volution was greatly aided, if not wholly achieved, 
| by citizens of the United States who had migrated 
to Texas. These succors, if they econld not always 
be prevented by the government of the United States, 
| were furnished in a manner and to an extent which 
| brought upon us some national reproach in the eyes 
And, in my opinion, they 
impose on us the obligation of scrupulously avoiding 
the imputation of having instigated and aided the re- 
volution with the ultimate view of territorial aggran- 
dizement. After the battle of San Jacinto, the U. 
States recognised the independence of ‘Texas, in con- 
formity with the principle and practice which have 
always prevailed in their councils of recognising the 
government “de. fucto,” without regarding the question 
de jure. That recognition did not affect or impair the 
rightsof Mexico, or change the relations which existed 
between her and Texas. She, on the contrary, has pre- 
served all her rights, and has continued to assert, and 
so far as I know yet asserts, herright to reduce J'exas 
to obedience, as a part of the republic of Mexico.— 
According to late intelligence, it is probable that she 
has agreed upona temporary suspension of hostilities; 
but, if that has been done, I presume it is with the 
purpose, upon the termination of the armistice, of 
renewing the war and enforemg her rights, as she 
considers them. 

This narrative shows the present actual condition 
of Texas, so far as] have information about it. If it 
be correct, Mexico has not abandoned, but perscveres 
in the assertion of her rights by actual force of arms, 
which, if suspended, are intended to be renewed.-— 
Under these circumstances, if the government of the 
United States were to acquire Texas, it would ae- 
quire along with it all the incumbrances which Texas 
lis under, and among them the actual or suspended 
war between Mexico and Texas. Of that conse- 
quence there caynot bea doubt. Annexation and 
| war with Mexico are identical. Now, for one, I cer- 
tainly am not willing to mvolve this country ina 





yressed, of constant exertions on the part of Great | were presented, it would appear in quite a different! foreign war for the object of acquiring Texas. i 
britain to effect throughout the world the emancipa- | light from that in which, I apprehend, it 1s now to be | know there are those who regard such a war with in- 
tion of 


(the blacks, “so far from being wise or humaue, 
would involve in the greatest calamity the whole 


| regarded. 
The United States acquired a title to Texas, ex- 


difference and as a trifling affair, on account of the 
weakness of Mexico, and her mabuility to inflict se- 


country, and especially the race whom it is her|terding, as J believe, to the Rio del Norte, by the; rious injury upon this country. But | do not look 


avowed object to benefit.” 


The ! 


treaty of Louisiana. They ceded and relinquished 


‘upon it thus lightly. I regard all wars as great cala- 


ast article is a despatch from Mr. Calhoun to | that title to Spain by the treaty of 1819, by which the | mities, to be avoided, if possible, and honorable peace 


Mr. Benjamin E. Green, communicating officially | Sabine was substituted for the Rio del Norte as our | as the wisest and truest policy of this country. What 


= y "oO ; ie . . wa & 4 Tae P j ° 
the coucjusion of the treaty of annexation of Texas | western boundary. This treaty was negotiated un- | the United 
for the iniormation of the Mexican government,—a | der the administration of Mr. Monroe, and with the | patience. 


States most need are union, peace, and 
Nor do I think that the weakness of a 


. . . P aa ; « roe 0 i ] sine 
measure which the letter Says **wus forced on the | concurrence of his cabinet, of which Messrs. Craw- power should form a motive, in any case, for inducing 


goverument of the United States, in self-defence, in 
consequence of the policy of Great Britvin in refer- 
ence to the abolition cf siavery in Texas.” 

**You will finally assure the government of Mexico 
that the government of the United Siates would have 
been happy. if circumstances had permitted 1t, to 
actin concurrence with that of Mexico in taking 
the step it has; but with all its respect for Mexico, 
and anxicus desire that the two countries should 
continue on friendJy terms, it could not make what it 
believed might involve the safety of the Union itself 


depend on the contingency of obtaining the previous | 


consei.t of Mexico. 
due regard to the safety of the Union do that, it has 
taken every precaution to make the terms of the 
treaty as little ob;ectionable to Mexico as possible; 


ford, Calhoun, and Wirt, being a majority, all south- 
lern.gentlemen, composed a part. When the treaty 
'was laid before the house of representatives, being a 
i'member of that body, lexpressed the opinion, which 
I then entertained, and still hold, that Texas was sa- 
'crificed to the acquisition of Florida. We wanted 
Florida; but I thought it must, from its position, ine- 
| vitably fall into our possession; that the point of a few 
| years, sooner or later, was of no sort of consequence, 
and that in giving five millions of dollars and ‘lexas 
‘for it, we gave more than a just equivalent. But, if 
| we made a great sacrifice in the surrender of Texas, 


But while it could not with a| we ought to take care not to make too great a sacri- 
| fice in the attempt to re-acquire it. 


| My opinions of the inexpediency of the treaty of 


1819 did not prevail. The country and congress 


us to engage in or to depreciate the evils of war.-— 
| Honor and good faith and justice are equally due from 
| this country towards the weak astowards the strong. 
| And, if an act of injustice were to be perpetrated to- 
| wards any power, It would be more compatible with 
‘the dignity of the nation, and, in my judgment, less 
| dishonorable, to inflict it upon a powerful instcad ol 
a weak foreign nation. Butare we periectly sure 
that we should be free from injury in a state of war 
with Mexico? Have we any security that countiess 
numbers of foreign vessels, under the authority and 
flag of Mexico, would not prey upon our defenceiess 
commerce in the Mexican guil, on the Pacilic ocean, 
and on every other sea and ocean? What commerce, 





on the other hand, does Mexico offer, as an indemnity 
for our losses, to the gallantry and enterprise of cur 
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countrymen? This view of the subject supposes that| the confederacy? If my information be correct, it} cularly to know your opinions as to the constitution- 
the war would be confined to the United States and| would not. According to that, the territory of Texas | ality and expediency of immediately annexing ‘lex- 
Mexico as the only belligerents. But have we any | is susceptible of a division into five states of conveni-| as to the United States, so soon as the consent of 
certain guaranty that Mexico would obtain no allies} ent size and form. Of these, two only would be Texas may be had to such annexation. 
among the great Furopean: powers? Suppose any adapted to those peculiar institutions to which [have| The letters of Mr. Webster and General Jackson 
such powers, jealous of our increasing greatness, and | referred, and the other three, lying west and north of on this subject—the refusal of the Jegislature of 
disposed to check our growth and cripple us, were to San Antonio, being only adapted to farming and graz-| Kentucky to pass approbatory resolutions—the votes 
take part in behalf of Mexico in the war, how would ing purposes, from the nature of their soil, climate, ‘taken in the legislatures of Pennsylvania, New York, 
the different belligerents presentthemselves to Chris- | and productions, would not admit of those institu-/ and, as Lam just informed, Maine—and the im pres- 
tendom and the enlightened world? We have been| tions. In the end, therefore, there would be two! sjon that Mr. Clay will opnose the annexation,—give 
seriously charged with an inordinate spirit of terri- slave and three free states probably added to the} great importance to your opinions. 
torial aggrandizemen!; and, without admitting the | Union. If this view of the soil and geography of | It is believed that a full and frank declaration 
justice of the charge, it must be owned that we have Texas be correct, it might serve to diminish the zeal | heitia th eadeatite. ty" this scabit bestidist : wv iPeanee 
made vast acquisitions of ‘territory within the last! both of those who oppose and those who are urging | Tact Catia +A ie dduse: at D ibe nite es critica él 
forty years. Suppose Great Britain and France, or | annexation. Fad atk Ze ish id ou payee Tee n 5 Sit ' tes : 
one of them, were to take part with Mexico, and, by! Should Texas be annexed to the Union, the United | sn oy ath slit “pa * pay. ee f fe ve he 
a manifesto, were to proclaim that their objects were | States wil assume and become responsible for the | 4 hid i ; oy ai a4 coke} ie : wr ‘ Shige y 
to assist a weak and helpless ally to check the spirit debt of Texas, be its amount what it may. What it! beam hii) bi dss at if 7 yn ay adlite’ ‘te habe ante 
of encroachment and ambition of an already over-| is, I do not know certainly; but the least { have seen | wir do tanks st f z : sat ike S a iat te ay 
grown republic, seeking still further acquisitions of | it stated at is thirteen millions of dollars. And this | Nth Fem: p sept x ans ‘alee 1s pet nbtieite: 
territory, to maintain the independence of Texas,| responsibility will exist, whether there be a stipula- | ie bike ‘ Hie a T 7 i blish it HAY i titte 
disconnected with the United States and to prevent} tion in the treaty or not expressly assuming the pay- sana z aged Arn 1 te ”y vn * re tthe 
the further propagation of slavery from the United! ment of the debt of Texas. For I suppose it to be| , " Ager ie enh heaps ti by ’ 2 } ne ~ een 
States, what would be the effect of such allegations | undeniable that, if one nation becomes incorporated | Rateet it ts ‘ie ail reathe ; yo, weet y a I 
upon the judgment of an impartial and enlightened | in another, all the debts, and obligations, and incum- | an oe pci AK x 1 anaes? bade vente bye sd 
world? | brances, and wars of the incorporated nation, become a ik ste tte A he bard ag ice: , 
Assuming that the annexation of Texas is war with | the debts, and obligations, and incumbrances, and ase pe oe suggesting Seat, SOP WIS your i. 
Mexico, is it competent to the treaty-making power | Vrs of the common nation created by the incorpora- a keihin ng print sg fn yelsrt Ped te 
to plunge this country into war, not only without the | "on. ; he peeencs mone per tec ne i oe enn oee by 
concurrence of, but without deigning to consult con-| _ 1 any European nation entertains any ambitious tl ° or ol i ceibl ‘ phy sh ape she ' Big remy er y 
gress, to which, by the constitution, belongs exclu- | designs upon Texas, such as that of colonizing her,| | at ie Sprint hy ‘th ai deg act Wale ¢oks 
sively the power of declaring war? or in any way subjugating her, 1 should regard it as| f bg A tea fier WA W ; great respect, truly your 
l have hitherto considered the question upon the the imperative duty of the government of che Tamed | PIS S08 PHORIEES. SRE TEE. W. H. HAMMET 
supposition that the annexation is attempted without | States to oppose to such designs the most firm and Bh OE Uae Hotel dihdes al 
the assent of Mexico. If she yrelds her consent, that | determined resistance, to the extent, if necessary, of ope ie! Re cae lonwatd: Naw War 
would materially affect the foreign aspect of the ques appealing to ‘arms to prevent the accomplishment of sindenwald, NCW ZOrK. 
tion, if it did not remove all foreizn difficulties. On any such designs. The executive of the United States | Lis ae aL Apa SO 7Re4 
the assumption of that assent, the question would be | OMS" to be informed as to the aims and views of fo- | M jy Fon arta ' ‘gal ar MI it 
confined to the domestic considrations which belong | "e#gn powers with regard to Texas, and [ presume) | “°¥ DEAS hi bee hh datas ac ie phy tr Ma 
to it, embracing the terms and conditions upon which that, if there be any of the exceptionable character | last, tat duly received. ! 
annexation is proposed. I do not think that Texas' which [ have indicated, the executive will disclose | Acting as an unpledged delegate to the Baltimore 
ought 10 be received into the Union, as an integral to the co-ordinate departments of the government, if, convention you ask ny Opibion in regard to the con- 
part of it, in decided wishes of a M0t to the public, the evidence of them. From what stitutionality and expediency of an immediate annex- 
cousiderable and respectable portion of the confed-| 4 have seen and heard, | believe that Great Britain | ation of Pexas to the United States, or as soon as the 
eracy. Ithink it far more wise and important to #85 recently formally and solemnly disavowed any ; assent of ‘Texas may be had to such annexation.— 


bey 
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Cuuipose a 1d harmonize the present confederacy, aS such aims or purposes—has declared that she is de- Up mn the rece ipl ol yout Jeter, 4 caused you to be 
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it now exists, than loiniroduce a lene element of dis-| S!"eus only of the independence of Texas, and that} forthwith informed thai your request should be com- 
eord and distraction iuto it. In my humble opinion, she has no intention to interfere in her domestie in-| plied with in full season for the convention, This 
it should pe the constant and earnest endeavor of) Stitutions. If she has made such disavowal and de-| promise | shali now perform. But, lest my motives 
Amertean statesmen to eradicate prejudices, to cul- claration, I presume they are in the possession of the in making a public avowal of my opinions, whilst a 
tivate and foster concord, and to produce general | *ecutive. Wa hegotiation is supposed to be pending, should be mis- 
r arts ofourconfederacy. And! In the future progress of events, it is probable that) coustrued, | shall send this to a friend who will de- 
truce wisdom, it scems iv ine, points tothe duty of tere will be a voluntary or forcible separation of the | lay its delivery as long as that can be done consist- 
rendering its present members happy, prosperous, | British North American possessions from the parent) ently with a faithful compliance with the require- 
and satistied with each other, rather than to attempt | Country. 1 am strongly inclined to think that it will; ments of your letter, and the general objects for 
to introduce alien members, against the common con- | 2@ best for the happiness of ali parties that, in that| which it was written. 
sent and with the certainty of deep dissatisfaction. — event, they should be erected into a separate and in- You by no means overrate the importance of the 
Mr. Jefferson expressed the opinion, and others be-| dependent republic. With the Canadian republic on | subject upon which you have been pleased to address 
lieved, that it never was in the contemplation of the | 0% side, that of Texas on the other, and the Uniled| me. {tis not only a question of intense interest to 
framers of the constitution to add foreign territory to | States, the friend of both, between them, each could | every part of the country, but is unhappily also one 
the confederacy, out of which new states were to be | 2¢¥ance its own happiness by such constitutions, | in pegard to which we may not promise ourselves that 
formed. © The acquisitions of Louisiana and Florida | !8W8, and measures, as were best adapted to its pecu-| unanimity in opinions which is so important when 
may be defended upon the peculiar ground of the re-| iat condition. They would be natural allies, ready, | great national questions like this are to be decided. 
lation in which they stood to the states of the Union. | by co-operation, to repel any European or foreign) That those which | am about to express will, in at 
After they were admitted, we might well pause a/| attack upon either. Each would afford a secure re-| Jeast one important particular, differ from that of 
while, people our vast wastes, develop our resources, | fuge * the persecuted and oppressed driven into exile| many friends, political and personal, whose judg- 
prepare the means of defending what we possess, and | by either of the others. They would emulate each | ments and purity of views | holdin high and habitu- 
augment our strength, power, and greatness. If other in improvements, in free institutions, and in the | al respect, I can well imagine; and it is quite evident, 
hereafter further territory should be wanted for an ; Science of self-government. Whilst Texas has adopt-| from the tenor of your letier, that they will not in 
increased population, we need entertain no appre-| ed our constitution as the model of hers, she has, in| all respects correspond with your own. If, however, 
hensions but that it willbe acquired by means, it is to | several important particulars, greatly improved upon | such of my fellow citizens as are neither influenced 
be hoped, fair, honorable, and constitutional. it. by prejudices, nor warped by self-interest, concede 
It is useless to disguise that there are those who! Although T have felt compe led, from the nature ; lo my Opinions the merit of having been formed un- 
espouse and these wha eppose the aunexation of! of the inquiries addressed to me, to extend this com-| der views directed to the preservation and advanee- 
Texas upon the ground of the influence which jt! munication toa mach greater length than I could) mentof the honor and best interests of our common 
would exert, in the balance of political power, be-| have wished, I could not do justice to the subject, and | country, as a whole, and expressed with a sincerity 
tween two great sections of the Union. [ conceive | farrly and fully expose my own opinions in a shorter | which has overlooked, as far us our feeble natures 
that no motive for the acquisition of foreign territory | space. In conclusion, they may be stated in a few} will permit us to do, all personal considerations, my 
woul ibe more unfortunate, or pregnant with more | words to be, that [ consider the annexation of Texas, | most favorable anticipations will be realized. 
fatal consequences, than that of obtaining it for the ‘at this time, without the assent of Mexico, as a mea.-| 
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arboks of STPeHOA OARS Nk Ries ; Bens oaper ager ae Ail ~4-) Tt has already been made my duty to act officially 
Pp ivy Ose - sire og Nhening tite part agatnst anothne r sure compromising ine na were Cc MaPACtey ; involving | on al least two several oocasions birt in ditierent 
part of the common coniederacy. Sueh a principle, | us certainty in war with Mexico, probably with other} ¢ : ' ; > if Beds 
; p 4 4 < bit, a ' da ’ we ’ . 25 a wae - - " *y : 4 P S19 h) or z siter ft °F ; .. od 
put tid hebes forms, upon the su yee t matter to whicn your ques 
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practical ‘ peration, would menace the extst-| foreiga powers, dangerous to the integrity of the} tions have reference 
ence it did not certainly sow the seeds of a disgo-| Union, inexpedient in the present financial condition} —.- poi ein: noeleed: 
Jution of the Union. [t would be to proclaim to the! of the country. and not called for by any general ex- 
world an insatiable and unqnenchable thirst for fo-| pression of public opinion. 


reign conquest or acquisition of territory. Forifto-| Lam, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
HENRS CLAY. 


li 
: Having charge of the department of state in 1829, 
I prepared, by direction of the president, instruc- 
tions to our minisicr at Mexico, by which he was 
directed to open without delay, a negotiation with 
the Mexican government for the purchase ofa frea- 
ter part of the then province of Texas, and by which 
he was likewise authorized to insert in the treaty a 
would become necessary to equalize and-adjust the | provision similar to that in the Louisiana aid Miori- 
balance of political power. Finally, in the progress | — —} da treaties, fur the incorporation of the inhabitants 
of this spirit of universal dominion, the part of the| House of Representatives, March 27. 1344. of Texas into the Union as Sgon #5 it could be done 
confederacy which isnow weakest, would find itself| My pear sirt Under the belief that it is the right} consistently with the princsp.es of the federal con- 
still weaker from the impossibility of securing new | of every free citizen, in a free government, to know | SUtuton. Phe reasons in favor of this measure | 
theatres for those peculiar institutions which it is| the opmions of those who aspire to public station, | stated at large in that document. 
Charged with dDeing desirous to extend. }upon great public questions, as one of your warmest In taking this step, tho administration of president 
But would ‘Texas, ultimately, really add strength | supporters in 1836 and 1840, and as ‘an unpledged | Jackson renewed (tut, as was supposed, under more 
O that which is uow considered the weakest part of! delegate to the Baltimore convention, I desire parti- }fayorable circunistances) an altempt lo accomplisi 


day .¢X%as ve acquir »d to strenethen one part of the] 
coutederacy, to-morrow Canada may be required Lo | onaniinsins siheteadaiel — 
add strength to another. And, after that might have | : os . at ie 
been obtained, still other and farther acquisitions} MRe VAN BUREN’S LETTER ON AN- 
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the same object which had been made by its imme- 
diate predecessor. Instructions, similar in their ge- 
neral object, had, in the second year of the latter 
administration, been sent from the department of 
state to the same American minister at Mexico. I 
am not aware that there were any material differ- 
ences between them, other than those of 1827 pro- 
osed an acquisition of territory as far west as the 
Rio del Norte—being, I believe, the extreme west- 
ern boundary of ‘Texas—whilst the cession asked 
for by president Jacksan extended only as far west 
as the centre of the Desert or Grand Prairie, which 
lies east of the river Nuecés; and that for the fron. 
tier the payment of one million of dollars was au- 
thorized whilst, by the administration of president 
Jackson, the American minister was permitted to go 
as high as four, and, if indispensable, five millions. 
Both authorized agteements for smaller portions of; 
territory, and the payments were modified accord-| 
ingly, In respect for the proposed stipulations for the 
ultimate incorporation of the inhabitants into the 
Union, both instructions were identical. 
In August, 1837, a proposition was received at the 
department of state, from the Texian minister at 
Washington, proposing a negotiation for the annexa- 
tion of ‘Texas to the United States. This was the 
first time the question of a foreign independent state | 
had éver been presented to this government. In de- | 
ciding upon the dispdsition that onght to be made of 
it, I did not find it'necessary to consider the question | 
‘of constitutional power, nor'the manner in which the | 
“object should be accomplished, if deemed expedient | 
and proper... Both these’ points were therefore, in| 
terms, passed over in the reply of the secretary of | 
state to the Texan minister, as subjects the conside-| 
ration of which had not been entered upon by the, 
executive. 
The first of these, viz: constitutional power—is | 
now presented by your inqniries; not, however, in| 
precisely the same form, | 








Then the application was | 
for the immediate admission of Texas into the Union 
as an independent state; your question looks only to! 
its annexation as part of the territory of the United 
States. ‘There is no express power giving to any | 
department of the government to purchase territory | 
except for the objects specified in the constitution, 
viz: for arsenals, &c.; but the power has, on several | 
very important oecasions, been regarded as embrac- | 
ed in the treaty-making power; and territories have | 
beey so annexed with a view and under engagements | 
for their ultimate admission into the Union as states. 

If there be nothing in the situation or condition of 
the territory of Texas, which would render ifs ad- 
mission hereafter into the Union as a new state’ im-| 
proper, I cannot perceive any objection, on constitu | 
tional grounds, to its annexation as‘a territory. In 
speaking of the right to admit new states, | must, cf! 
course, be understood as: referring to the power of | 
congress. The executive apd senate may, as [ have 
already observed, by the exercise of the treaty-mak- 
ing power, acquire territory; but new states cantonly | 
be admitted by congress; and the sole puthortiy over | 
the subject, which is given torit by the constitution, 
“js contained jo the following provision, viz: ‘new 
states may be admitted by the congress into this) 
Union.” ‘The only restrictions impesed upon. this! 
general power are, Ist, That no new states shall be 
formed or erected within. the jurisdiction ef any 
other state; nor, Qdly, “Any state formed by the junc- 
tion of two or more states, or parts of states, with- | 
out the consent of the legislatures concerned, as well | 
as Of congress’’—restrictions which have no bearing | 
upon the present question. The matter, therefore, | 
Stands as it would doif the constitution said ‘new | 
states may be admitted by the congress into this| 
Union,” without addition or restriction. That these | 
words, taken by themselves, are broad enough to} 
authorize the admission of the territory of T'exas, | 
eannot, | think, be well doubted; nor do I perceive 
upon what principle we can set up limitations to a 
power so unqualifiedly recognized by the constitu- 
tion in the plain simple words | have quoted, and | 
with which no other provision of that instrument| 
conflicts in the slightest degree. But if, with no 
other guides than our own discretion, we assume li- 
Mitations upon a power so general, we are at least! 
bound to give te them some intelligible and definite | 
character. . The most natural, and indeed the only 
one of that nature which has been suggested, and | 
which was presented by Mr. Jefferson whilst he en-| 
tertained doubts in respect to the constitutional pow- | 


| 
| 





er toadmit Louisiana, is, that the new states to be | 


admitted must be formed out of territory, not foreign, 
but which constituted a part of the United States, at 
the declaration of independence, or the adoption ol 
the constitution. So far from there being any thing 
in the language of the constitution, or to be found in 
the extraneous and cotemporaneous circumstances 
which preceded and attended its adoption, to show 


| States, provided two-thirds of the members present 


draft of a constitution, reported by that committee, 





that such was the intentions of its framers, they are, 











in my judgment, all strongly the other way. In the 
first place, the articles of confederation, under which 
the Union was originally formed, and which gave 
place to the present constitution, looked directly toa 
broader extension of the. confederacy. It contained 
a provision that “Canada, acceding to the constitu- 
tion, and joining in the measures of the United 
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the 
advantages of this Union; but No ornuer coLony shall 
be admitted into the same, unless such admission be 
agreed to by nine states.” The practicability, as well 
as expediency, of making Canada a member of the 
Union, did certainly, tosome extent at least, occupy 
the minds of our public men, as well before the close 
of the revolution, as between that event and. the 
formation of the new constitution. This is, how- 
ever, only a link in the chain of evidencegto make 
probable what subsequent events make certain, that 
the framers of the constitution had their eyes upon 
this very question, when this section was finally set- 
lied. That part of the constitution, as appears by 
the journal of the proceedings of the convention, 
was presented in a variety of forms before it assum- 
ed the shape in which it was finally adopted. 


In the resolutions offered by Mr. Edward Ran- 
dolph, as a basis for the new constitution, and which 
contained the first propositions of that character 
whieh were submitted to it, the power in question 
was described as follows, viz: “that provisions ought 
to be made for the admission of states lawfully aris- 
ing within the limits of the United States, whether aris- 
ing from a voluntary junction of government or 
otherwise, with the consent'of a number of voices 
in the legislature, Jess than the whole.” In Mr. 
Charles Pinckney’s draft, it was proposed that “the 
legislature shall have power to admit new states in- 
to the Union, on the same terms with the original 


in both houses agree—leaving out the clause in re 
spect to the character of the territory. Mr. Ran- 
dolph’s proposition, containing the restriction con- 
fining the power to states lawfully arising within the 
limits of the United States, was at one time adopted 
in committee of the whole, and, in that state, refer- 
red with others to the committee of detail. In a 


the article upon this subject contained the following | 
propositions: Ist. That new states, lawfully consti- 





tuted or established within the limits of the United 
States might be admitted by the legislature 4n this 
government. 2d. That to such admission, the con-| 


‘sent of two-thirds of the members present in each ' 


house should be necessary. 3d. That if a new state 
should arise within the limits of any of the present 
states, the consent of the lezislature of such states 
should also be necessary to its admission. 4th. That 
if the admission was consented to, the new. states 
should be admitted on the same terms with the origi- 
nal states; and Sth. That the legislature might 
make conditions with new states concerning the pub- | 
lie debt then subsistings The 2d, 4th, and 5th eclaus- | 
es were stricken out by the votes of the convention; | 
and aiter that had been done; the following was) 
adopted as aisubstitnte for the / whole, viz: “New | 
states may be admitted by the legislature into the | 
Union; but no new state shall be erected within the 
limits of any of the present states, without the con- 
sent of the legislature of such state; as well as of 
| the general legislature’—leaving out that part of 
| the first clause which related to the domestic char- 
acter of the territory; and this substitute was conse-| 








quently revised and amended, so as to make it con-| 
form in its phraseology to the section as it now stands | 
in the constitution. These proceedings show that 
the proposition to restrict the power to admit 
new states to the territory without the original li- 
mits of the United States, was distinctly before the 
convention, once adopted by it, and finally rejected 
in favor of a clause making the power in this respect 
general. Whatever diflerences of opinion may exist 
as to the propriety of referring to extraneous matter 
to influence the construction of the constitution where 
its language is explicit, there can certainly be no 
objections to a resort to such aids to test the correct- 
ness of interferences, having no other basis than sup- 
posed improbabuiiitics. 1 have not, therefore, been 
able to bring my mind to any other satisfactory con- 
clusion than that it was the intention of the con- 
vention to give the power of admitting new states to 
congress, with no ather limitations than those which 
are specified in that instrument. ‘The language em- 
ployed, the specifications of certain restrictions, the 
adoption and subsequent exclusion of that which is 
now referred to, together with the subsequent and 
coutinued action of the new government, all seem to 
combine to reuder this interpretation of the consti- 
tution the true one. Propositions for annexation can 
cerlainly be imagined, of a character so unwise and 
improvident as to strike the minds of all with re- 





pugnance. Butif we look over the conceded pow- 








ers of congress, we shall also find many others, the 
abuse of which might involve, toan equally great 
extent, the well being of the republic, and agsinst 
which abuse the coustitutien lias provided no other 
safeguar.ls than the responsibilities to their constitn- 
ents and to the laws of the land, of those whose 
sanction is necessary to the validity of an act of con- 
gress. Nor is it very unreasonable to suppose that 
those who based their government upon the great 
principle that it is the right of the people to alter or 
abolish it, and to institute new ones, in such forms as 
they may think most likely to effect their safety and 
happiness, should feel themselves seeure in trusting 
to their representatives in the house, in the senute, 
and in the executive ohair, the right to admit new 
members into the confederaoy, with no other restric- 
tions than those which they have thought proper to 
specify. 

It was under this view of the constitution that the 
purchase of Louisiana in 1803, only fifteen years af- 
ter the adoption of the constitution, promising the 
incorporation of the ceded territory into the Union, 
and the admission, as soon as possible, of the inhabi- 
tants to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, 
and immunities of citizens of the United States, was 
ratified, confirmed, and finally executed by every 
branch of the federal government whose co-operation 
isrequired by the constitution. It is true, that Mr. 
Jefferson, in the interval between the negotiationand 
submission of the treaty to the senate, thréw'out ‘the 
opinion that the constitution had made no provision 
for our holding foreign territory, nor for incdrporat- 
ing foreign states into the Union. ‘The fact of his 
approving the treaty, and the laws necessary to its 
execution, must, however, be rezarded as conclusive 
proof that, upon looking further into the matter, his 
opinion was changed. ‘The attempt to convince him 
of his error was made by his friend, governor Nicho- 
las, as appears by Mr. Jefferson’s letter to him; and 
I have little doubt that, if his letters to Breckenridge 
and Nicholas had been published in his life-time, or 
his attention been in any other way directed to their 
contents, he would, from his habitual care in such 
matters, have avowed the change, and explained the 
grounds on which it was based. [i is equally true 
that the acceptance of the cession, as well as the ad- 
mission of the state, became party questions, and 
were contested with partisan warmth. Of the vital 
importance of that great acquisition to the safety, 
prosperity, and honor of the whole Union, there can, 
however, now be no diversity of opinion. But the 
councils of the nation, in the course of time, ceased 
to be at all divided upon the question of constitutional 
power to accept a cession of foreign territory, with a 
view to its ultimate admission into the Union. [n 
1819 the Spanish treaty for the cession of east and 
west Florida containing the usual stipulation for ult. 
mate incorporat‘on into the Union, was ratified; ard, 
upon the call of the names of the senators present, tt 
appeared that every one.voted for the ratification.— 
Upon the question of constitutional power, so far as 





| that case went, the senate of the United States had, 


therefore, become unanimous. 

Certainly no remarks are necessary to show that 
there can be no_ possib'e difference produced in the 
constitutional question by the relative positions of the 
territory comprising Louisiana, the Pioridas, and 
Texas, in respect to the old United States. 

Ihave gone thus fally and minutely into this mat- 
ter, as well from a deep sense of the vast tinportance 
of the question, as from a sincere desire to satisfy 


| those of my friends who may differ from me on this 


point, and whose opinions 1 hold in the highest re- 
spect, that [have not yielded my assent hastily or 
unadvisedly tothe views | have here taken of the 
subject. 

Having thus given you my views upon the eonsti- 
tutional question, [ will, with the same frankness, 
answer the remaining portion of your inquiries, viz: 
the expediency of immediately annexing Texas to the 
United States, or so soon as her consent to such an- 
nexation may be obtained, 

Ihave already referred to an application for the 
accomplishment of the same object that was made to 
this government by Texas, whilst I was president. 

The history of the Texan revolution, and the then 
condition of that republic, as well as the probable 
advantages to result to both from the proposed annex- 
ation, were placed before us in an elaborate and able 
communication. It can scarcely be necessary to say 
that the application was considered with that aften- 
tion and care which were due to so grave a proposi- 
tion, and under the full influence of feelings of sin- 
cere solici‘ude for the prosperity and permanent 
welfare of a young and neig!iboring state, whose in- 
dependence we had been the first toacknowledge— 
feelings which constitute, and I sincerely hope, ever 
will constitute, the prevailing sentiment of the peo- 
ple of the United States, In coming to the decision 
which it became my duty to make, I was aided, ip 
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addition to the other members of my cabinet, by the,ed. It is in. that way only that justice can be done 
counsel and constitutional advice of two distinguished | to my intentions; and that is all I desire. The an- 
citizens of your own section of the Union, of the first nexation of the territory, and the consequent assump- 
order of intellect, great experience in public affairs, | tion-by us of a responsibility to protect and defend 


‘and whose devotion to their own, as well as every , its inhabitants, would, in respect to the consideration 


other section of the Union, was above all question.— | to which Iam about to refer, stand upon the same 
The result of our united opinions was announced to footing with that of its admission asa state. The 
the Texian minister, (Gen. Hunt.) in a communica- | recognition of Texas as an independent state, was a 
tion from the late Mr. Forsyth, the substance of which , measure which received, in various and appropriate 
I cannot better express than by incorporating one or, forms, the sanction of every department of the gov- 
two brief extracts from it in this letter, Upon the ernment, whose co-operation was necessary to its va- 
general subjects, my own views, as well as those of | lidity, and had my hearty concurrence. From this 
my cabinet, were thus stated: act of our government just and proper in all respects 

“So long as Texas shall'remain at war, while the | as it was; an inference has, however, been drawn and 
United States are at peace with her adversary, the | brought to bear upon the present question, not only 
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the employment of any means which she may yet be dis 
posed or enabled to use, with the riew of re uniling thos 
provinces to the rest of her daminions.”” That these 
avowals were in strict conformity to the true princi- 
ples of the law of nations, there can be no doubt.— 
They were, at all events, those which this govern- 
menthas solemnly announced as its rule of action in 
regard to contests between rival parties for the su- 
preme power in foreign states. That the admission 
of Texas as a member of this confederacy, whilst the 
contest for the maintenance of the independence she 
has acquired was still pending, and a consequent as- 
sumption of the responsibility of protecting her 
against iavasion, would have been a plain departure 


proposition of the ‘Texan minister plenipotentiary ne-_ 


cessarily involves the question of war with that ad- 
versary, The United States are bound to Mexico by 
a treaty of amity and commerce, which will be scru- 
pulously observed on their part so long as it can be 
reasonably hoped that Mexico will perform her du- 
ties, and respect our rights under it. The United 
States might justly be suspected of a disregard of the 


friendly purposes of the compact, if the overture of | 


general Hunt were to be even reserved for future con- 
sideration, as this would imply a disposition on our 
part toespouse the quarrel of Texas with Mexico— 
a disposition wholly at variance with the spirit of the 
treaty, with the uniform policy and the obvious wel- 
fare, of the United States. 

“The inducements mentioned, by general Hunt for 
the United States to annex ‘Texas to their territory, 
are duly appreciated; but, powerful and weighty as 
certainly they are, they are light when opposed in the 
scale of reason to treaty obligations, and respect for 
that integrity of character by which the United States 
have sought to distinguish themselves since the esta- 
blishment of their right to claim a place in the great 
family of nations.” 

The intimation in general Hunt’s letter that Texas 
might be induced to extend commercial advantages 
to other nations to the prejudice of the United States, 
was thus noticed: 

“It is presumed, however, that the motives by 
which Texas has been governed in making this over- 
ture, will have equal force in impelling her to pre- 
serve, as an independent power, the most liberal com- 
mercial relations with the United States. Such a 
disposition will be cheerfully met, in a corresponding 
spirit, by thisgovernment. Jf the answer which the 
undersigned has been directed to give to the pro- 
position of general Hunt should unfortunately 
work such achunge in the sentiments of that go- 
verninent as to induce an altempt to extend com- 
mercial relations elsewhere, upon terms prejudicial 


to the United States, this government will be consoled | 
by the rectitude of its intentions, and 4 certainty that, | 


although the hazard of transient losses may be incur- 
red by a rigid adherence to just principles, no lasting 
prosperity can be secured when they are disregarded.” 

That these views were not altovether satisfactory 
to general Hunt, nor probably to his government, has 
been seen. But J think | may safely say that seldom, 
if. ever, has the decision, by this government, of a 
question of equal magnitude, been more decidedly or 
more unanimously approved by the people of the U. 
States. The correspondence was, very soon after it 
took place, communicated to congress, and although 
the public mind was at the time ina state of the 
highest excitement, and the administration daily as- 
sailed through every avenue by which it was deemed 


approachable, Tam yet to see the first sentence of | avowals of our own governinent. I do not remember | failed to approach to any definiie result,” 


complaint upon that point, in any quarter of the 
Union. Even a resolution offered in the senate, de- 
claring annexation, ‘whenever it could be effected 


consistently with the public faith and treaty stipulations of'| stating its character. 


the United Sates, desirable,” was ordered to be Jaid 
upon the table; and a similar disposition was made in 
the house of the papers upon the subject, which had 
been referred to the committee on foreign relations, 
and that committee discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the matter, upon its own application:— 
Nor were thie friendly relations then existing between 
that republic and the United States—to its honor bé 
it said—in any perceptible degree impaired by this 
decision. 

Standing im this position before the country, it be- 
comes my duty to consider whether either the nature 
of the question, or the circumstances of the case, 
have so far changed as to justify me in now advising 
a policy from which | then, in the most solemn form, 
dissented. 

In giving to you, and, through you to the public, 
the result of a very careful and dispassionate exami- 
nation of this grave question, should neither do jus: 
lice to yourself, to the patriotic state which you, in 
conjunction with others, are to represent in the con- 
vention, to the people of the United States, nor to my 
own position, if I failed to accompany it with a brief 
exposition of the grounds upon which [ have proceed- 


| 
: 
| world, not only that she was independent in fact, but | fully adopted. 


verygar beyond its real bearing, but by which its true | from the taws and usages of nations, and a violation 
character is entirely reversed. Many persons who |of the principles to which we had avowed our adhe- 


| enter. upon the consideration of the subject with the | rence in the face of the world, was too clear to be 


purest intention and are incapable of knowingly giv-| doubted. ‘Thus believing, I had on the occasion to 
ing a false interpretation to anything consected with | which | have referred, in the faithful discharge of the 
it, take it for granted that the United States, in re-| trust which the people had reposed in me, but one 
cognising the independence of Texas, declared to the | course to pursue; and that was promptly, but respect- 


also that she was such of right. Acting upon thiser-| return now to the question. Has the condition of 
roneous construction, they very naturally conclude, | the cantest between Texas and Mexico, for the sove- 








that having gone thus far, having examined into and | reignty of the former, so far changed as to render 
| passed not only upon the existence of her independ- | these principles now inapplicable? Whatis the atti- 
,ence, but also upon her right to its enjoyment, it is | tude which these two states at this moment occupy 


‘now (and more especially after the lapse of several |towards each other? Are they at war, or are they 
| years) too late to hesitate upon the question of an- no? We éannot evade this question if we would. — 
nexation on the ground of any existing controversy |'To enumerate all the circumstanées bearing upon it, 
\upon those points. The fallacy of this reasoning Wwiil | in a communication like this, would be impractiea- 
be apparent when it is considered that, the usage of |ble; nor. is it hecessary. In respect to the - parties 
“nations to acknowledge the government, de fucto, of | themselves, there would seem to be no misunderstand- 
every country, was established for the express pur-|ing upon the subject. Mexico has been incessant in 
pose of avoiding all inquiry into, or the expression of | her avowal, as well to our government as to others, of 
any opinion.upon, the question of right between the | the continuance of the war, and of her determination 
contending parties. ‘They acknowledge no other | to prosecute it. How does Texas regard her position 
|power in any country than that which is in fact!in respect to the war with Mexico? ‘Three years sub- 
‘supreme. They cannot inquire beyond that point/seqnent to our recognition of her independence, we 
without interfering with the internal concerns of! find her entering into a stipulation with a foreign 
other nations—a practice which all disclaim, and | power to accept of her mediation to bring about a 
(a disclaimer which it has been our invariable usage! cession of hostilities between her and Mexico, engag- 
‘not only to make, but to enforce with scrupu-| ing to assume a million sterling of the debt due fron 
lous fidelity. To recognise the independence of! Mexico to the subjects of that power, if she, through 
the govermment de facto, is also a matter of state; her influence, ebtaimed from Mexico an unlimited 
inecessity; for without it, neither commercial nor truce in respect to the war then raging between her 
diplomatic intercourse between any such power ‘and Texas within one month and a treaty of peace in 
‘and the nations of the world could be carried on with | six. As late as last June, we see a proclamation of 
|success, and the sacial interests of mankind require | the president of Texas, declaring a suspension of hos+ 
| that these should not be arrested by quarrels between | tilities between the two powers during the pendency 
| contesting parties, in regard to their respective right | of negotiations to be entered upon between them, is- 
‘to the supreme power. In respect to all beyond this, | sued on the supposition that a similar proclamation 
the laws and usages of nations require the observance | would be issued by Mexico; and aetual hostilities are 
of astrict neutrality between the contending parties, | now only suspended by an armistice to be continued 
as long as the war lasts. It is due, also, from every} for a specified and short period, for the sake of nego- 
government to its own cilizens, to declare when a tiation. Nor are our own views upon th» point less 
revolted colony shall be regarded as an independent | explicit. In the published letter of the late secretary 
/nation. Because ‘it belongs to the government alone |of state, to the Mexican minister at Washington, 
to make the declaration; and because ‘until it is| written in December last, he says: ‘‘Nearly eight 
made, or the parent state relinquishes her claims, | years haveielapsed since Texas declared her jndepen- 
courts of justice must consider the ancient state of} dence. ‘During «all that time Mexico has asserted her 
things as remaining. unaltered, and the sovereign |gight of jurisdictionand dominion over that country, 
power of the, parent state over that colony as still} and has endeavored: to enforce it by.arms.” Jn the 
subsisting.”” But.nothing can be ferther from giving} president’s message to congress, it 15 stated “that the 
to the act of recognition its true character, than to| war which has éxisted for so long a time between 
suppose that it has the slightest bearing upon the | Mexieo and Texas, has, since the battle of San Ja- 
rights of the parties; it being, as I have already said | cinto, consisted for the most part of predatory ineur- 
resorted to for the express purpose of avoiding any | sions, which, while they have been attended with 
such construction. Such is notonly the law and usage | much of suffering to individuals, and kept the borders 
| of nations, but such also have been the reiterated | of the two countries in a state of constant alarin have 
And after 
that the recognition of Texan independence gave rise | commenting with much truth upon the insufliciency 
lo any correspondence between Mexico and our! of the armaments which Mexico has fitted out for the 
'government; and if it did, [ have not the means of | subjection of ‘l’exas—on the length of time which has 
But the principles upon which | elapsed since the latter declared her independence-— 
all such acts are based, were fully set forth by this | on the perseverance, notwithstanding, in plans of re- 
government upon the occasion of the recognition of | conquest by Mexico—on her refusal to acknowledge 
the independence of the Spanish American States.— | the independence of Texas, and on the evils of border 
In the message of president Monroe, to the house of*| warfare, the message adds: *!The United States have 





representatives, suggesting the propriety of that re- 
cognition, it was expressly declared that, in propos- 


thereby, in the slightest manner, our friendly rela- 
tions with either of the parties; but to observe in all 
respects, as heretofore, should the war be continued, 
the most perfect neutrality between them.” ‘The 
committee on foreign affairs, in their elaborate report 
upon the subject says: “our recognition must neces- 
sarily be co-existent only with the fact on which itis 
founded, and cannot survive it. While the nations 
of South America are actially independent, it is sim- 
ply to speak the truth to acknowledge them to be so. 
Should Spain, contrary to her avowed principle and ac- 
knowledged interest, renew the war for the conquest of 
Soulh dmerica, we shall, indeed, regret it; but we shall 
observe, as we have done between the independent parties 
an honest and impartial neutrality.” The secretary of 
state, in defence of the act of recognition said to the 
Spanish mivister: ‘This recognition is neither iv- 








' 





an immediate interest in seeing anend put to the 
state of hostilities between Mexico and Texas;” fol- 


ing this measure, it was “notcontemplated to change | lowing up the remark with a forcible remonstrance 


against the continuance of the war, and a very just 
and impressive statement of the reasons why it should 
cease. ‘This remonstrance is, in my opinion, entirely 
just and perfectly proper. The government of the 
Untted States should be at all times ready to inter- 
pose its good oflices to bring about a speedy, and, as 
far as practicable a satisfactory adjustment of this 
long pending controversy. Its whole iufluence should 
be exerted constantly zealously and in good faith, to 
advance so desirable an object, and in the process of 
time it can, without doubt, be accomplished. But 
what, my dear sir, is the true and undisguised charac- 
ter of the remedy for those evils, which would be ap- 
plied by the “immediate annexation of ‘Texas lo the 
United States?’ Is it more or less than saying to 
Mexico, We feel ourselves aggrieved by the contin- 
uance of this war between you and Texas; we have 





| 
| 
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an interest in seeing it terminated; we will accom- 
piish that object by taking the disputed territory to 
ourselves; we will make Texas a part of the United 
States, so that those plans of reconquest which we 
know you are maturing, to be successful, must be 
inade so against the power that.we can bring into the 
contest; if the war is to be continued as we understand 
to be your design, the United States are henceforth 
to be regarded as one of the belligerents? 

We must look at this matter as it really stands. — 
We shall act under the eye of an intelligent, observ- 
ing world; and the affair cannot be made to wear a 
different aspect from what it deserves if even we 
had the disposition (which we have not) to throw 
over it disguises of any kind. We should consider 
whether there is any way in which the peace of the 
country can be preserved, should an immediate an- 


nexation take place, save one—and that is, according | 


to present appearances, the improbible event that 
Mexico will be deterred from the farther prosecution 
of the war by the apprehension of our power. How 
does that matter stand? She has caused us to be in- 
formed, both at Mexico and here, ina manner the 
most formal and solemn, that she will feel herself 
constrained, by every consideration that can influ- 
ence the conduct of a nation, to regard the fact of 
annexation as an act of war on the part of the United 
States and that she will, notwithstanding, prosecute 
her attempts to regain Texas, regardless of conse- 
quences. Exceptions are, however, taken by the 
president, and | think very Justly taken, to the man- 
ner in which this determination has been announced. 
The Mexican government should epcaa have ap- 
pled in a becoming spirit to ours for explanation of 
its intention. If it found this government under the 
impression that Mexico, although it might not be wil- 
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it? OF the consequences of such a war, the charac-,;to their severest trial in this very contest between 
ter it might be made to assume, the entanglements! Texas and Mexico. Yet, in that whole period of 
with other nations which the position of a belligerent’ time, amidst the convulsions of empires and the law- 
almost unavoidably draws after it, and the undoubted | lessness of power by which many of its possessors 
injuries which might be inflicted upon each,—not-! have been distinguished, it has been a cardinal point 
withstanding the great desparity of their respective |in the administration of the affairs of this repubtic 
forces, I will not say a word. God forbid that an/ to adhere with the strictest fidelity to the rule which 
American citizen should evercount the cost of any ap-| was laid down by Washington, enforced by Jefferson 
peal to what is appropriately denominated the last re-| and respected with unabated sincerity by their suc- 
sort of nations, whenever that resort becomes neces- | cessors. 

sary either for the safety or to vindicate the honor of! There is another circumstance which is well cal- 
his country. There is, [ trust, not one so base as not | culated to mislead us upon this subject. Many, if 
to regard himself and all he has to be forever and at! not most, of the persons to be affected by the deci- 
all times subject to such a requisition. But would a/ sion of this question, were once citizens of the U. 
war with Mexico, brought on under such circumstan-| States, and have still their relatives and friends 
ces, be a contest of that chara¢ter? Could we hope to| amongst us. I am not unaware of the hazard to 
stand justified in the eyes of mankind for entefng into! which Texpose my standing with the latter, in speak - 


it; more especially if its commencement is to be pre- | i 
ceded by the appropriation to our own uses of the ter- 
ritory, the sovereignty of which is in dispute between 


ed to excite deep feelings. This 1s perhaps more 


| ing thus unreservedly upon a point so well calculat- 
‘particularly applicable to that portion of my fellow 


two nations one of which we are to join in the strug-| citizens, of whom it was aptly and appropriately 
gle? This sir, is a matter of the very gravest import, | Said by one of their own number, that “they are the 
one in respect to which no American statesman or! children of the sun, and partake of its warmth.”— 
citizen can possibly be indifferent. We have a cha-| Yet, whether we stand or fall in the estimation of 
racter among the nations of the earth to maintain.—-| our countrymen, it is always true wisdom, as well 
All our public functionaries, as well those who ad-|as true morality, to hold fast to the truth. It is, 
vocate this measure as those who oppose it, how-/ moreover, a consolation to know, that if to nourish 
ever much they may differ as to its effects, will I) enthusiasm is one of the effects of a genial climate, 
am sure, be equally solicitous for the performance | it at the same time seldom fails to give birth toa 
of this first of duties. Jt has hitherto been our | chivalrous spirit, which will not permit itself to be 
pride and our boast, that whilst the lust of power, | outdone in the extent or sincerity of its sacrifices at 
with fraud and violence in its train, has led other! the shrine of patriotism. To preserve our national 
and differently constituted governments to aggres-| escutcheon untarnished, has, consequently, if re- 
sion and conquest, our movements in these respects | liance can be placed upon our public archives, been 
have always been regulated by reason and oreinagh iw object of unceasing solicitude with southera 





ling to acknowledge its independence, had abandoned | 
valent elsewhere; and has, at this very moment,—! known than that Texas was wrested from Mexico, 


all serious hope of re-conquering Texas, Mexico 


should have assured us of our error, and remonstrated | 


agaipst any action on our part based on that errone- 
ous assumption and declared firmly, if it pleased, but 


the most rabid character. 


in that courteous and respectful manner which is | 


alone suited to the intercourse between nations who 
profess to be friends, its determination to oppose us. 


dwells with pride and delight on associations connec- 


Instead of taking a course, the propriety of which was | 


$0 obvious, she first assumes, upon grouds which were 
neither proper nor safe for her to act upon, that this 


government had designs upon ‘Texas; then denounces , 
the annexation as a great national crime, and forth- | 
with proclaims instant war as the penalty of our per- | 


A disposition to detract from our pretensions in this! Statesmen. 
respect, will in the nature of things be always pre-| Nothing is either more true or more extensively 
and from special causes assumed, in some quarters, and her independence established through the instru- 
6! i¢ » arte . . . a 7 . as i — ‘ ; = i 3 i 
Should not every ree D mentality of citizens of the United States. Equally 
then who sincerely loves his country—who venerates! true js it that this was done not only against the 
Opa Fees ieee > Pe hee AE begs by Beg “A 4 J S85! ‘ahr 
iis time-honored and glorious institutions—who! wishes, but in direct euntravention of the best effarts 
; “e of our government to prevent our citizens from en- 
, - piece POMrrese on Iga rem, > . aie 
ted w ith on es SE a d . ! Se ok iar ‘ition gaging in the enterprise, Efforts have nevertheless, 
on the steady step with which we have advanced to not been wanting on the part of those who are not 
our present eminence, Nn despite ol the hostility, and over-|nXious for the credit of r »nublican ygoverne 
Ps + ® ‘ b " — 2 as « ~ 7a a LY ‘ 4 ’ 4 ve w' i 
in contempt of the bitter revilings of the enemies of ments, to misrepresent the views of ours in this re 
. . ° . t “* + ‘ . a c-2 
freedom in all parts of the globe,—consider and that spect—to cause jt to be believed that our efforts to 
deeply whether we would not by the immediate an- 


phe prevent unlawful participation by our citizens in 
nexation of Texas, place a weapon in the hands of | 


that strugzle were insincere; that we coveted this 


sisting in such av attempt; and all this in language | those who now look upon us and our institutions with | 
bearing certainly (although subsequently disavowed) | distrustful and envious eyes, that would do us more’ 


portion of the territory of Mexico; and having failed 
to obtain it by fair purchase, or by negotiation, we 
saw in this movement a preliminary step, which 


every appearance of menace. lor lasting injury as a@ nation, than the acquisition | 


But this isa besetting and very ancient foible of the 


mother country, as well as of her descendants, in | 


their diplomatic intercourse. Every one conversant 


with the subject of Spanish relations, knows that, at | 
jeast from the time of Don Luis d’Onis to the pre- | 


scent day, this government has been frequently—not 
to say continually—subjected to this species of dip- 
lomatic dogmatism. Partly in consequence of the 
genius of their language; partly from their peculiar 
temperament; much from habit, but more from a.ra- 
dical defect of judgment,—they continue the use of 
language in their state papers, which better temper- 
ed, if not wiser diplomatists have almost every 
where laid aside as worse than useless. But at no 
time has our government suffered its actions upon 
great national questions to be influenced by such pe- 
tulance. From the time of the modest, yet firm Ma- 
dison, to the late Mr. Upshur, (whose melancholy fate 
is so justly and generally lamented,) has every sec- 
retary of state, acting under the direction of the ex- 
ecutive, deemed it sufficient to place the government 
and minister employing it in the wrong, by showing 
jts injustice as well as its futility. We have then 
heretofore, as | hope we shall now, decided to act in 
the matter under consideration ina manner which 


-and satisfaction. 


of such a territory, valuable as it undoubtedly is,) would, in the end, be equally subservient to our 


could possibly repair? It is said, and truly said, that 
this war between Texas and Mexico has already 
been of too Jong duration. We are and must conti- 
nue to be more or less annoyed by its prosecution, 
and have undoubtedly, as has been remarked, an in- 
terest in seeing it terminated. But can we appeal to 
any principle in the law of nations, to which we 
practise a scrupulous adherence, that would, under 
present circumstances, justify us in interfering for jts 
suppression in a manner that would unavoidably 
make us a party to its prosecution? Can this position 
be made sufficiently clear to justify us in committing 
the peace and honor.of the country to its support. 


In regard to the performance by us of that duty, so 
difheult for any government to perform,—the obser- 
vance of an honest neutrality between nations at war 
—we can now look through our whole career, since 





our first admission into the family of nations, not on- | 


ly without a blush, but with feelings of honest pride 
The way was opened by President 
Washington himself, under circumstances of the 


/most difficult character, and at no less a hazard than 


was deemed due to justice and to ourown character, | 
without being in any degree influenced by such una- | 


vailing menaces. It is foreign to my habit, and re- 


pugnant to my feelings, to say any thing that should | 


offend the pride of any nation, if the dec larations of 
individuals could possibly have that efieet, being sin- 
cerely desirous that the United States should culti- 
vate friendly relations with all. But with a popula- 
tion not equal to half that of the United States, and 
laboring under many and serious disadvantages, from 
which we are comparatively free, Mexico could not 
with propriety, be offended by the assumption that 
this government may act as it would have done had 


no such menaces been made, without the slightest | 


danger of being regarded by the rest of the world— 
as having been intimidated by threats of war from 
that republic. So at least [ should act, if the direc- 
tion of publ affairs were in my hands. 


that of exposing ourselves to plausible, yet unjust, 
imputations of infidelity to treaty stipulations. The 
path he trod with such untaltering steps —and which 
led to such beneficial results, has hitherto been pur- 


sued with unvarying fidelity by every one of hig suc- 


cessors of whom it becomes me to speak. 
If our sympathies could induce a departure from 


a policy which has so much in its commencement! 


to consecrate if, and such advantages to recommend 
its continuance, they would doubtless draw us to 


the side of Texas. ‘That the happiness of her peo-| 
ple would be promoted by the maintenance of her | 


independence, I have no doubt. Few, if any, ef- 


orts for the extension of the blessings of free go- | 


vernment in any part of the world have been 
made since the establishment of our own indepen- 
dence, that have failed to excite our earnest and sin- 
\cere wishes for their success. But they have never 
‘been permitted to withdraw us from the faithful per- 


The ques-| formance of our duty as a neutral nation. They our laws are ample. 


tion then recurs, if, as sensible men, we cannot avoid | were excited, and deeply too, at the commencement | 
the conelusion that the immediate annexation of |of the French revolution; they were revived in the| 


| . 
views upon Texas. Noone can have had better 


opportunitics of knowing how unfounded these in- 
jurious imputations were than myself. As early as 
when president Houston first went to Texas, J be- 
lieve in 1829, I was consulted by general Jackson 
upon the subject of a private letter addressed by him 
to the honorable Mr. Fulton, now senator of the 
United States, then secretary of the territory of 
Arkansas, requesting him to cause the movements of 
general Houston to be watched, and to apprize the 
president of the first indication on his part of any 
intention to violate the laws of the United States by 
an armed incursion into Mexico, From that period 
to the end of general Jackson’s term of office, | am 
as well satisfied as J] can be of any fact, that he was 
sincerely desirous to perform his whole duty as chief 
magistrate of the country, and to prevent in this re- 
spect, the slightest violation of the laws, with the 
execution of which he was charged. He no doubt 
sincerely believed that the incorporation of Texas 
into the Federal Union would be alike advantageous 
to her, to Mexico, and to the United States; and 
was ever ready to adopt all proper measures for the 
accomplishment of that object. Bnt they know very 
little of general Jackson’s true character, who can 
for a moment permit themselves to believe him ca- 
pable of doing, countenaneing, or advising, a single 
| act which he believed, or had even reason to appre- 
hend, would violate the plighted faith of his country, 
'or infringe upon the duty which it owes to the great 
family of nations. To prevent our people from going 
to Texas, and embarking in the war, was an impos- 
sibility which neither he nor any other chief ma- 
gistrate could have accomplished. If they went there 
| without military organization, or armaments, and 
chose to place themselves beyond the protection of 
this government, we had no right to control their 
action; nor do other governments exercise any such 
right in similar cases. lor the suppression of mili- 
tary enterprises, organized and armed here against a 
/nation with which we are al peace, the provisions of 
But of the difficulties of en- 
forcing them witha frontier and seaboard like those 
which open our communication with Texas, no sen- 





Texas would, in all human probability, draw after it | struggle of the South American states for the estab-| sible and well informed mind ean be ignorant. 


a war with Mexico, can it be expedient to attempt ‘lishment of their independence; they have been put 


For the voluntary action of our government in re- 
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gard to the subject of annexation, we can have no 
such explanation togive. The acquisition of so valua- 
ple a territory by means which are of questionable 
propriety, would be a departure from those just 
principles upon which this government has ever 
acted, and which have excited the admiration and 
secured the respect of the dispassionate and enlight- 
ened friends of freedom throughout the world. But 
J am very sure that we shall all, in the end, so act 
upon this subject as to put it out of the power of the 
natural’enemies of republican institutions to make 
any plausible charge of infidelity to our avowed 
principles in respect to it. Noone was more deeply 
sensible of the necessity of the greatest prudence in 
this particular, or more anxious to secure its ob- 
servance, than general Jackson. As Jate as Decem- 
ber, 1836—only a few months before the recogni- 
tioa—he thus expresses himself, in a special mes- 
sage to the senate: “But there are circumstances in 
the relations of the two countries which require us 
to act, on this occasion, with even more than our) 
wonted caution. ‘Texas was once claimed as a part 
of our property; and there are those among our Citi- | 
zens who, always reluctant to abandon that claim, | 
cannot but regard with solicitude the prospect of the 
reunion of the territory to this country; a large pro- 
portion of its civilived inhabitants are emigrants 
from the United States, speak the same danguage 
with ourselves, cherish the same principles, politi- 
cal and religious, and are bound to many of our ci- 
tizens by ties of friendship and kindred blood; and, 
more than all, itis known that the people of that 
country have instituted the same form of govern- 
ment with our own, and have, since the close of your 
Jast session, openly resolved on the acknowledgment 
by us of their independence, to seek admission into 
the Union as one of the federal States. This last 
circumstance is a matter of peculiar delicacy, and 
forces upon us considerations of the gravest charac- 
ter. The title of Texas to the territory she claims, 
is identified with her independence. She asks us to, 
acknowledge that title to the territory, with an} 





avowed design to treat immediately of its transfer’ 
to the United States. Jt becomes us to beware of a 
too early movement, as it might subject us, however 
unjustly, fo the imputation of seeking to establish 
the claims of our neighbors to a territory, with a 
view to its subsequent acquisition by ourselves.” 

it has been urged, from a quarter entitled to great 
respect, and reasoned, too, with no inconsiderable 
degree of cogency, that the acquisition of Texas 
now, in the mode proposed, would be liable to no 
greater objection than the accomplishment of the 
same object would have been either in 1827 or 1829, 
when it was attempted by two successive adminis- 
trations to purchase it from Mexico. If lt were to go 
into a discussion of this question, and the facts neces-| 
sarily connected with it, [should be writing a book 
instead of a letter; nor is it necessary that { should. 
] will therefore content myself with saving, that with 
every disposition to look at thesubject in all its bear 
ings with an impartial eye, | have not been able to 
see the analogy which is claimed to exist between the 
two cases. But if it were even admitted that the able 
men who were, at those respective periods, at the 
head of the government, under strong convictions of 
the importance of the acquisition of ‘Vexas to the U. 





States, so tar precipitated their measures for the 
accomplishment of that object, as to have endanger: | 
ed the good faith and pacitic relations of the United | 
States, (which [| do not admit), we could still only 
felicitate ourselves on their failure, but could not 
thereby justify the present movement, if it 1s not 


right im itself, and capable of justification on other | 


grounds. I by no means contend that a formal re- 


coznition of the independence of ‘Texas by Mexico 
is necessary to Justify us in assenting to her annexa- | 
tion sto the United States. Time and circumstances | 
may work sucha change in the relations between | 
those two countries, as to render an act of that cha- | 
racter, on the part of Mexico, unnecessary and un- 
important. What I mean to say, is, that from all | 
the information | have been able to acquire upon the | 
subject, no change has yet taken place in those re-| 
jations that would make the objections, which | have’ 
here detailed, inapplicable. 

it is said, also, that if Texas is not acquired now, | 
the opportunity will be forever lost—that some | 
ether power will acquire it; and, indeed, some of | 
the rumors of the duy have gone so far as to say | 
tuat the Texan minister is already instructed, in case | 
of failure here, to proceed forthwith to Europe, with | 
full authority for the accomplishment of that sel 
ject. We must not forget, that besides great public 
considerations, there are extensive private interests 
involved in this matter; and we may therefore well 


j 


be distrustful of the thousand rumors which are, 
from day to day put afloat upon tis subject. What 


a comparatively few individuals, acting under the 


| 
influence of personal interest, may not desire tohave | 
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done, I will not undertake to say, or to conjecture. 
But that the people of Texas—so many of whom 
carry in their veins the blood of our revolutionary 
ancestors—thousands of whom are thoroughly im- 
bued with democratic principles—who achieved by 
their own gallantry that independence which we 
were the first to acknowledge— who have establish- 
ed and subsequently maintain institutions similar to 
our own; that such a people and such a government 
will ever be found capable of sending a minister to 
the crowned heads of Europe, to barter away their 
young and enterprising republic, and all that they 
have purchased with their blood, to the highest bid- 
der, is what I cannot believe; in the possibility of 
“so apostate and unnatural a connexion?” I can have 
no faith. 

It isalso apprehended by many, that the British 
authorities, will attempt to make Texas a British 
colony or dependency. [find it difficult to credit the 
existence of such infatuation on the part of any Eu- 
ropean power. I cannot bring myself to believe 


that any European government which has not already 


made up its mind to provoke a war with this coun- 
try, will ever attempt to colonize Texas, either in 
form or in substance. If there be any such power, 


soon lose most of their importance; for opportuni- 
ties would not then be slow in presenting them. 
selves for the conquest of whatever territory might, 
in that event, be deemed necessary to our security, 
in legitimate self defence. Commercial favors Tex- 
as has, to the same extent as other independent pow- 
ers, the right to dispose of as she thinks proper; sub- 
ject only to the penallies which are certain, sooner 








present condition of the relations between Mexico 
and Texas may soon be so far changed as to weaken, 
and perhaps to obviate entirely, the objections 
against the immediate annexation of the latter to 
the United States, which: I have here set forth, and 
to place the question on different grounds. Should 
such a state of things arise, and 1 be found in charge 
of the responsible duties of president, you may be 
assured that | would meet the question, if then pre- 
sented to me, with a sincere desire to promote the 
result which I believed best calculated to advance 
the permanent welfare of the whole country. In 
the discharge of this, the common duty of all our 
public functionaries, | would not allow myself to be 
influenced by local or sectional feelings. [ am not, 
I need hardly say to you, an untried man in respect 
to my disposition or ability to disregard any feeling 
of thatcharacter in the discharge of official duties. 
You, as well as all others, have therefore at Jeast 
some grounds on which to form an opinion as to the 
probable fidelity with which these assurances would 
be observed. 


I shall add a few words on another aspect of the 
question, and then dismiss the subject. Mexico may 


| carry her persistance in refusing to acknowledge tie 
the considerations to which | have adverted, would | 


independence of Texas, and in destructive but fruit- 
less efforts to reconquer that state,so far as to pro- 


duce, in. connexion with other circumstanees, a de- 
‘cided conviction on the partof a majority of the 
people of the United States, that the permanent 


welfare, if not absolute safety to all, make it neces- 
sary that the proposed annexation should be effected, 
be the consequences what they may. 


The question 
may be asked, what, under such 


circtimstances, 


or Jater, to follow in the wake of national injustice. | would be the use you would make of the executive 


But Ruropean colonization of Texas is another and | power, if intrusted to your hands? 


Would 


it be 


avery different matter—a matter in respect to the | wielded to defeat, or to carry into effect the ascer- 
ultimate consequence of which no European nation | tained wishes of our peopie? My reply to sucha 
can possibly deceive either herself or us. I have no| supposition is, that ] can conceive of no public ques- 
access to the sources of true information in respect | {jons, in respect to which it is more eminently fro- 


to the degree of credit »hich may be due to these | per that the opinions and wishes of the people of the 


uence, or dominion of any kind, or from any quar- 


ter, either in Texas, or in any portions of the conti. | 


nent bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. If the time 


‘ever comes when the question resolves itself into 


whether Texas shall becomea British dependency 


or colony, or a constiiulional portion of this union, | 


} 


‘rumors; but our government ought, without doubt, | different states, should be consulted, and being as- 


'to exercise a most jealous vigilance against the exX-|certained, treated with greater respect than those 
tension of British mfluence, and indeed foreign infl- 


which relate either to the admission of a new mem- 
ber into the confederacy, or the aequisition of addi- 
tional territory, with a view tosuch a result; and 
that, if any application for annexation, under such 
circumstances, were made to me, [ would fee! it to 


‘be my duty to submit the same to congress fora pub 


the great principle of self-defence, applicable as'! 


well to nations as to individuals, would, without 
doubt, produce as great a unanimity amongst us in 
favor of the latter alternative, as can ever be ex- 
pected on any great question of foreign or domestic 
policy. 

Having now replied, in the fullest and frankest 
manner, to both the questions which vou have pro: 
pounded to me, ! might here close this letter; but be- 


ing sincerely anxious to put you, and others occupy- | 


ing the same position, in possession of my views and 
opinions upon the whole subject, as far as they can 
with propriety be now formed and expressed, I will 
go a few steps farther. 

Occasions do sometimes present themselves, in 
the administration of public affairs, when the deci- 
sions of great questions can be safely anticipated by 
those whose subsequent duty it may become to pass 
upon them; butto justify such a course, those ques- 
tions must be such as are unavoidably dependent 
upon circumstances and considerations of a fixed 
and settled character. I have not been able to re- 
gard this as being, in all its respects, a case of that 
description. Itis a matter afllecting our foreign re- 


lic expression of their opinion, as well upon the 
propriety of annexation,as in regard to the terms 
upon which it should take place. If, after the 
whole subject had been brought before the country, 
and fully discussed, as it now will be, the senate and 
house of representatives, a large portion of the for- 
mer, and the whole of the latter having been chosen 
by the people, after the question of annexation had 
been brought before the country for its mature cone 
sideration, should express an opinion in favor of ane 
nexation, | would hold itto be my farther duty to 
employ the executive power to carry into full and 
fair effect the wishes of a majority of the peuple of 


| the existing states, thus constitutionally and solemnly 
expressed. 


lations, in respect to whichevery enlightened nation | 


makes it a rule to avoid, as far as practicable, public 
aniunclation of its proceedings and intentions be- 
ast what is deemed necessary either to justify its 
past course, or lo muke 


As the action of the executive upon 
all questions that allect our relations with other 


conduct towards us, it is, in general, desirable that 
his future course should not be ambarrassed by assu- 


| rances given at 4 period when no safe opinion could 


be formed of what that conduct would be. 
spect even to motives 6f a domestic character, it 


could scarcely be deemed consistent with that pru- | 


dence and calm discretion which, in public as well 
as private allairs, is of such inestimable value, to 
bind ourselves in advance in respect to the particu- 
lar line of conduct we will hereafter adopt in a case 
of such magnitude as the present. When the period 
for definitive action shall have arrived, the cunside- 
rations now taken into view may have lost its weight 
they at present possess in the estimation of the pub- 
lic; and others, not now regarded as of any value, 


may, in the mean time, arise to affect manent, if 
he 


not to change, the whole aspect of the subject. 


lrest in this ‘or any 


others sensible of its deter- | 
mination to resist agyression, whether present or 
| prospective. 


‘to his future 


There may, notwithstanding, be those, on both 
sides of this great question, who are unwilling to con- 
fer their suffrages on one who is not prepared to give 
tem specific pledges in regard to the course he 
would, if elected, pursue in respect to the various 
aspects in which this matter may hereafter be pre- 
sented. ‘To allsuch Ihave only to say—and Ido 
s0 with the greatest sincerity—that I have not the 
Slightest disposition to question their right so gto 
regulate their conduct, and will be the lastto com- 
plain of its exercise. If there be any one who they 
believe can be more safely intrusted with their inte- 
other of the great questions of 
pudlic policy which are likely to arise in the admin- 
istration of the government, or whose assurances as 
course are more s itisfactory to then: 


they will, without doubt, bé well warranted in giv 


> 


jing him the preferepce, and they may be assured 
countries, must be more or less influenced by their 


that no one will more cheerfully acquiesce ina de- 
cision made from such motives, than myself. [have 
expressed a willingness to discharge, to the best of 


imy abilities, the responsible duties of the high office 


la re- | 


in question, should the democracy of the U. Siales 
be uble and willing to re-elect me to the same. But 
I can take no steps to obtain it by which my ability 
to discharge 1s duties impartially and usefully to 
every portion of our common country would be im- 
paired; nor can I in any extremity, be induced to 
cast a shade over the motives of my past life, by 
changes or concealments of opinions maturely for- 
med upon a great national question. for the unworthy 
purpose of increasing my chances for political pro- 
motion, * 

lam, sir, very respectfully, your friend and obe- 
dient servant, M. VAN BUREN. 





Hon. W. H. Hammet. 
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FROM THE OLD CHARGE OF BARGAIN AND INTRIGUE. 
Iu the house of representatives, April 23; 1844, 


Mr. White would send to the clerk the remarks of 
the old and distinguished editor of the party touching 
these proceedings of the congress of the United 
States: 1 ee 

From the Richmond Enquirer of Febritary 10, 1825. 

‘As to the other questionsjupon, which we publish 
this day such copious debates, we do not hesitate to 
say that Mr. Clay has metthe charge asa man ought 
to meetit. His fearless promptitude and open de- 
fiance are the surest indications of his innocence.— 
This combined with avowals from, almost all quar- 
ters of the house, and the uniform.information in the 
Jast letters from that city, can leave no doubt of the 
result of the imvestigation, nor does Mr. Kremer 
shrink, but we suspect he will seek to escape by a 
sort of special pleading such as Mr. McDutlie has 
thrown into his amendment. Be it as it may, the 
inquiry is begun and ought to be prosecuted with en- 
ergy; the whole matter should be probed to the bot- 
tom;no loop-hole ought to be left to hang a single 
doubt on, for in times like these the people will ex- 
pect their representatives not only to be chaste, but 
free from all suspicion. Mr. Clay is innocent of this 
charge. We are fully prepared to see the committee 
acquit him of this imputation of bartering bis vote 
for an office.” 


Mr. Ritchie, (continued Mr. W.) with all these 
facts before him, says that Mr. Clay is innocent of 
this charge. Now, if this old retailer of slander 
was satisfied, from a full view of all the facts of the 
case, that Mr. Clay was innocent of the charge, how 
condemned must he stand before the civilized world 
repeating this charge! 

Mr. W. would now call to the stand honorable 
Thomas H. Benton. In a letter written December | 
7, 1827, Mr. Benton said: 


‘““Wasnineton, Dec. 7, 1827. 

“Sir: Your letter of the 19th ultimo, covering 
the Lexington Virginia Intelligencer of that date, 
has been duly received, and in answer to the ingui- 
ries you put to me, I have to state that ihe article to) 
which you invite my attention is substantially, not | 
verbally correct, so far as it represents me as saying | 
that I was informed by Mr. Clay in the fore part of| 
December, 1824, that he intended to vete for Mr. 
Adams. There is no mistake in the date, asa visit 
which I made to your part of Virginia about that time | 
enables me to fix it with certainty. I left Washing- | 


ton, on a visit, about the 15th of December, and had | 
received the information of Mr. Clay before I set} 
out, and told it, while absent, in the family of my | 
father-in-law, Colonel McDowell, of your county. | 
But the inference so much insisted upon, that I must | 
have told the same thing to Mr. Eaton and other of | 
his political friends, is wholly erroneous; for, having | 
no authority from Mr. Clay to promulgate his inten- 
tions, I only spoke of them in the bosom of a pri- 
vate family attwo hundred miles distant from Wash- 
ington. Since that period, and especially during the 
present summer, I have on several occasions, and 
sometimes in the presence of political opponents, 
when the course of conversation led me to it, men- 
tioned what I knew of Mr. Clay’s early intention to 
vote for Mr. Adams; and in this way 1 came to speak 
of it again, some two or three weeks since, in the 
house of my father-in-law, where | had first spoken 
of it near three years ago, and whence, with some 
additions and variations, without the privity of any 
one present at the conversation, it has crept into the 
paper which you have sent me. No one ever asked 
my leave to publish what I said; if any one had, the 
authors of the publication in the Lexington paper 
might have been spared an office which must have 
been inexpressibly painful to their honorable feelings, 
as [ should not have refused the administration any 
testimony in my favor to give, notwithstanding the 
character of the war which the great body of their 
forces are carrying on against me. 
‘Yours, respectfully, 


THOMAS H. LBENTON,.” 
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extract froma letter of Mr. Buchanan to the Lan- 
easter Journal, dated August 8, 1827: 

'“] called upon Gen. Jackson on the occasion which 
I bave mentioned, solely as his friend, npon my own 
individual responsibility, and notas the agent of Mr. 
Clay or any other person. I never have been the 
the political friend-of Mr. Clay, since he became a 
candidate for the office of president, as-you' very well 
know. Until T'saw Gen. Jackson’s letter to Mr. Be- 
verly of the 5th ultimo, and at thé same time was iin- 
formed: by a letter from the editor. of the United 
States Telegraph, that I was the person to"whorm he 
alluded, the conception never entered my mind that 
he believed me to have been the agent of Mr. Clay 
and his friends, or that ‘TF intended to propose terms 
of any kind for thém, or that he could have supposd | 
me capable of expressing an ‘opinion that it was 
right to fight such intriguers with theif own wea- 
pons. : <! 

“IT had no authority from Mr: Clay or his friends | 
to propose any terms to Gen. Jackson in relation to! 
their votes. Nor did I ever make any such proposi-| 
tion; and I trust I would be as incapable of becoming | 
a messenger upon such an occasion, as it was known. 
Gen. Jackson would be to receive such a message.”?| 

It will be recollected (said Mr. W.) that this was_ 
the witness with whom this foul charge of slander | 
and defamation -had its origin. Gen. Jackson had 
repeated the slander on the testimony of Mr. Bu- 
chanan, and from him this individual, Carter Bever- | 
lv, had received the charge, which he had made pub- | 
lic. Carter Beverly at that time had been an enemy | 
of Mr. Clay; he had lived long enough to come to his | 
senses. Before his death, although he had slep over | 
this charge for years, perhaps in view of his grave, , 





_he had been prompted to award justice to an injured | 


and innocent man; and had come out with his un- 
qualified denial and refutation of the charge. And | 
(said Mr. W., addressing the chairman,) | predict: 
that before you and some other gentlemen shall have | 
descended to the tomb, when the violence of party | 
feelings shall have had time to subside and: party | 
blind shall have fallen from your eyes, and the, 
eyes of others, and all those prejudices which are cal- | 
culated to delude and bewilder the human mind and | 
lead to false conclusions shal} have been dissipated, 
that you and others will write, declaring the inno- 
cence of this man. Now hear what this dying man 
said. Mr. W. read from a letter of Carter Beverly | 
to Mr. Clay as follows: 

‘It will be no doubt matter of some astonishment 
to you in receiving from me the present address. |) 
will not preface it with any kind of apology, because | 
in doing it, I justify my mind in the discharge of an| 
act.of conscience, and a duty that I feel the utmost | 
pleasure in performing. 

‘Although the time is quite far gone since I be- 
came very innocently instrumental in circulating 
throughoutthe country a very great attack on your 
character and viitue as a gentleman, and certainly a | 
very heavy one asa public man, | feel exceedingly de- | 
sirous to relieve you, as far as I can, from the slan- | 
der, and my own feelings from the severe compune- | 
tion that is within me, to have been, though neither | 
directly or indirectly, your personal accuser, yet that | 
{was drawn directly into the representation of an 
attack upon you. * . as ad * 

“f again say, that 1am most thoroughly convinced | 
that you were most untruthfully, and, therefore, un-| 
justly treated; for I have never seen any evidence to | 
substantiate at all the charge. 


CARTER BEVERLY.” | 


} 


| 


Now, (Mr. W. continued,) while this old charge | 
of slander had been so fully refuted by the testimony | 
of the very enemies of Mr. Clay, they found it re-| 
vived and refuted, not only in the Richmond papers, | 
but in every paper in this district claiming to be de-| 
mocratic or official. Mr. Ritchie had repeated this | 
charge, and the presidential organ here, “the Madi-! 
sonian,” had copied it without any comment, save at) 
the close the words “True, oh king! taken from} 
Holy Writ this expression to pervert it to the sanc-| 
tioning of this most infamous and unfounded Jibel.— | 
Now, whathad this man,the present executive,under | 
whose eye and under whose hand this charge was) 
now being repeated, said, in other days, when he had 
some little regard to truth and justice? Mr. W. read 





This letter (said Mr. W.) proved not only that Mr. 
Clay’s bitterest opponents considered him innocent of 
the charge, but it established a fact connected with 
this charge which was most important—that, before 
the congress convened, before the presidéntal elec- 
tion took place in this body, Mr. Clay had disclosed 
his intention to vote for Mr. Adams, not only to Mr. 
Benton, but to a number of other individuals; that 
he had no secrets or disguise in all his conversations 
about it. 

Mr. W. now asked the attention of the committee 
to the testimony of another political opponent upon 
the charge of bargain and sale. He would read’ an 


from a letter of Mr. Tyler of the 14th February, 
1827, as follows: « 

“In adverting to that letter, [ shall content myself 
with stating its substance, but if Mr. Clay shall see 
cause to gratify the appetites of newspaper editors, 
he is at liberty to publish it. I shall have no cause 
to complain of it. Itis, then, perfectly true that ] 
wrote to Mr. Clay in the spring of 1825. It is also 
true that I approved of his course growing out of 
the presidential election, and concurred with him 
most emphatically in the result of his vote. It ts 
equally so, that | esteemed Mr. Adams as decidedly 
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son, and that | would have voted for him after Mr‘ 
Crawford’s chance of success was over.) To this ef- 
fect, I wrote to Mr. Clay in terms of perfect frank- 
ness. * * é « * Or is it 
because | do not believe Henry Clay, along with the 


‘western delegation who sided with him, to have been 


bought and sold for which, ifiguilty, he and they de- 


served to be gibbeted, and that I am therefore bound 


to support an administration which may oppose all 
my convictions of proper policy?” 

Now, he asked his colleague, as'a eandidand fair 
man, whilst he was permitting garbled statements of 
the testimony taken in the Kentucky Jegislature in 
the investigation of this foul charge of bargain and 
sale, why it was that he had suppressed the testimo- 
ny of Jepthah Dudley, one of his own political 
friends?» And why he had suppressed various depo- 
sitions that had been elicited in vindication of the 
character of this man?) Here was testimony, and 
testimony of his colleague’s own particular friends, 
which it would make him blush to read, and then to 
read his own remarks on the subject. : 

Now Mr. W. had done with the testimony of Mr, 
Clay’s political enemies, and he thought that any set 
of men, that any tribunal, would be compelled, from 
this evidence, to pronounce him innocent of this foul 
charge. , t 

Tie would now read the testimony of some distin- 
guished gentlemen, who alone could speak, because 
they had been part and parcel—one or two of them 
—of the transaction itself; and he would submit 
their testimony, making all due allowance for men 
speaking of affairs in which they themselves had been 
participators. He would first read a short extract 
from a distinguished foreigner, whose testimony 
could not be questioned by any man on this floor— 


who had no interest under heaven, either in vindicat- 


ing or in condemning this man. He would read from 
te statement of Gen. Lafayette: 

“My remembrance concurs with your own on: this 
point: that in the latter end of December, either. be- 
fore or after my yisit to Annapolis. you being out of 
the presidential candidature, and after having ex- 
pressed my above mentioned motives of forbearance, 
1, by way of confidential exception, allowed myself 
to put a simple, unqualified question respecting your 
electioneering guess and your intended vote, Your 
answer was, that in your opinion the actual state of 
health of Mr. Crawford had limited the contest to a 
choice between Mr. Adams and Gen. Jackson; that 


-aclaim founded on military achievements did not 


meet your preference, and that you had concluded to 
vote for Mr. Adams.” 

He must now call the testimony of the distinguish- 
ed gentleman from Massachusetts, (Mr. Adams,) 
who had been a part and parcel in the transaction, 
and to whose testimony the present generation and 
posterity would not give that weight it was entitled 
to. He would first read from his letter to the New 
Jersey committee after he had retired from the pre- 
sidential chair: 

“Upon him (Mr. Clay) the foulest slanders have 
been showered. Long known and. appreciated, as 
successfully a member of both houses of your nation- 
al legislature, as the unrivatied speaker, and at the 
same time most eflicient leader of debates in one of 
hem; as an able and successful negotiator for your 

nterests in war and in peace, with foreign powers; 
*nd as a powerful candidate for the highest office of 
our trust—the department of state itself was a sta- 
tion which, by its bestowal, could confer neither profit 


|nor honor upon him, but upon which he has shed un- 


fading honor by the manner in which he discharged 
its duties. Prejudice and passion have charged him 


with obtaining that office by bargain and corruption. 


| Before you, fellow citizens, in the presence of our country 


and of Heaven, | PRONOUNCE THAT CHARGE TOTALLY 
UNFOUNDED. ‘This tribute of justice is due from me 
to him, and I seize with pleasure the opportunity 
afforded me by your letter of discharging the obli- 
gation.” 

This distinguished patriot and statesman, (continu- 
ed Mr. W.). on a more recent occasion, not having 
sought the opportunity himself, but having been call- 
ed on during ais western tour by a committee, re- 
sponded in this language to this same charge: 

“T thank you, sir, for the opportunity you have 
given me of speaking of the great statesman who 
was associated with me in the administration of the 
general government, at my earnest solicitation—who 
belongs not to Kentucky alone, but to Ufe whole 
Union; and is not only an honor to this state and this 
nation, but to mankind. ‘The charges to which you 
refer L have, after my term of service had expired, 
and it was proper for me to speak, denied before the 
whole country; and I here reiterate and reafiirm that 
denial; and as [expect shortly to appear before my 
God, to answer for the conduct of my whole lhife, 











better qualified forthe presidency than Gen. Jack- 
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should those charges have’ found their way to the 
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Throne of Eternal Justice, I will, in the presence of 
Omnipotence, pronouncé them false.” 

Was this the language (asked Mr. W.) of a man 
declaring falsehood and untruth? Did it appear that 
a declaration of this character, if false, would be 
made bya man solemnly appealing to that God in 
whose presence he was conscious he was soon to ap- 

eat, either for approbation or for condemnation?— 
hat man is there in this country so base as now to 
repeat this foul, this malicious, this branded libel? 

Mr. W. was further proceeding, when his remarks 
were terminated by the expiration of the allotted 
hour. | 











TWENTY-EIGHTH CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION. 





SENATE. 


Apriz 25. A message wes received announcing 
the death of the honorable Pierre Evariste Bossiere 
a representative from the state of Louisiana, where- 
upen— 

Mr. Johnson rose and said, in substance, that, very 
unexpectedly to him, it begame his melancholy duty 
to announce formally to the senate the death of the 
Hon. Pierre E. Bossiere, a representative from the 
state of Lounsiana, who died last night, after a long 
and lingering illness, which had been borne with all 
that resignation, calmness, and fortitude, that became 
the Christian. Although his personal acquaintance 
with the deceased was limited, yet his moral worth 
and virtue were not unbroken to him. 

Mr. Bossiere had served in the legislature of his 
native state with honor to himself and usefulness to 
the country, and the station to which he had been 
elevated by the sufirages of his fellow citizens was 
full evidence of the high esteem in which he was 
held at home. In private life no man was more loved 
and respected. There were impersonated in him 
all those noble, generous, aud chivalrous qualities 
for which the Creoles of Louisiana are so pre-emi- | 
nently distinguished. It was his good fortune to have 
had with him the partner of his bosom, who watch- 
ed over him’ with tender care and assiduily while 
living, and received his last sigh, which was yielded 
without a struggle. In conclusion, Mr. Johnson of-' 
fered the usual resolutions of condolence, which 
were unanimously adopted. 

And the senate adjourned. 

Aprit 26. The senate having adjourned till the 
ih, the members attended in a body the funeral of 
the late honorable P. E. Bossiere, representative 
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fiom Louisiana. 

Aprit 29. Several memorials were presented | 
against any change in the present tariff; also others | 
against annexation of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Bayard a resolution was adopted | 
calling for naval estimates for the improvement of | 
Pensacola H irbor. 

The post office bill. The bili to reduce the rates of | 
postage and to restrict abuses of the franking privi- | 
lege was taken uponits passage. Previous to taking | 
the question on which— | 

Messrs. Baghy, Benton, and Hannegan stated seve- 
rally some reasons why they could not vote for the 
bill in its present form. 

The question was then taken, and the bill was pass- 
ed by the following vote: 

Yt AS—Messrs. Archer, Atherton, Bayard, Buch- 
anan, Ciayton, Crittenden, Dayton, Fairfield, Francis, 
I nderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Merrick, 
Pearce, Porter, ; Rives, Simmons, Sturgeon, Upham, 
W bite, W oodbridge, W oodburv—23. 

: NAY S— Messrs, Allen, Atchison, Baghy, Barrow, 
Benton, Breese, Foster, Fulton, Hannegan, Huger, John- 
son. McDiffle, Semple, Sevier—14. im 

The tariff. ‘Uhe senate then resumed the ‘conside- 
ration of the report of the committee on finance on 
the subject of the tariff. 

Mr. Dayton, arose and addressed the senate for 
two hours in vindication of the tariff of 1842. Hay- 
ing concluded, 

The senate went into executive session on motion 
of Mr. Crittenden, and thereafter adjourned. 


Arrit 30. Appearance of Mr. Niles. Mr. Fair- 


senator in congress for six years from the 4th of 
March last. Mr. Niles took his seat immediately 
upon the right of Mr. Allen. 

The credentials having been read, Mr. Jarnagin 
said that there were circumstances attending this 
case which made tt his imperious duty to interpose 








a committee of investigation—a duty owed alike to | 
the gentleman and the whole American people. | 
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the prosperity of the country was in no way depen. 
dent upon the tariffof 1842. <A great deal too much 


Mr. Fairfield said that he had been for some time a | had been claimed for this. tariff bill by its friends, 


fellow boarder with Mr. Miles, and he had known | 
him when here before. He would undertake to pro- 


and a great deal too much evil had been charged 


| upon it by itsenemies. All the. prosperity: we had 


nounce him as well qualified to perform the duties of | recently enjoyed, Mr. S. was disposed to attribute to 


senator as any one on the floor. That he had been 
afflicted and still suffered under physical debility: he 
did not deny: while for himself he protested against 
the right of the senate to adopt the course proposed. 
He was instructed to say that the senator ‘from Con- 
necticut waived all objection to it and would freely 
abide by the investigation. 

- Mr. Jernagin introduced a resolution proposing 
that a select committee of five senators be appointed 
to inquire into the capacity of the senator elect from 
Connecticut to take the oath of office, and also to in- 
quire into his election, qualifications, &c. 

The resolution gave rige to debate, and it was 
amended by adopting a simple resolution inquiring 
into the capacity of the senator to take the prescribed 
oath. 

After some debate between Messrs. Tappan, Crit- 
tenden, Allen, and Buchanan, the resolution was 
adopted, and the following committee was appointed 
under it:—Messrs. Jarnagin, Berrien, Benton, Wright, 


and McDuffie. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Tuurspay, Aprit 25. Mr. Slidell, arose and an- 
nounced the death of Pierre Evariste Bossiere, 
whereupon the house adopted resolutions of respect 
and sympathy, &c. and adjourned. 

Frmay, Aprin26. The house did not sit, being en- 
gared in attendance at the funeral of the late hon. 
P. E. Bossiere, of Louisiana. 

Saturpay, Arni.27. Mr. McKay’s tariff bill. Mr. 
Dromgoole moved a resolution proposing that all de- 
bate should close upon the tariff bill, on Monday, the 
6th of May, at 4 o’clock. He had not offered the 
resolution without consultation with gentlemen of 
all parties. His own view was that the debate should 
end on Wednesday o> Thursday of next week. He 
proposed two weeks from the time the debate com- 


at'improved currency. He was against free trade, 
against high protective duties and against horizontal 
duties, but, as understood by the reporter, in favor of 
discrimination for sagar. 

Mr. Steenrod, of Virginia, next addressed the com- 
mittee against the protective policy and upon the 
subject of the expenditures of the government, after 
which the committee rose and reported progress and 


the house adjourned. 


Monpay, Aprit.29. Commitice on military affiirs. 
The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Jacob 
Thompson as a member of the committee on military 
a(fairs, to supply the vacaney created by the decease 
of Mr. Bossiere. 

Florida Indians. Mr. Levy, on leave given, offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the secretary of war be required to fur- 
nish to this house copies of all correspondence between 
the department, or any of ifs bureaus, with the com- 
manding officer in Florida since the Ist of November, 
1842, respecting the Indians remaining in said territory 
and the orders which have been given to said officer 
with respect to the removal of said Indians from that 
territory or their continuance in it; together with all let- 
ters from any citizens of Florida which may have been 
addressed to the department or referred to it, respecting 
the proper policy to be adopted with said Indiaus; and 
that he also transmit to this house copies of whatever 
information may have been received of the department 
respecting the recent Indian aggressions and murders in 
Wes! Florida. 

Texas. Diplomatic correspondence with Spain. Mr. 
Lewis asked leave to offer the following resolution, 
which was read for information. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be 
requested tocommunicate to this house copies of such 
portions of the correspondence, public or private, in the 
years 1516, 1817, 1818, 1819, and 15820, between our 
ministers at the court of Madrid and the depariment of 
state, between those ministers and the Spanish secreta- 
ries of state, and between the department of state and 








menced. jthe Spanish ministers accredited to this government, 


Mr. Kennedy said. 2s two days had been lost of the 
y said, ys 

present week he would suggeat that two days beyond 

the 6th be named. 


Mr. Barnard, of N. Y., thought it was too early to | 


name a day for terminating the debate. 

Mr. Vinton thought the regular order of business 
should not be disturbed. The house by a large vote 
had set apart three days for district business. 


Mr. Weller was in favor of terminating the debate | 


upon the early day. 


land*which correspondence may not have been hitherto 
| communicated to either house of congress and publistied 
lunder the authority of either: Provided, however, ‘That 
ithe president shall not deem it incompatible with the 
_publie interest to furnish the copies referred to. 
Mr. Brinkerhoff and other members objected. 
| Mr. Lewis moved that the rules be suspended to 
enable him to offer the resolution. 

| The rules were suspended by a vote of 119 yeas to 
23 nays. 

Mr. Davis, of Indiana, demanded the previous ques- 








Mr. Idemlin thought if the debate was to go on,! tion. 


upon the preliminary question, we should never get 
at the main question at all. He concurred with the 
gentleman from Virginia, that Monday, the 6th of 
May, would afford ample time for the discussion of 
the bill. Hethought as the minority were rarely 
courteous it did not become the majority to be so to 
them. 

Mr. Hamlin moved the previous question, which 
the house refused to second, ayes 70, nays 75. 

Mr. C. J. Ingersoll proposed to name the 9th of 
May instead of the 6th for the terminating of the de- 
bate. 

Mr. Broadhead moved to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Decided in the affirmative by 88 yeas to 83 nays. 

On motion of Mr. Dromgoole, the house then sus- 
pended its rules by a vote of 105 to 52, in order to 
go into the committee of the whole on the tariff. 

Mr. Belser, of Alabama, then addressed the com- 
mittee for an hour in opposition to the doctrine of 
protection, the effect of which he said would be to 
create works of internal improvement, and decrease 
the rates of postage in order to dispose of the money 
which he said would accrue from the tariff of 1842. 
Mr. B. said there was no constitutional power to 
protect domestic manufactures. In regard to the bill 
before the house, he regarded it in many of its 
features a protective tariff. He might vote for this 
bill in order to destroy the tariff of 1842. Mr. B, 
replied to Mr. Wethered, of Md., and referred to his 
exhibition of manufactured goods in the hall of the 
house. They had been protected, or they could not 
liave been made and sold so cheap. 

Mr. Broadhead, arose and claimed Pennsylvania 
as in favor of the tariff and as always having been a 
tariffstate. Pennsylvania had not sustained the com- 
promise act, but she had sustained all the tariff acts 


| Mr. Adams asked Mr. D. to withdraw the demand, 
|to enable him to move an amendment striking out 
| the proviso. oo 

| Mr. Davis was willing to withdraw, he said, for 
the purpose of modification of the resolution, but for 
no other purpose. 

| A suggestion made to Mr. Lewis to modify the re- 
‘solution in the manner pointed out, drew from. him 
an expression of objection on the ground that the re- 
sulution would assume an unusual form. 

Mr. dams said, not at all. There were nume- 
rous precedents in which that proviso was not in- 
cluded. 

After a brief conversation Mr. Lewis adopted the 
modification. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. ‘The main question was ordered, and, be- 
|ing taken, the resolution was adopted. 
| Mr. Harper made an ineffectual motion to suspend 
ithe rules to enable him to make a report. 

The tariff. On motion of Mr. Norris, the house 
resolved itse!f into committee of the whole on the 
state of the Union; (Mr. Hopkins, of Virginia, in the 
chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill to 
modify the existing tariff. 

The general debate was continued. 

Mr. Weller, arose and spoke against the existing 
| tariff. 

Mr. Romsey, of Pa., followed in favor of the ex- 
isting tariff. z ee 

Mr. Collamer, next spoke-in favor of the existing 
tariff. 

Mr. Leonard, followed, in opposition to it. 

Mr. Melivaine, spoke-next, in regret at the discus- 
‘sion on being at all at present in progress, and in fa- 
vor of the existing tariff. 

A quorum now not-remaining, the committee rose 


— 
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his objections. The gentleman who now claimed }—that of 1828, which was more protective than the | and the house adjourned. 
his seat had been in the city for several weeks with- 

out presenting his credentials. This fact was known | 
to ull, and it was equally well known that*he had | 
beén afflicted with a painful dispensation of fein | 
dence. He felt it, therefore, to be his duty to move! 


taniffof 1842. General Jackson, too, had sustained 
the protective policy, and.so had. Thomas Jefierson 
and James Madison.» He argued that there was pow- 


Monpay, Apnrin 30. The tariff bill, was taken up 
in committee of the whole, and discussed by Messry. 
| 2. Snith, of N. Y., Boyd, of Kentueky, C. Smith, of 


er in the constitution to pass.a tariff bill. | Indiana, King, of N. ¥., and Marsh, of Vermont. 
| 


Mr. Slidell, of Louisiana, arose and argued that 





‘he housé adjoufned. 
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CHRONICLE. 





_ Busrngss Review. Conventions, national, state, and po- 
litical, have been the order of the week in Baltimore, and 
it was difficult to transact any o'her business, so great has 
been the crowd. Meantime we have observed no change, 
in the curren: of trade since ouf lasi, requiring special no- 
tice, except In the lines of transportation of passengers of 
which the owners have had a glorious time of it. Vehicles 
of every description and from every direction. for several 
days come full freighted,—nay crammed with passen- 
gers. 


The Irwinton Bank, at Eufaula, Alabama_ has failed- 


Two cotton honses in New York have stopped pay- 
ment. A cotion and woollen factory is going up at 
Natchez, Mississippi. 


Tur Exports from New Orleans during the quarter 
ending 31st March, amounted to more than $19,000,000, 
and more than double those of any previous quarter. 


EFrrect OF THE TARIFF. From a table in Hnnt’s Mer- 
chants’ Magazine, furnished from the Treasury Depart- 
ment, it appears that the amount of specie shah tr in- 
10 the United States in the year 1843 was $28.742.634. 
Of this amount $17,264,470 was in gold, and $6,032,075 
in silver. 
imports ofany vear since 1821, The amount exporied 
in 1843 was $3,118,399. ‘Thistable shows a gratifying 
increase of the precious metalsin the country, which wlll 
tend still further to give stability to our currency. 

ApoLirion—Slatistrcs.. We find the following table 
in a northern paper, showing the abolition vote in the 
fourteen free states, and the increase ia the last four 


years:— 

States. 1840, Stl. 1542. 1843. 

Maine, 194 1,662 2 988 6 261 | 
New Hampshire, 1 2 353 3,110 3.564 

Vermont, 3:9 2,794 2.09] 3.766 

Massachusetts, 1,415 3,722 6.422 9.133 


777 1,872 
16,125 
2.417 
6,470 
1,954 


. Connecticut, 174 J,319 ] 
New York, 2,808 5882 7 
Pennsylvania, 342 818}, 
Ohi», 2,848 5 4 
Ihinois, 150 627 a 
Michigan, 858 2775 
Indiana, 00 00 2,050 
Wisconsin, 00 00 00 127 





Rhode Island, 42 00 00 Ty) 
New Jersey, €9 00 OV 
Total, 6.365 20,636 34.716 54,257 


Axrspama—JU. S. Senator. ‘he Hon. D:ixoa H. Lew- 
18 has been appointed by the Governor of ihe State of 
Alabama to fill the vacancy in the Senate of the United 
States occasioned by the resignation of Col. King. 


Army. The Pensneola Gaz. of the 201) says “Lient. 
A. Montgomery, with forty men, all of the 7th infantry, 
left here on ‘Tuesday last for ihe Choetawhatchee, on 
another expedition against the Indians. We learn that 
they will be absent ten days. 

Bett Maxine ‘This is 4 creat business in Cincinnati. 
There are in that city nine or ten Brassand Bell Foun- 
ders, who give constant employment to between 69 and 
70 hands, and manufacture to tle amount of more than 
$50,000 per annum. ‘The Cincinnan Gazetie gives a list 


} 
‘ 


° - e } . 
of the bells cast at one of these establishments during the | 


past year. ‘The number is 104, and the egeregate 
Weight is 40,467 Ibs.” Oue of the bells weighed imore 
than 2000 pounds. 

Con. Benron on annexaron. The Globe contains a 
long Jetter Jrom col. Benton, addressed “lo the mem- 
bers of the T'exian congress, in answer to their commu. 
nication to him. expressing their wish to be acimitted nto 
the American Union.” He objects in the same spirit that 
Mr. Van Buren’s letter objects to the measure, In the 
present posture of affairs. 


Centncor Porvrnatiox. Dr. 
the U.S. Mint at P| 
fure the National Tpstitute, on the best 
tain ng the centre of iD pulation ol a 
and of the Union. He stated that the centre.of repre- 
sentative popelation of the United Siates, was, at the 
date of each census, as joliow 

In 1790, an 


) 

Patterson, 
‘ilade!phia, cs 
mode of ascer- 


county Or state, 


2 r sept T. ilpe 
Baliimore county, M; nies 


f 


, 7 Md 
rviand, 13 


south of the Pennsylvania line, and 17 miles nerth of 


Paltimore. Distane e iy Im Washington: ih ih 40, east 
22, in a straight ine 51 miles. 

ku 1300, in Carrol! county, Maryland, 7 miles south of 
Pennsylvania line, and? niles) northeast of Westinin- 
ster. Distance from Washington: north 52, east 9, straight 
line 53. 

In 1810, in Adams county, Pen 
nerth of Mason & Dixon’a line, and P7 west 
burg. Distance from Wasluagton: nerth G4, west 39 
straight! line 73. 

In 1820. in western part of Morgan county, Virginiae 
10 miles west, south west of Bath, one mie from the 
Potomac, from Washington: North 47, West 71, straigh 
line 86. 

In 1830, in Hampshire county Virginia, opposite to 
Westernport, Maryland, and 20 miles northwest of 
Romney, 16 miles south of Pennsylvania line; from 
Washington: North 43, West 87, straight line 117, 

In 1840, Marion county, Virginia, 23 miles south of 
Pennsylvania line, 19 miles northeast of Clarksburg, 
from Washington North 36, West 160, straight line 
J05 


syvivania, o& Nines 
* 


This is greater, by abont $6,600,000, than the | 


cerector of | 
ivered a lecture be. | 


of Getivs- | 
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Centre of total population in 1840, in [arrison county, 
irginia, 38 miles south ef Pennsylvania hae, 5 miles 
due south of Clarksburg, from Washington North 21, 


West 175, straight line 177. 


Deatus, during the last weck at New York, 131, of 
which 36 were under one year of age, 43 were foreign- 
ers, of whom 23 were trom Lreland; 7 were colored per- 
sons; 26 died of consumption. 


At Baltimore, 50, of which 14 were under one year of 
age; 10 free colored persons, 1 slave; 11 died of scarlet 
fever, and 9 of consumption. 


Distittertes. There are 10,308in the U.S. of which 
New York has 212, and Pennsylvania1,010. Delaware 
has none. North Carolina z 802; Louisiana’, &c. &ce. 
New York produces 11,978, 815 gallons. North Caroli- 
na 1,054.979 gallons. Massachusetts hus 37 and makes 
5,177,919 gallons. 


Exrepition To THE Mountains We understand that 
an expedition under the superintendance of the Jesnits‘of 
St. Louis University, will leave this city for the Rocky 
monntains, about the last of the present month. ‘Those 
wishing totake a trip to the mountains for health or 
pleasure. will find this an excellent opportunity. Every 
arrangement will be made to render the ex sedition pleas- 
ant. [Sé. Louis Rep. 





An Eartrnouare, was felt at the Island of St. Thomas, 
(on the 19hof April. No material injary ascertained. 


Pree Cuvuacy or Scornanp. Itis announced in the 
New York papers by Hagh Auchincloss, trecsurer, that 
‘the amount reevivedd by Inm for aecounto! the Free- 
| Chureh of Scotland up to April,1, 1844, was #$26,965- 
| 23. 

{ 


| 





Tce rrape. ‘There were shipped from the port of Bos- 
ton, during the last year, 45,000 tons of ice. It is deli- 
'vered on ship board generally at $2.25 per ton. One! 
| firm, Gage, Hittenger & Co. freighted with it 101 vessels | 
i last season. [tis regularly shipped to Bombay, Canton, 
Madras, Calcutta, Mauritius, and all poris of conse- 
quence in warm climates. One cargo was recently ship- 
ped to the East Indies, and exchanged pound for pound, 
for cotton, and the latter taken to J.iverpool, thus reali- 
zing a very profitable voyage. This trade is very ad- 
 vantageous to all concerned, and even benefits the lum- 
ber men and saw milis of Maine. So much saw dust is 
required in packing the ice for shipment, that it selfs for 








ithree dollars a cord, and one vessel is constantly em- | 
| ployed in freighting it froin the saw mills on the Pe wb | 
Scot to Boston. 
{ 

| Irzinois.—Land sales. The sales of landsin this state | 
'comimenced at Springville, UL, on the Istult’) During a| 
| week,sales arnounted to only four or five thousand acres, | 
at prices ranging froin three to six dollars per acre. Ji} 
| was generally believed thata few more acres would at thre | 
| present time be sold. ‘The quantity of those lands is 250,- | 
| O00 acres, which are located in the different parts of the } 


‘The law under which the sale is made, authori- | 
izes the disposal of the lancs for scrip or coupens, and! 
; fur state bonds, which will not become due in less than } 
| twenty or thiriy yeats. ‘The price put upon the land is! 
inot, therefore, the cash price, butis governed by theit 
| prospective value some ten or fifteen years hence. ‘This 


| state. 


(is done because a partof the stipulated peyment is not! 
'eash, but state bonds not yet due. 
‘ 

Louisiana—Juticial appointinent. Tle Governor of} 


: esq. 


| Loutsiar a has appointed John Nelson Carrigan 
| Judge of the city court of Lifayette, vice C Ms 
| renroved. 

} 
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| Marynanp—Slate Texes. Commissioners of Carroll 
| Couuty, by a vole of 5 to 4. have refused to appoint a 
; collector uf the state tax. The law now requires the 
Governor ty make the appointment. 


et 
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Missourtr—" The heziuning of an importantirade. A 
bont arrived at our lauding last ‘Thursday, from Jasver 
county, Mo. via Spring river, Pomme de ‘lerre and Ne- 
shov, owned by Messrs. Horuback & Kerr, with the fol- 
Llow ng cargo; 40, OO Ti by ese 

i bulk; 1400 Ibs. batter, 


‘ 


> 


lbs. beet and pork, salted and in 
1009 Ibs. tulluw. and a large gute} 
tity of lard.” {Yar Buren Intel. 
P 
t? : ‘ r ! 
sourt. ‘he boat whieh brougitthis produce tothe Var 
Buren landing bad to pass throngh the Seneca and Creel 
natious, Verily, it is grat 
evidence of the developenmnt of the resources of the far 


wesl, and the Widusiry aud enterprise vi the rm ople. 
l4¥. UO. Tropic. 


Navan. The Vincennes, U.S. ship, Cap. Bichanan, 
sailed from Pensacola 2hst past. for the W. Indies. 

The Potomac, trigate, sailed at the same time for Vera 
Cruz. The Freneh brig of war Grotien sailed froin 
| Pensacola on the loch ult. for 





the W. Ladies. 

A naval court martial convened at the navy yard, Pen- 
sacola, on the 22d ult. ter the trial of Lieut. J. W. West, 
and R. C. Cogdeil. 

The Constitution, U.S. frigate from Norfolk reached 
the North river on the 23:h uli. aud anchored near the 
North Carolina, stip of the line. 

TheU.S steamship Union, built on the plan of Lieat. 
Hunter, made an excursion down the Potomac on Mon- 
day evening for the purpose of exhibiting her qualities. 
Members of congress, heads of departments &c. were, 
invited to witness her performance. She has since reach 
ed — whose citizens have been politely invited to 
vitsil Ber. 





| the menace. 


> fork of the river Platte. 


Lin Brist-l toner harver, 


Jasper county is one of the frontier counties in Mis- ; 
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’ ‘| counties net vet heard from. 

nying to record such a cheering | 

| Opponent 
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The U.S. trigaie Constitution, com, Kgarnxry, with 
com. JoNEs on board, and the U. 8. brig Chipola, con), 
GaRDNER, have arrived at Norfolk, from Rio. Commo- 
dore Jones came in her as a passenger. 

The Army and Navy Chronicle says—“Commodore 
Jonzs returns home in obedience to the published orders 
of the secretary of the navy, dated in January, 1843, 
which were only seen by him. it appears, in the public 
newspapers, as he had not received a single letter, relat- 
ing to his command, froin the secretary of the navy, since 
ue left the United Siates. in December, 1841.” 

Death of commander J. D. Williameon. A Havara 
correspondent of the Char'eston Mercury announces tie 
death from hemotrhage ¢f the lnngs on the Vth inst. a- 
bout 45 milesin the mterior, of commander Jonathan D. 
Williamson, U.S. N. 


Gen. Porter’s Prorerty. The Black Rock and 
Buffailo property left by Gen. Peter B. Porter, is valu- 
ed at $400 000. 


Ruope Isuanp. The trial of Thomas W. Dorr, fir 
treason, commenced before the snpreme court of Rhode 
Island, at Newport, on the 28th ult. The atterney 
general proposed to ask each juryman before swearin 
him, whether he voted for the “people’s consmtation 
socalled, and wheather he believed it to be the law of 
the land, also, if he had voted for the prisoner fer Govy- 
ernor under the eonstituiion, and if he believed him to 
have been the legal Governor of the state at the tince 
when he was charged with the commission of trersonn- 
ble acis. Upon these questions the court were diviced 
in opinion, aud they were rejected. 


Roexs. Near the Island of Corfree, there is a rock 
which has the appearanee of a vessel under sail. the one 
cients imagined it was the Phenician vessel which car- 
ried Ulysses tohis country and which was metamor- 
phosed into stone. to revenge his son, Pclyphemus — 
‘There are wwo other rocks, one on the const of Pataco- 
niz, and the other near the const of California, which 
present the same form. ond which have often deceived 
mariners. “There is also one of these strange rocks 
near the Island of St. Thormas, and whieh 1s called “Sail 
rock,” having at a distance every appearance of a vessel! 
under sail. 


Sreaminecir. *T'alk about your northern steamboats,” 
said a Mississippi firernen the other dar, “you haint had 
a biler burst for five years. Don’t require no spunk to 
navigate them waters—any fool can do it. but it takes a 
an. stranger, to ride one of these ere alligator hoats 
head on toa sawyer, high pressure and valve soddered 
down, six hundred passengers on board and every sou} 
endangered .” 

A Sonar Ratnrow. A beautiful and rare phenome- 
1, was visible for some time on Tuesday last, the 30:h 
t. at Baltimore. 


Ni 
ul 

TrrAscry wotes The amonnt of treasury notes ont- 
standin on the Fst Inst., it ts officially stated, was $2, - 
464,658 65. 

Treaty witn Prussta. The 
nit. savs “We understand that a treaty, negotiated by Mr. 
Wheaton. our ministerat Berlin, with the German 
has been completed, and was received by the 
President on ‘Thursday. ‘The treaty. will, we under- 
stand, be Immediately transmitted by the President to 
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THe l'cr "TRADERS. Captain Cahanne, with a port: "ny 

of his company, has arrived at St. Louis irom the nerh 

They report their trip as. very 

sueeessif}. The reverse is reported of the trade on the 
south fork of the Platte and on the Upper Arkansas. 
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JHE PISHERICS, vpon the Fotomac, this season com- 


menced early. and for a time gave fair promise, but have 
furled tofurrish the usneal abundance of shad and ty r- 
ring. Shadcommanded $7 to $8 per hundred. 

rings $3 to $3,25 per thousand. 


7, . a wi mae > gs pepe a per d? — e  gsta} , ; 
Sue creat “Grear Barrain’ steamer. sul! rema‘ns 
, ‘7 

yeie bunt toe larce tu pass 
dock gates inal separate that sieet ol water i7eom 
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Avon river, i 

= Tsp yee ft is believed that st , in 
the vininaer. {1S veneved that SueJjs ititehbeed tye run to 


New Y ork, when she eis vul. 


fie journals are auimsing themselves at 
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that they, the Van Buren par 
will have a majority of two of four on joint ballon The 
Whigs lost a senator m Accomac conuly, though the 
delegates were elected by considera bie majarities. 

Mr. Bayzy, (V. B.) is elected to covgress. from W j-e’s 
district,—majority variously siated, from 6 to 72 over 
Carter. (W.) 

Mr. Gogarn. (W.) is elected to succeed Gov. GrumER, 
by a majority appruaching two hundred. 

The aggregate vote it is believed will show a majority 
in favor of the whigs, but some of the heavy party coun- 
ties did not give a jull vote. 


Mr. Wesster, having been particularly invited, arriv- 
ed at Baltimore in time to attend the whig ratification 
convenuion, and made several speeches in favor of the 
whig nuiminees for president and vice president. 
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NatioxnaL—finances. ARrmy—general orders. 
Drrtomatic—compliment to Waddy Thompson. 
Lerrer oF T'nos. Jerrerson ro H. Nites. 

Spates OF THE Unton— Connecticut election; Pennsyl- 
vania state credit; Muryland whig gubernatorial conven- 
tion; Tyler convention. 

WlG NATIONAL PRESIDENTIAL CONVENTION. WuiG Ra- 
TITICATION CONVENTION. ‘I'EXAS ANNEXATION TREATY. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE—documents—Mr. Clay’s letter 
on the subject; Mr Van Buren’s letter on the subject. 

Mr. Wuire’s DEFENCE oF Mr. Crav. 

CONGRESSIONAL TROCEEDINGS. 





The letters of Mr. CLay and Mr. Van Buren, in reply 
to enquiries for their respective opinions upon the 
propriety of ratifying the treaty for annexing Texas 
to the Union, inserted in this number of the Register, 
in which both of them decidedly disapprove of the 
treaty, leave but® little prospect of its being ratified 
by the senate, at least in the present position of our 
relations with Mexico, and of Mexico with Texas.— 
The opinions of two such distinguished statesmen, 
having enjoyed such opportunities as they have of 
judging—and situated as they are in relation to each 
other, and in relation to public opinion, must give 
creat weizht to a joint opinion from them, to say 
nothing of the arguments which each of them employs, 
bringing them to results almost identical. 

Mr. Tyrer, on the other hand, it is evident has so 
far ashe could, identified Texas Annexation, with his 
chance for an election to the next presizency. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 





fa hel . r ’ ‘ | 

lure Secrerary or tue Treasury. John C. Spen- | 
cer, esq. has resigned the office of secretary of the’ 
treasury. 

NATIONAL FINANCES. The condition of the fis- 
cal departwent under the operation of the existing 





tariff and the revival of business generally, as ex- 
hibited by the report of the secretary of the treasury | 
to congress, up tothe 29th February, 1844, fully | 
sustains our most sanguine predictions. We took | 
oceasion some time since, to intimate that the secre- | 


notin his estimates to overrate the probable receipts. | 
A financier should always be on the safe side. 

In the report made to congress December 15, | 
1842, by the ggeretary of the treasury, the receipts for | 
the year ending 30ih June, 1841, were estimated at 





From customs, $16,000,000 
From lands, 2,700,000 
From miscellaneous sources 150 000 
Making a total of $18,350,000 


In the report submitted by the secretary of the 
treasury on the 6th December, 1843, to the congress 
now in session, that officer estimates the receipts, 
with the lights then before him, including one quarter 
estimated forthe fiscal year ending 30th June, 1844, at| 

F'roin customs, $17,432,272 09 
From lands, 1,945,870 22 
}’rom other sources, 





$19,455,013 74 

By his subsequent report, not of estimates, but of 

actual results, made up to the 29th February, 1844, 

it appears that the receipts from the Ist July, 1843, 
to tiat period were, 
From customs, 

From lands, 
From incidentals, 


$15,102,688 26 
1,337,052 79 
82,208 62 





Ife 


16,521,949 67 
And his estimates of receipts for the 
residue of the fiscal year, to June 
30th is, From customs, 
From lands, 


45,600,000 00 
620,000 00 





Total for the year, $22,721,949 67 
Excess of receipts as then estimated, over his esti- 
mates of December last, $3,266,935 93. This shows 
that the treasurer made a very safe, if not a very neal 
guess, at his receipts, in his annual report. ‘If he 
has been as cautious in estimating for the residue of 
the year, which we suspect he hus, the receipts will 
be FIVE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS beyond his official es- 


76.871 43 | 


the Yankees are as good at guessing as they are re- 
puted to be, they ought to beat the secretary at it, 
considering the chances he has had asa public oflicer 
in charge of all the data. 
The balance in the treasury on-the Ist July, 1843, 
was $10,434,567 55 
Tue receipts from that time till 
29th February, 1844, were 
From customs, $15,102,683 26 
Lands, 1,337,052 79 
Incidentals, 84,208 62 
Loan of 3843, 70,231 35 
Treasury netes 1,919,800 00 





$18,513,981 02 





$28 948,488 57 
Tne payments, for the same period have been, 
For civil list, miscellaneous, and foreign inter- 


course, $3,530,065 13 
Military, 6,174,485 13 
Naval, 4,703,956 13 


Reimbursing trea- 
sury notes, 

Interest on treasu- 
ry notes 

Do. on public debt 


9,758,711 49 


547,286 67 
647,434 97 





425,361,043 93 





Balance in the treasury 
Ist March, 1844, $3,587,439 64 

From this datum, it would appear that the annual 
amount of the NaTIonAL peBrT, including treasury 
notes as a part of said debt, has been reduced 
$7,778,680 14, between the Ist July, 1843 and the 
29th February, 1844—Thus— 
Amount of treasury notes redeemed $9,758,711 49 
Amount received for 

treasury notes 

Receipts for loans 


for 1843, 


€1,919,800 00 
70,231 35 


41,980,031 95 





Showing a reduction of in- 
debtedness of $7,775,680 14 
This if correct, we considera very clever exhibit. 


The treasurer reports a balance of specific appro- | 
tary had taken special care, as he was bound to do,’ priations unexpended, Ist March, 1844, of $12,399- | 


617 73. In addition to which there will be required 


| for indeffinate appropriations for the service of the | 
balance of the fiscal year, about $750,000, including | 


interest on the public debt. 





THE ARMY. 
War department, April 16, 1814. 
By direction of the president, general order No. 
40, of July 12, 1842, districting the United States 
into,nine military departments, is rescinded, and the 
country is hereby divided into two military geogra- 
phical divisions, the boundaries of which will be the 
same as those established at the reduction of the ar- 


| my in 1821, with the exception of the present 4th and | 
9th military departments, which will not be includ- 


ed in either division. 
Brevet major general Gaines will be assigned to 


the command of the western, and brigadier general | 


Wool, to the command of the eastern division. Bre- 
vet brigadier generals Brady and Worth will con- 
tinue in command of their present departments, the 
4th and 9th. 

The generals in command of the divisions and de- 


GENERAL ornpERS—No. 17. 
War department, adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, fpril 20, 1844. 

1. The feregoing instructions of the president are 
published for the government of the army, and the 
following is the arrangementof military geographical 
divistons and departments made under them: 

Western divisior. The country west of a line 
drawn from Fond du lac, Lake Superior, to Cape 
Sable, Florida, and embracing the part of Wisconsin 
Territory west of said line; Jowa Territory; the states 
of fllinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, Arkan- 
sas, Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama; West Flo- 
rida; and the Indian country west of the Mississippi 
river. 

Eastern division. The states of Maine, N. Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, S. 
Carolina, and Georgia. 

4th Military department. The states of Ohio, In- 
diana and Michigan, and that part of Wisconsin ter- 
ritory not included in the western division. 

9th Military department. East and Middle Florida. 


Until otherwise directed, the present arrangement 
of military departments Nos. 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7 and 8, 
will be continued, and the senior officer in each will 
report to, and receive instructions from the com- 
manders of divisions. 

II. Brevet major general Gaines is assigned to the 
command of the western, and brigadier gen. Wool, 
'lo the command of the eastern division, and will, 
for the present, establish their head quarters, re- 
| spectively, at N. Orleans, Louisiana, and Troy, N. Y. 
| ‘The head quarters of departments will remain as 
| now established, except the head quarters of the 5th 

department, which will be at Fort Columbus, N. Y. 

iil. Commanders of divisions, and of the 4th and 
Hh military departments will forward monthly re- 
turns to the head quarters of the army as prescribed 
by ‘‘general orders” No. 41, of 1842. 
| HV. The authority to grant leaves of absence as 
conferred by the regulation of the war department 
of July 16, 1842, is restricted to the commanders of 
divisions, and of the 4th and 9th military depart- 
ments. By order, L. THOMAS. 

Assistant adjutant general. 








CompiiMent TO Wappy Tuompson. Our late mi- 
nister to Mexico, in passing through Mobile on his 
vay home was invited by the citizens to partake of 
a public dinner. The following is the correspon- 
| cence, which we copy from the Mobile Register of 
t e i8th inst. 
Waverly House, Mobile, Ipril 16, 1844. 
Hon. Waddy Thempson: 

Dear sin: Ata meeting of the citizens of Mobile, 
held at this place, to-day, the undersigned were ap- 
| pointed a committee to tender to you the hospitalities 
of our city, and to transmit the enclosed resolutions, 

which were unanimously adopted by the meeting. 
Your able and efficient diplomatic carcer, as the 
minister of government to Mexico, is deserving of 
all praise, and has endeared you to the heart of eve- 
iry American. Your conduct has been signalized not 
only by the wisdom of the diplomatist, but the phi- 
,lanthropy of a noble nature, and the courageous 
| devotion of a friend. 
| Our relations with the government of Mexico 


| 





partments above named, will receive their orders! have become exceedingly important. Texas is an 
from the major general commanding the army, and | intervening territory,and we confess we feel that 
wili communicate with him through the adjutant! the fate of that republic is of vital concern to our 














timates in his annual report of December last. If 
XV1 Vol.—Sig. 10. 


general. Correspondence on official subjects with 
the president cr secretary of war is prohibited. 

It may be necessary to issue orders direct from 
general head quarters at Washiagton to officers other 
than the commanders of divisions or departments, 
and, to avoid delay, they may send their reports to 
the adjutant general without observing the ordinary 
channel of correspondence; but in all such depar- 
tures from the established rule, copies of the orders 


the proper commander. 


Commanders of divisions and departments will | 


give timely information of any intended absence from 
their head quarters, except in cases of emergency, 
when the circumstances rendering their absence ne- 
cessary wiil be reported. 

WM. WILKINS, secretary of war. 


country. While you were at your post we felt se- 
cure. The interests of our government and the 
condition of any of its children, whom chance may 
‘\havethrown into that country, we felt certain met 
with your vigilant oversight and proteetion. Whi'e 
duly engaged in the responsible duties of your high 
office, you yet found time, in obedience to the dic- 
tates of humanity, te throw the broad shield of Amc- 


» | Tican influence over thos¢ who were suffering and by 
reports, &c. must, at the same time, be furnished to 


your noble efforts have sent joy into many troubled 
hearts. 

Permit us, therefore, individually, as well as in be- 
half of our fellow citizens, to assure you of our 
high sense of your worth, and to solicit your accep- 
tance of the invitation herewith tendered. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

G. F. Linpsay, and others—committee. 
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Mr. Tuompson’s Repry. 
Mansion House, Mibile, April 16, 1844. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to acknowledge the 
receipt of your kind, your too kind and flattering 
note of this date, inviting me, in the name of the 
citizens of Mobile, without distinction of party, to a 
public dinner. If I had desired or looked to any 
other reward for my humble public services than the 
consciousness of an honest effort to discharge my 
duty, and the happiness of having made others hap- 
py, such a tribute from the citizens of Mobile, and 
conveyed in the manner in which it has been done, 
greatly exceeds both my expection and merits; and 
] must be permitted to add, that its value is greatly 
enhanced by the consideration that it is tendered 
without distinction of party. Ihave been astrong 
party man—perhaps I may be so again. But my 
party feelings cannot cross salt water, and I cannot 
well conceive how any one can leave our free and 
blessed country, without also leaving all such feel- 
ings behind him. 

My separation from my family has been Jong and 
painful, resulting from causes which I could not 
control nor disregard without a dereliction of duty; 
and my impatience increases every moment as Lap- 
proach my home. l beg that you will excuse me 
for not accepting your kind invitation. Butas | 
shall not be able to leave Mobile until to-morrow 
evening, I shall be most happy to meet my friends of 
this city, atany time and place which they may de- 
signate. 

With great respect, your obedient servant, 

WADDY THOMPSON. 
To Messrs. G. F. Linpsay, Joun Gauge, and others, 
committee. 

Tnos. Jerrerson’s LETTER TO Hezexian Nixes. 
We should like to have an account of the adven- 
tures of the letter of which the following is a copy, 
and which has fallen some way or other into the 
hands of the Paris correspondent of the Bosten .41- 
las, who,in his letter dated the Ist March, 1844, 
amongst many other interesting things, says— 

“The autograph mania is raging here, just now— 
and those of real value bring enormous prices. ] 
recently attended a sale of a collection, by the cre- 
ditors of the coilector, who had not only spent his 
own property, but borrowed targe sums that he 
might pursue his favorite science. Poor Autographile, 
it was painful to watch the sad expression of his 
countenance, as he saw the treasures which he had 
collected with so much care, scattered abroad; yet a 
smile of exultation would flit across his face, as 
some favorite was knocked down for a high price. 
A letter of Galileo’s brought 399 franes, Caivin 135. 
Fenelon 307, Marie Antoinette 170, lord Nelson, 120, 
&e. There area great nnmber of American auto- 
graphs in Paris, most of them brought over by the 
French troops who aided us in our revolutionary 
struggle, while others have been wrilten to and by 
our ininisters. 
Franklin to Marat, giving him: an aceount of some 
electrical experiments, and endorsed by the Jatter. 
The following may not be uninteresting to you or 
unprofitable to your readers. 

*\ Monticello, May 6, °26. 

“Dear sir—Having been lately engaged in index- 
ing my memorardum book of the last year, I ob- 
served your name not to bein it. ‘This fact sug- 
gests tome that I must have forgotten the annual re- 
mittance to you. 
for the past and present dues. My memory fails 
too much to be depended on, but if you would send 
a script of a note with a paper closing the year, 
this should not happen, and you would oblige me by 
the aid to my recollection. With this reperation of 


1 am now in treaty for a letter of 


I therefore now enclose you 10 D. | 
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Dist. 


5 1 
5 1 
6 1 
7:J.¥F. Trumbull, 1 
8 if 
9 ] 
10 1 


ll *Eli T. Hoyt, ] 
12 *Darius Mead,. 1 
13° Geo. Martin, 1 
1 
] 


15 *Ahijah Catlin, 
16 L. W. Curler, 


19 *Henry Taintor, 
20 Miner Grant, 
21 *Sessions Lawson, 972 Horace Taylor, 905 49 


*230 votes returned for Roger Baldwin, instead of 


Roger 8. Baldwin. 


FOR SENATOR. 
Whig. Loco. Abel. 
1] *Romeo Lowery, 2,376 W.J. Hamersley 1,905 123 
2 *Geo. Plummer, 1.722 'T’. We'les, 1,658 16 
3 *Tracy Peck, 1.875 Noble Towner, 1,722 140 
15 J. A. Darling, ~- 1,450 26 
75 Hiram Osborn, 1,499 48 
67 *Sami Spencer, 1.664 29 
M4 *Noyes Billings, 1.206 61 
413 AsherP Brown, 1,299 82 
051 J. B. Rogers, 1.032 95 
673 W.S. Pomeroy, 1,649 36 
529 Sam’l S. Gray, 1.493 32 
6 
0 


*Nelson Newton, 
*Norton J. Buel, 
Philo Pratt, 


’ 


o-~) «3 


4 


-”n 


*C. W. Rockwell, 
*R.E. Selden, Jr. 


*T. B. Osborne, 


1h H. A. Mitchell, 1,203 63 
70 *M. Burgess, 1,193 125 
219 Vernon Stiles, 1.218 285 
440 O.S. Seymour, 1,337 194 
1,453 *Silas Hodley, 1.520 127 
1.433 Raiph Deming, 1.390 58 

$29 *H. D. Smith, 1,096 53 
1,174 J. LYHommedieu, 1,150 93 
870 *Orson Wood, 958 68 


14 *W. Lyon, 3d, 


17 *Philo Kellogg, 
15 Daniel Russell, 


Total, 29 961 
Total, 60,245. Whig over Loco 1,369. 
*Elected—15 whivs, 6 locos. 


23,592 1,692 





RECAPITULATION. 
Senate. House Joint Ballott. 
Whig, 14 104 118 
Loco Foco, 7 80 87 
Whig majority 7 24 3l 


Contested (house) 4 (locos) no choice, 27. 
[Hartford Times. 
PennsyLvania. State Credit. That every delin- 
quent state in the Union would in a short time be 


constrained by the force of public opinion, to adopt 


measures for redeeming and adequately sustaining 
its faith and credit, we have never doubted, and 
have taken frequent occasion so tosay. The legisla- 
ture of Pennsylvania during the last week of their 
session, which closed on the 3d ult., finally passed the 
revenue bill which the popular branch of that body 
stood up gallantly in support. of. 
conference reconciled the difference that existed be- 


tween the two branches. The bill levies a tax of 


three mills in the hundred dollars, on all the aSsessa- 
bie property of the state. It also proposes to sell the 
public works, if they can obtain the stipulated prices 


—2i) millions of dollars for the main line from Phila- | 
delphia to Pittsburg,—three fourths of which, is to be 


paid before possession, and so on. 

The governor promptly signed the revenue bill, but 
vetoed the appropriation bill, upon the ground of its 
interfering with the salaries of the judiciary secured 
by constitution. 

Maryianp. FWhig Gubernatorial State Convention. 
A convention composed of delegates from the seve- 


ral counties and from the city of Baltimore, assem- | ~ 


bled in Baltimore on Tuesday the 30th ult. 
The following gentlemen composed the delegates: 
ilegany cownty.—John Hoye, Leonard Shirelifi, 
Ed. McCarty, James H. Hoblitzell, Henry Bruce. 
Washingion county.—Jolin Miller, ‘T. E. Buchanan, 
Elias Davis, J. D. Romain, Horace Risley. 


Frederick county.—L. P. Balch, Griffin Taylor, 


Robert Annan, De. J. Baer, Francis Brengle, Rich- | 


ard Coale. 


Carroll county.—Joshua C. Gist, M. G. Cockey, | 


W. Shepard, John Wadlow, Jonas Deal. 
Anne Arundel county.— Thomas 8S. Alexander, R. 


| Seliman, C.S. W. Dorsey, A. Randall, B. k. Gantt, 


my wrong, accept the assurance of my esteem and! C. R. Stewart. 


respect, “TH: JEFFERSON, 
“To Vir. Nives, Baltimore.” 


“write for glory and print on truss, | should re- 
commend the above letter to be kept before the people, 
as sound Jeffersonian doctrine. 
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CONNECTICUT ELECTION—Offcial. 
FOR GOVERNOR. 








Clevelond. Baldirin. Gillette. Scat. | 
Hartford county, 5356 6.1106 282 6 
New Haven ‘* 4 650 5.065 229 2 
New London * 3.564 3 539 254 3 
Fairfield os 4.400 4.805 l4l 2 
Windham “s 2.420 2 296 425 ] 
Litchfield a 4281 *4 393 S84 0 
Middlesex sd 2.92 2 124 145 2 
Tolland $s 1.893 1,860 lit 3 

23,846 30,093 1,971 19 


Charle county.—Walton. M. Miller, P. W. Crain, 


| John Hughes, J. J. Jenkins. 


From my experience in that honorable corps who | 








Montgomery county.—Ephraim Gaither, Phil Biays, 
R. J. Bowse, John Poole, Dr. T. Pool. 

Baltimore city —Peter Fenby, N.L. Wood, A. W- 
Bradlord, Asa Needham, B.C. Ross, C. H. Pitts. 


Baltimore county.—\W. W. Keyser, W. Tagart 


a ST teat 





Cecil county.— James L. Craig, J. H Jamer, Joh 
Janney, Lewis 8. Todd, Jobn B. Yarnail. 

Kent county.—James B. Ricaud, Geo. Vickers 
Wm. Maffitt, W. S. Constable. 

Talbot couniy.—T. W. Lockerman, John Harring. 
ton, Geo. T. Tilghman, G. Dudley. 

Prince George’s county. —R. L. Jenkins, James 
Harper, Samuel Arnold, Truman Belt, George VW, 
Duvall. 

St. Mary county.—John W. Bennett, W. Coad, J. 
M.S. Causin, B. J. Heard. 

Hartford county —H. H. Archer, Dr. J. Mont- 
gomery, G. W. Bradford, W. B. Bond, F.T. Amos, 

Calvert county.—G. W. Weems, T. J. Hellen, J, 
G. Mackall, A. R. Sollers. 

Turopore R. Lockerman Esq., of Talbot county, 
was called upon to preside. Vice presidents.?. R. Sol- 
lers, of Calvert, J. Baer, of Fredrick, J. B. Ricaud, 
of Kent, B. C. Ross of Baltimore city. Secretaries |, 
C. Gantt, G. Vickers, and J. R. Eccleston. 

Several persons were spoken of and advocated for 
Governor, and some half dozen ballotings took place, 
which finally resulted in the convention naming 
Tuomas G. Pratt, of Prince George county, who-e 
election the members of the convention unanimons- 
ly pledged themselves to use every honorable eilurt 
to secure. 

The convention adopted various arrangements, ap- 
pointed committees &c. with a view to conducting 
the electioneering campaign. 

The convention re-assembled, informally, on the Ist 
of May, for the purpose of interchanging salutations 
with Mr. Prart, the nominee, who in the meantime 
had reached the city. The president of the conven- 
tion addressed a few spirited and appropriate remarks 


n 











A committee of 


(on introducing Mr. Prarr, who rose and addressed 
| the convention in avery eloquent manner. He said 
| he would not declare that he felt honored and flatter- 
(ed by the nomination he had received, for such lan- 
| guage would come far short of expressing his real 
feelings on the occasion. His feelings were those of 
subdued consciousness of the responsibility the posi- 
tion he now occupied devolved upon him. He took 
| occasion to remark thatif elected he would be go- 
| verned in the discharge of his duties by the opinions 
of no manor setofmen. He would be the representa- 
tive of the entire whig party of the state, and wou!d 
devote his best energies to the advancement of the 
interests of the whole people. He would diseard all 
sectional feeling, and would equally attend to the 
welfare of all portions of the state. After other ad- 
dresses from Mr. Lockerman, Mr Ruicaud, &c. the 
convention finally adjourned. 





A Tyrer Srare Convention assembled at Balti- 
|more on the 29thinst. The merican states, that of 
about one hundred and seventy delegates named, only 
forty four attended. 
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|WHIG NATIONAL PRESIDENTIAL CON- 
| VENTION. ; 
| 
| 





A convention composed of delegates from each state 
of the Union, selected by the whigs of :he several states 
| or congres ional districts, assembled at the city of Bal- 
|timore on the Ist of May 1844, for the purpose of 
| nominating candidates for president and vice presi- 
ident of the United States at the election in Novem- 
| ber next. 
| The convention assembled at 11 o’clock, at the 
|Universalist church, and on the names of the de! 
gates appointed being called over, it was found 
|the representation of each state was entire, as fol- 
| lows: 
| Meine. Moses L. Appleton, David Bronson, John 
Hubbard, Josiah S. Little, Robert Goodenow, Lucius 
'H. Chandler, Wm. G. Crosby, Abraham Sanborn, 
| Noah Smith, jr. 
| New Hampshire. Ichabod Goodwin, Alfred W. 
Haven, liorace L. Hazelton, Ben}. M. Fraley, Phi- 
neas Henderson, Joseph Sawyer. 
Massachusetts. Abbott Lawrence, George Hall, 
Jonathan Chapman, Leverett Saltonstall, Dennis 


>|} Condry, Solomon Strong, Thomas Kinnicutt, Geo. 


Jas. ‘Purner, Josiah March, F. A. Gatch, E.G. Kil- |p, Davis, Wm. C. Plunkett, David A. Simmons, Wm. 


bourne. 


Queen Ann's counly.— John Brown, J. B. Spencer, 


Mathias George, Dr. Samuel Uarper. 


Dorchester county.—James Thompson, Joseph R. 


Rhode Lland. Robert B. Cranston, Samuel F. 
Man, Charles Jackson, Elisha Harris. 


Henry Bradiey, Charies Paine, Calvin 


| 

| . 

| A. Crocker, George B. Upton. 
| 

Vermont. 


Recleston, J. R. Keene, J. R. Martin, H. L. Me-; Townsley, J. H. Harris, John Peck, Erastus Fair- 


Namara. 


Somerset coonnty.—Edward Long, J. B. Rider, | 
| John Turner, Danial Ballard, Jas. Brittingham, J. 


R. Handy. 


Horeester county 


Martin. 


Caroline county —Abraham Jump, John Nichols, 


Jacob C, Wilson, Wm. Hardcastle. 


Teagle Townsend, Zadock P. 
Henry, Dr. W. R. Seiby, Edw. Lambdin, Dr. J. S. 


banks. 

Connecticut. J. W. Huntington, Dennis Kimber- 
ily, Wm. W. Elisworth, Samuel D. Hubbard, Solo- 
| mon Payne, Truman Smith. 
| Mew York. Erastus Root, John A. Collier, Abra- 
ham T’. Rose, David A. Bukee, Jas. Van Norshand, 
Jenjamin Drake, Edward Minturn, Dudiey Selden, 
eremiah Pierson, Peter H. Schenk, Wm. C. Has- 


J 


| 
' 
J 
} 
} 
} 
| 
j 
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brouck, James N. Mitchell, William Miller, Samuel 
) > 
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McClellan, Willis Hall, Benjamin Ketchum, Alex- 
ander C. Gibson, H. P. Alexander, Jas. G. Hopkins, 
Samuel Buckley, Frederick Hollister, Thos. Smith, 
Franklin Whitney, William Duer, Hiram Putman, 
Christopher Morgan, Wm. T. Lawrence, Ambrose 
Spence, Amos Sawyer, Z. Barton Stoud, W. W. 
MeKay, Porter Welch, James Durick, Calvin P. 
Bailey, Albert H. Porter. 

New Jersey. Henry W. Green, Wm. B. Kinney, 
Israel] R. Clawson, Robert E. Horner, Whitfield 5S. 
Jolinson, E. Y. Rogers, John B. Aycrigg. 

Delaware. ‘T. W. Thomas, Charles G. Ridgely, 
Senatorial; Robert Frame. 

Pennsylvania... Wm. B. Reed, John Strohm, Aun- 
gustus Baton, John Swift, Bela Badger, Michael 
Day, Jos. Royer, John W. Hombeck, David ‘Il own- 
send, Thomas E. Franklin, John S. Richards, Henry 
Maxwell, Wm. G. Henley, Mahlon C. Moncur, Wm. 
L. Harris, James H. Campbell, Edgar Cowen, Thos. 
M. T. MeKennon, Thomas M. Jolly, Samuel A. Pur- 
yianee. 

Maryland. Reverdy Johnson, John C. Groome, 
Samuel Sprigg, Richard Potts, George Howard,Chas. | 
H. Pitts, Zabdiel Potter, John Dennis. 

Virginia. Robert E. Taylor, Wm. 
Wm. 8. Archer, Rd. H. Toler, Wm. Martin, Uriel) 
Terrill, Robert E. Scott, Lawrence Roane, Benj. | 
W. Leigh, Robert MeCardlish, Robert Y. Conrad, | 





John H. Peyton, Wm. M. Peyton, Wyndan Robert.) Samuel C. Oliver, B. S. Bibb, Howell E. Chitty, 3d. | 


son, Alfred Beckley, John J. Jackson, Edgar C. | 
Wilson, Saml. Watts, J. Whyme, B. W. Fioney, | 
Thomas M. Bondurant, Jubal Early, Chas. Cocke, | 
Thomas R. Love, Hugh Mercer, James Lyons, Hill 
Carter, David Gibson, Wm. W. Magruder, Charles | 
L. Franciscus, John D. Sharp, Wm. H. Syme, Wa-| 
don Hoffman, Wm. C. Hayman. | 

North Carolina. John Gray Bynum, Dock- | 
ery, H. W. Miller, A. 1. Sheppard, Henry H. Nash, | 
—— Osburn, Lippett, —— Cherry, E. L. | 
Muslow, Edward Stanley, Gov. Dudley, Richard 
Hines, Senatorial. 

South Carolina. Wm.C. Preston, S. H. Dickson, | 
Jolin S. Preston, Edwin DeLeon, B. F. Davis, Camp- | 
bell R. Bryee, Henry Middleton, Samuei Chadwich, | 
Joseph Deland, Wm. Pattan, George W. Brown, W. | 
EK. Ferrel, O. Mills, G. 5S. Bryan, E. Gammage, 
Samuel Ripley, J.C. Levy, O. B. Hillan, ‘T. Tup- 
per, S. S. Willington, Olnver A. Collock. 

Georgia. Jolin McPherson Berrien, Thomas Butler 
King, Wm. C. Dawson, Roger L. Gamble, Lott 
Warren, Robert A. Toombs, Chas. Dougherty, A. H. | 
Keen, J. S. Calhoun, A. R. Wright. 

Kentucky. Thos. Metealfe, Squire Turner, A. Har- 
pending, Alfred Ailen, Benj. H. Reeves, Bryan Y.! 
Oisley, John B. Thompson, A. G. Stephenson, ‘Thos. | 
P. Wilson, Richard Pindall, Chas. Eginton, Wim. K. | 
Wall. 

Tennessee. -Wm. Martin, Lewis P. Williamson, 
George Glasscock, John P. McCormick, W B Hotia. | 
Jeremiah Morrow, Seabury Ford, Ist dist. 
Belamy Storer, Jacob Burnet, John C. Wright, W. 
I’. Harrison, John H. Ballance 2nd.; Nathaniel Ben- | 
jimin 34; Horatio G. Philips 4th; John Johnson Sth; 
Patrick G. Goode, 6th; Abel Rawson, 7th; Allen 
Trimble, R. W. Clark, Turpin Daughters, 8ih; John 
L.. Taylor, Thomas Worthington, 9th; T. O. Edwards 
10th; Alfred Kelly, Jlih; James Pendy, 12th; Lewis} 
Menazer, 13th; Joseph Brinker, 14th; Daniel Comer- 
se, loth; Colson Davenport 16th; John Hildt, sr. 17th; 
D. L. Collier, Anson L. Brewer, J. Andrews, A. D. 
Green, k’. A. Dohrman, J. Mason, A. J. Endley, 18th; 
J. Hlarris, 19th; George Y. Wallis, 20th; Geo. A. 
21st; J. 1. Harris, Geo. Q. Baker, 21; A. Harris, 18. 

Indiana. Jas. Rariden, Samuel Hanna, Ist dist.; 
Cliristian Coor, Wm. R. Boyer, David Boyer, Saml. 
C. Dunn, John B. Semans, 2nd; Marston G. Clarke, 
H. P. Thomston, John W. Payne, A. J. Simpson, 
Wim. Graham, 3d; Richard Chambers, Milton Gregg, 
lias Conwell, Smith Varter, 4th; Wm. B. Butler, | 
John A. Graham, Wm. C. Pelham, Samuel Hall, | 
Jsaac Sands, 5th; Douglass Maguire, Wm. Connor, 
sSaml. Herriot, C.C. Nave, Jas. P. Foley, 6th; Eli 
Murphy, Geo. B. Fingle, Wm. P. Stephens, Win. Hi. | 
Bennet, D. P. Holloway, 7th; Jas. Farrington, John | 
wing, E. W. MeCaughey, John R. Porter, Jas. M. 
Moflit, 8th; Alphonso A. Cole, Robt. C. Green, N. 
D. Grove, Wm. McKenton; John Comstock, 9th; 
John D. Defrees, Thos. H. Bassett, D. G. Rose, 
Stephen H. Combs, J.S. Harvey, 10th; J. F. Allison, 
Samuel Moore, J. Waner, John M. Sluss, Aaron 
Jioughton, llth; David Kilzore, Nathan B. Hawkins, 
John B. Lee, R. IN, Williams, Jesse Way, 12th; Elias 
Murray, Dousus Nicholas, R L. Douglass, M. Sweet 
ser, G. W. Wood. 

Louisiana, Hon. Henry Johnson, Hon. Alexander 
Barrow, Senatorial; Gov. E. L. White, Gov. A. B. 








Ohio. 
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C. M. Conrad, P. W. Farrow, Dr. Brashier, G. M. 
Long, R. H. Haile, J. P. Watson, S. M. Routh, E. 
D. Olcott, Wm. Taylor, W. H. Sparks, Edwards J. 
Phillips, G. W. Warfield, John B. Carr, James E. 
Heron, Alexander Baggett. 

Mississippi. Thos. S. Dabney, of Hinds, J. J. 
Hughes, of Yazot, James Dupree, of Hinds, Thos. 
P. Falconer, of Clark; Joseph Regan, of Claibone, R. 
KE. Hammed, of Warren, Samuel Yerger, of Hinds, 
Jobn M. Chilton of Warren, T. Jones Steward, of 
Amite, M. M. Hester, of Wilkinson, W. R. Hawley, 


of Marshall, C. C. Shackleford of Madison, ‘Thomas | 


Cogwood, of Munroe, E. 8. McGhee, of Lafayette, 
J. B. Warner, of Jefferson, R. H. Brown, J.B. 








ETE. 








On being conducted to the clair by Messrs. Ard 
cher and Johnson. 

Mr. Spencer rose and addressed the convention, 
expressing his sense of honor that had been conferred 
upon him; and reviewed the state of parties in the 
country. 

Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, then rose and made an ad- 
dress to the convention, in which he stated ihat the 
voice of the whig party of the country was so deci- 
dedly in favor of a certain individual for the presi- 
| dency that it would be unnecessary to go through the 
usual forms of a nomination. He then offered a re- 
solution declaring 

HENRY CLAY, or KENTUCKY, 





Robb, of Lownds, William R. Douglass, of Warren, | to be unanimously chosen as the whig candidate for 


Gen. Polk, of Marshall, Robert Hughes, of Hinds, 
Col. A. L. Bingaman, of Adams, Dr. Jos. Hall, of De 
Soto, E. Downing of Lounds, Wm. C. Smedes of 
Warren, Jas. L. Hodge of Wilkinson. 

Missouri. Geo. C. Sibley; Jas. &. Rollins, Chas. 
R. Morehead, T. T. Ewing, ‘T. Morsely, Jr. C. Cox, 
Robt. A. Ewing. 

filinois. Geo. T. M. Davis, L. B. Knowlton, sen- 
atorjal; Cyrus Edwards, Wm. H. Davidson, T. T. B. 


I’. McNeil. 
Alabama. Arthur F. Hopkins, Harry J. Thornton, 
Ist. C. C. Landon, F. S. Blount, R. V. Montague, 2d. 


John S. Hunter, Damel EK. Watron, Jas. Binney, 4th. 
John Bonner, Robert Jemishn, Jonathan Bliss, 5th. 
Levi Todd, &. C. Musgrove, John M. Swoope, 6th. 
Nelson Robinson, J. T. 
Alexander Erskine, Robert Feam, 7th. &. Heydefetd 
Wm. J. Maclin, Wm. P. Chilton. 

Michigan. H. Chipman, C. K. Green, M. Eacker, 
KE. B. Bosdwick, B. W. Wisener. 

Arkansas. 
John Preston, Jr.; Sth dist. Michael Saul, Thomas C 


Whiteside, J. H. Jones; 6th Walter Coleman, D. M. | 
Leatherman, A. M. Roseborough; 7th W. T. J. Burns, | 


Thompson Anderson, Simeon Venable; 8th John J. 
White, Joseph Miller, Geo. W. Martin; 9th W. W. 
Pepper, E. H. Foster, Jr., H. H. Marable. 

Mr. Reverpvy Jounson then announced that the 
committee of two members from each state, appoint- 
ed to report officers to preside over the deliberations 
of the convention and the order of business, would 


now through their chairman, make a report—where- | 


upon 
Mr. Huntingdon, of Connecticut, rose and stated 


| that according to the usage in such cases, the commit- 


tee recommend that there be a temporary preliminary 
organization of the convention, and for that purpose 
‘they propose for President, 

Hon. Arruur 8S. Hopkins, of Alabama. 

Mr. Johnson then submitted a motion, that the de 
liberations of the convention, be opened by prayer by 
the Rev. Mr. Johns who wasthen present. The 
motion was agreed to, and Mr. Johns addressed the 


| throne of grace ina highly appropriate and eloquent 


manner. ‘The president pro. tem. taen announced the 


following gentlemen as the officers of the convention: | 


President, 

Hon. AMBRGOSE SPENCER, of New York. 

Vice Presidents, 
WM. G. CROSBY, Maine. 
ICHABOD GOODWIN, New Hampshire. 
LEVERET SALTONSTALL, Massachusetts. 
SAML. F. MANN, Rhode Island. 
Gov. PAINE, Vermont. 
Gov. ELLSWORTH, Cannecticut. 
JOHN B. AYCRIGG, New Jersey. 
JOHN. THOMPSON, Delaware, 
J. M.STROHM, Penasylvania. 
Gov. SAMIL. SPRIGG, Maryland. 
BENJAMIN WATKINS LEIGH, Virginia. 
RICHARD HINES, Nerth Carolina. 
JOHN 8S. PRESTON, South Carolina, 
W.C. DAWSON, Georgia. 
Gov. THOS. METCALF, Kentucky. 
WILLIAM MARTIN, ‘Tennessee. 
JACOB BURNETT, Ohio. 
SAMUEL HALLE, Indiana. 
HENRY JOHNSON, Louisiana. 
ROBERT A. EWING, Missouri. 
SILAS EDWARDS, Illinois. 
H. J. THORNTON, Alabama. 
H. CHIPMAN, Michigan. 
JOHN W. WALKER, Arkansas. 
ERASTUS ROOT, New York. 

Secretaries, 

ISAAC MUNROKR, Maryland. 
C, C. NORVELL, Tennessee. 
G. MASON GRAHAM, Louisiana. 
E. J. HAILE, North Carolina, 





> P f i. in 
Roman, Hon. Thomas W. Chinn, Hon. John Moore, | 


Gen. Feiix Hardin, James Morgan, John L. Sheate, 
Th. Pugh, J. Mountfort, J. F. Pepin, G. Mason Gra- 
ham, J. B. Morean, E. E. Kettridge, A. Pilie, Hon. 


KR KE. HORNER. New Jersey. 
| NOAH SMITH Maine. 


jradford, Samuel Peede, | 


>, he had in his hands a letter from Mr. 


James H. Waiker, Charles Stewart, | 


\the presidency of the United States, and that he be 
'recommended to the people as such. 


| The resolution was adopted by acclamation, and 
| Was accompanied by a great muny rounds of ap- 
iplause. ‘The cheering and bravos were continued 
for a great length of time. 

A motion was made that a committee be appoin- 
'ted to wait on Mr. Cray and inform him of his nomi- 
nation, which was adopted. The following gentle- 


tobertson, | Stapp, A. A. Fisher, M.G, Wilcox, &. B. Washburn, | men compose the committee: 


| Messrs. Berrien, of Georgia, Barnett, of Ohio, 


| 
'Archer, of Virginia, Lawrence, of Massachusetts, 
Erastus Root, of New York. 
Mr. Stout of N.Y. proposed, as an amendment, 
“and that he be requested to appear to-morrow, in this 
city, befor the countless thousands who would then 
_be assembled to ratify the nomination.” 
Mr. Johnson said, in reference to this motion, that 
Cray ,whiich, if 
| he was allowed to read, he flattered himself that no 
‘gentleman would urge any ilimportunilty on the sub- 
| ject refered to. 
Mr. Stout consented to withdraw the motion; and 
/on his motion the letter was read as follows: 
Washington, 2pril 29, 1844, 
My Dean Sir: I cannot reconcile it to my scnse 
of delioacy and propriety, to attend either of the 
_whig conventions this week in Baltimore. Such is my 
deliberate judgment. IT hope my friends will acquis 
esce in my determination, and not urge me to revoke 
it, which | cannot do. 
Yours respectfully, 
To fh. Jounson, Esq., Baltimore. 
[Cheering and cries of “that’s right; just like him.”] 
Mr. Bronson, of Maine, read a letter from the Hon. 
George Evans, declining a nomination as vice presi- 
dent, to which the writer added that he would have 
expressed this determination at an earlier period 
| could lic have done so without subjecting himself to 
the imputation of vanity. Mr. B. said that the dele- 
gation from Maine, though it would have given them 
pride and pleasure to have the nameof Mr. Evans 
presented to the convention, had unanimo isly, though 
| reluctantly, consented to withdraw it, in the hope 
that thereby the harmonious action of tue convention 
inight be promoted. {Appiause.} 
Ordered, That the letter be inserted on the journal. 
Mr. R. Johnson stated that a letter had been receiv- 
ed from John M. Clayton, esq., which on motion was 
‘read by Mr. Ridgely, of Del. Its design was to ex- 
| plain Mr. Clayton’s position in regard to a nomina- 
‘tion as vice president. Such a nomination he had 
‘never sought, and had once before publicly declined. 
| Since doing so, a convention of his own state had 
| again placed his name in nomination. [le begs not 
to be misunderstood, and requests that his name may 
be instantly withdrawn on discovering thata general 


H. CLAY. 


expression of agreement to its adoption was not 
manifested: pledging himself in the most frank and 
‘honorable manner to give his hearty support to 
lany other nomination that may be agreed on. Uni- 
'on was above all things so important that he prayed 
| his name might not stand in the way for one mo- 
ment. : as 

U nder the instructions thus received, Mr. Ridgely, 
| however reluctantly, felt bound for himself and his 
| associates, to withdraw Mr. Clayton’s name. 
Mr.. McKennan, of Penn., oflered a resolution ex- 
| pressing the high estimation in which the convention 
hold the characters of the two gentlomen whose letters 
had just been read, and their patriotic sacrifices in 
favor of the whig cause. 

Mr. McKennan thoug!it it due to the gentlemen 


+4 


| 
| 
| 
\ 
| 








who had acted ina mauner so truly magnanimous 
d praiseworthy that the sentiments of the conven- 
ion in regard to the course they had pursued should 
be here publicly expressed. He therefore offered a 
resolution that the convention hold in high estima- 
tion the character of Mr. Evans and Mr. Clayton 
| fur their services to the whig party, and highly ap- 
| probate the pure and disinterested course they had 
pursued: and that both the letters be entered at 


an 
t 


| 
| 
| 
| 





| Which nommatious were concurred in by the con-| length upon the journal. 


| yentton. 


| ‘The resolution was agreed to, 
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Mr. R. Johnson then presented a letter from judge 
McLean, of Ohno, also declining a nomination. He 
had probably stated to his friends the reasons which 
governed him: ,he now declared that he could not 
consent that his name should be put in nomination; 
but requested that his determination should not be 
mentioned unless it became necessary. He conclud- 
ed with expressing his joy at the political prospects 
of Mr. Cray. (Cheers.) 

A discussion now arose as to the manner of choos- 
ing a vice president: some contending that each de- 
Jegation ought to choose its own candidate; and, 
when so chosen, that the choice should be stated to 
the convention, and whoever had the greatest num- 
ber of votes should be considered as having received 
the nomination of the body: others objected to this 
as in substance the genera! ticket system, and con- 
tended that its operation might be to give the nomi- 
nation toone who was not the choice of the whigs 
of the Union generally. In this discussion, which 
occupied the convention for a considerable time, a 
number of the members took part. It ended in the 
withdrawing of allother plans and the adoption of 
the following: the roll was called in order; and, as 
the name of each delegate was called oul by one 
of the secretaries, he voted, viva voce, for the candi- 
date he preferred. 

Before going into the choice— 

Mr. Spencer, of New York, nominated Millard 
Filimore, of New York; Mr. Storer, of Ohio, named 
John Davis, of Massachusetts; Mr. Green, of New 
Jersey, named Theodore Frelinghuysen, of New Jer- 
sey; and Mr. Chambers, of Pennsylvania, named 
John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania. 

The result of the first vete taken was as follows: 





ee 





ee — 


DORE FREeLINGHUYSEN. He was a man above all re-| ther who, with Washington, on the fields of Trentoy 
proach, and had the confidence of all the people. | and of Monmouth, perilled life in the contest for li. 
Mr. Taul, of Tennessee, said, as an old man, he, berty, and afterwards, as a senator of the United 
must say to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr.! States,acted with Washington in establishing ani 
McKennan,) that though he might not be a wiser| perpetuating that liberty, Tuzopore Freeincnvy- 
man than the nominee, he was at least as good’a seN, by his course as Attorney General of the state 
man. _of New Jersey for twelve years, and subsequently a5 
Mr. Little, of Maine, spoke for his state, and said a senator of the United States for several years, was 
that, though a doubtful one, her motto was, ‘‘we’ll always strenuous on the side of law, order, and {ho 
try.” | constitution, while as a private man, his head, })js 
Mr. Crosby, of Maine, would not admit that Maine | hand, and his heart have been given without stint to 
was a doubtful state. She was not so in 1840. She; the cause of morals, education, philanthropy, and re. 
would not beso in 1844. ligron. 
. Mr. Green, of New Jersey, spoke earnestly and; Governor Metcalfe, of Kentucky, then spoke for 
eloquently of the learning, wisdom, piety, and pa-| Henry Cray and Kentucky, and the whigs of te 
triotism of Turopore Fre.incnuysen. New Jersey Unicon, ma speech full of humor and good sense. 
had nominated him less than three months since.— | The contrast drawn between him and Mr. Vay By. 





She had done so from no state pride, but because she | ren made the welkin ring, while the bonds of Union, 
/knew him well—knew him as a man of high and) which should keep the states together were pictured 
lofty character, a man upon whose name there was) forth in a manner which touched al] hearts. The 
no stain—upon whose escutcheon there was no dis-| states, he said, would lock atms for Henry Cray, 
| honor. When the timid’stood still and the zealous | and Henry Ciay had an arm and a heart that could 
grew cold, and Henry Cray was assailed on all) reach all of them. , 
hands, Mr. Frelinghuysen had stood by him and | Mr. Berrien, of Georgia, who had been called out 
/never deserted him. | many times, reluctantly rose, because unwilling to 

His father was always a firm, decided, and unwa-| detain those around him. Mr. B. said he evuld cor- 
| Vering patriot—a soldier of the revolution—a brave | dially thank his Creator for the work which had been 
and patriotic citizen. New Jersey envied New this day done. 1 can say (said Mr. B.) I have lived 
|York that her favorite citizen now resided there,! long enough when I have seen an assembly so en. 

‘but New Jersey would relinquish the honor, if New| lightened, so determined, and so patriotic as this.— 
| York would honor him, whom to honor would prove | His heart swelled with gratitude to the Giver of all 
an honor to herself. This was the first time that | good for the scene around him. Mr. B. spoke feel- 
|New Jersey had ever offered a man for the suffrages | ingly of the Union and of the nominations made, 
of the people, and New Jersey would be grateful to! and he trusted that the approving voice of this con- 
this Convention for its choice, and would stamp the} vention would be sanctioned by the approving voice 
of Heaven. 

Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, proposed thie 
claring Mr. F. to be unanimously nominated as the) thanks of the convention for the elegant hospitality 
candidate for the office of vice president, and the re-| provided by the citizens of Baltimore to its members. 


Total number of votes given 275 “Broad Seal” of the state in its favor. 

Necessary to a chvice 133 The question was then taken on the resolution de- 
Of which— 
John Sergeant 38 
Millard Fillmore 53 solution was unanimously adopted amidst loud and 
John Davis 83 


repeated cheers. 
Whereupon the following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed to inform Mr. F. of his nomination. 


Theodore Frelinghuysen 101 No choice. 
The second vote resulted as follows: 





John Sergeant 32 Governor Ellsworth, of Connecticut, Henry W. 
Millard Fillmore o7 Green, of New Jersey, William B. Reed, of Penn. 
Jolin Davis 74 


Gov. Metcalfe, of Kentucky, and Samuel F. Man, of 
Theodore Frelinghuysen 118 No choce. | Rhode Island. 


The name of John Sergeant was now withdrawn,| Mr. Lumpkin, of Georgia, said he was not with- 
and the convention proceeded to a third vote. |out some superstitious credulity on this occasion.— 
The third vote resulted as follows: He believed there was sometimes virtue in aname. 


Joho Davis 76 | THeopore!” “the gift of God to man.” So the peo- 
Millard Fillmore 40 | ple would take it, and so he believed it would prove 
Theodore Frelinghuysen 155 ‘to be. He then went into a brief and beautiful 


Whereupon the president of the convention an- 
nouned that ‘THeopore FReLINGHUYSEN, having re- 
ceived a majority of all the votes given, was the can- | ed for all the Union. 
didate of the convention lor the office of vice presi- 
dent of the United States. 

‘This annunciation of the preferance of a majority 
of the members of the convention, as indicated by 
this vote, was received with loud and reiterated | 
cheermg; which having subsided— 


Ir. Burnett, of Ohio, offered lowing reso- | é; 
ir. Burnett, of Ohio, the following: t _Jacksonism she had never bowed the knee to Baal, 


lution: de 

1: row, and her Whig people had recently swept the State 
solved, That [ODORE FRELINGHUYS f New |° 5 : 

Resolved, That Turon eee eet we from centre to the circumference. 


ae ” See aed mene «yrds eget cron following resolutions, which he deemed appropriate 
PresiGent OF tae Lmits aves ane Mak he be Pre to the principles of the Whig party and the candi- 
sented to tiie American people for that oftice. | dates this day nominated by them: 

Mr. Lawrence, of Massachusetts, rose and hearti- Resolved, ‘That, in presenting to the country the 
ly responded to this resolution. He had voted for! names of Hexry Cray for president, and of Tuzopore 


‘lowing resolution: 


Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, rose, and in refer- 


John Davis; and he and his friends had so continued | EF RELINGHUYSEN for vice president of the United! 


States, this Convention is actuated by the conviction 


lo vote once, twice, and thrice, until they were fair- | 
Jy and honorably beaten. For myself, (said Mr. L.)) | that all the great principles of the Whig party— 


for Massachusetts, and J think for all New England, | principles inseparable from the public. honor and 
[yes! yes! yes! was responded from all quarters.) I) prosperity—will be maintained and advanced by 
can say that the nomination of Tneopore FrRetine-! these candidates. f 
HUYSEN will meet our hearty support. Resolved, That these principles may be summed up 

Erastus Root, of New York, who voted for Mr. | as comprising, a well regulated national currency; a 
Fillmore, announced that the nomination met his ; ‘ 


tariff or revenue to defray the necessary expenses of 
hearty concurrence, and he believed that the people 


' ‘the government, and discriminating with special re- 
of New York would be as unanimous for it now as | ference to the protection of the domestic labor of the 
he was. country; the distribution of the proceeds of the sales 
Mr. McKennan, of Pennsylvania, whose name had | of public lands; a single term for the presidency; a 
been mentioned for vice president, said that he re-|reform of executive usurpations:—and, generally— 
joiced with respect to himself that the nomination | such an administration of the affairs of the country 
had fallen upon a greater and better man—a man |as shall impart to every branch of the public service 
whose reputation could not be assailed even by such |the greatest practicable efficiency, controlled by a 
a mau as Amos Kendall. The Pennsylvania delega- | well regulated and wise economy. 
tion, with all their hearts and souls, would go with Resolved, That the name of Henry Cay needs no 
the nomination of Mr. Frevincuvuysen. eulogy; the history of the country since his first ap- 
Alfred Kelley, of Ohio, said that his state had no-| pearance in public life is his history; its brightest 
minated John Davis, because she had brought him| pages of prosperity and success are identified with 
into the field, and because she could not honorably | the principles which he has upheld, as its darkest 
desert so honorable a man. But she had been fairly | and more disastrous pages are with every material 
overcome in convention, and no state would support | departure in our public policy from those principles. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN with more unanimity than the Resc lved, That in Tweopore FRELINGHUYSEN We 
state ot Oto. present aman pledged alike by his revolutionary an- 
Mr. Etisworth, of Connecticut, who had voted for | cestry and his own public course to every measure cal- 
John Davis through all the ballotings, said he should, | culated to sustain the honor and interest o {the country. 
as would the people of Connecticut, vote for Tuxo- | Inheriting the principles as well as the name of a fa- 





He moved the! 


\ 











ispeech, which was warmly received by all the list-) convention. 
eners on account of the generous feeling it expre-s-! delegates appointed without restriction of numbers, 
Ie concluded with the fol-| by the whigs of the Union, assembled at the city of 


| 
| 


| 
| 


The resolution was unanimously agreed to. 

A resolution of thanks to the officers of the con- 
vention was also unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Stanly, of North Carolina, having been called 
for, answered ina few but happy remarks for old 
Rip Van Winkle. 

Mr. Leigh, of Virginia, could not get off without 
saying afew words for the “Old Dominion.” He 
spoke encouragingly of the state he came from, and 
amusingly of Joun Tyer. 

After which the convention adjourned sine die. 





WHIG RATIFICATION CONVENTION. 
THE YOUNG MEN’S WHIG NATIONAL RATIFICATION 
A grand naticnal MAss CONVENTION, of 


Baltimore on Thursday, the second of May 1844, for 


| Resolved, That the Nation be requested to meet on| the purpose of ratiryine the nomination made by the 
the 3d of July next, in State Convention, in all the | regular National Convention, held at the same place 
States of the Union, to respond to the nomination. | the day before. 


Preparations were made upon a broad scale and 


; _measures take , > assemblage imposing. 
ence to that State said that since the days of Measures taken to render the assem ylage imy if 


A splendid spanner was provided by the whigs cf 
Maryland, to be awarded to the state that should 
parade the largest delegation at the convention, ac- 
cording to a scale of comparative population and dis- 


tance from the city of Baltimore—which we subjoin. 


For some weeks past we have had from all direc- 
tions notes of preparation, evincing that there would 
be a spirited contest for the banner prize. A sound 
came as that of the gathering together of the elite of 
the tribes of a vast republic, coming up towards the 
capitol, for the purpose of naming, so far as their 
voices could tell, one from amongst the people, who, 
fur a time, should be CHIEF OF THE NAT'ON. 

The morning was of delightful temperature.— 
Friendly clouds protected the ranks from the rays of 
the sun. Before the parade commenced a brisk south- 
erly wind threatened a dusty day, but just at the hour 
of starting it subsided inte an agreeable light breeze, 
witha mere sprinkling of rain occasionally. In the 
afternocn a shower. 

The procession was formed into platoons of from 
eight to ten each, marching in tolerably close order, 
and occupied an hour and a half in passing, at com- 
mon time. ‘The display of banners, &c. was superb. 

The bustle of the momenf, far from having sub- 
sided, compels us to resort to the pages of a cotem- 
porary, fora glimpse of the preliminaries. A cor- 
respondent of the National Intelligencer wrote on 
Tuesday evening, the 30ih: “You can hardly figure 
to yourself, however filled your mind may just now 
be with throngs and pomps, and processions, a scene 
more animated than that which this town presents. 
I have always looked on Baltimore as a well lodged 
city, and though with less elbow-room out of doors 
than our good Washington enjoys, yet decidedly pos- 
sessing quite space enough to turn roundin. At 
present ail that has ceased; the city is beeome a per- 
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casting out) buzzing multitudes from many another 


apiary. Busy as bees every body seems; but yet, 
strange to say, they all do nothing. The streets over- 





‘say, the per centage upon the delegation from Dela- 
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gates from Delaware, after taking into consideration | 
their relative population and distance—that isto 





flow to the very suburbs; each square has its throng; | ware. A 
the hotels are so jammed with crowds that the be- a - ee =) = 
wildered bar-keepers stand aghast, and “coming, sir!”’ +> 8 25 252 OES 
i 1 waiters. A oR om 8 509 Ba 2 SSE, 
is all that one hears of the confounded ws ors. . SE 8s8 2s $35 
sudden populousness has invaded even those limitary 3S i = "383 3 e ey 
rezions of out-house, and garret, and cellar, in which o a ee ae e So 
rats alone were used to hold thetr courts, and those ome 3 S s £5 98s 
trembling denizens shrink within their interior holes, FS} oS = o Sas 
not without an additional foreboding of the fates of ibe a a Gm re 
Arg ones vk : os z = ° 
certain kindred politicians, y . ¥e e 3 = ° 
On a!l sides we hear of additional numbers. Steam Se Be ee 
itself halts with its loads, and the panting engines mile. per ct. per ct. per et. 
seem out of breath. Virginia has disembogued dele- | Delaware, 5967 80 100 100 100 
gations through her hundred rivers; the fair lakes | Maine, 46.612 555 781 14.41 112) 
have poured tn their tribute; father Hudson and the 'N. Hampshire, 26.153 441 438 18.01 79 
lordly Delaware have emptied the wave of their Vermont, 92440 476 544 16.81 91. 
opulation; and it 1s understood that Susquehanna 1s | Massachusetts, 72,874 400 1221 90.00 244 
rushing hither in ark and keel boat, scow, flat-bot- | Rhode Island, 260 99 92 | 
tom, canoe, raft, and every thing that floats.* | Connecticut, 31.601 2996 539 27.02 143, 
So much for what painters call the still life; but} New York, 995.817 330 3784 24.24 9.17 | 
to quit description and come to character. |New Jersey, 33.351 196 559 63.49 955, 
It has been my fortune to-day to see a wonderful | Pennsylvania, 144.021 70 2414 114,29 2759. 
gleam of good and honest faces, as of mer who fel. | Virginia, 42.501 157 712 5095 323 
that they had come upon a good work, a mission of | N. Carolina, 46.376 328 777 24.39 189 
public comfort, an embassy of joy to the whole land. S. Carolina, 545 14.45 | 
] have never looked upon an erecter set. They Georgia, 40,261 688 675 1163 73 | 
look firm, confident, free, like men who feel that) Alabama, 98471 853 477 9 39 44. 
they and the country are avout to be enlarged.— | Mississippi, 19.518 1050 327 71,62 25 
Cheerfulness, hope, good-will, breathes upon every Louisiana, 11.296 1212 189 6.60 12 
countenance, and makes something wonderfully Arkansas, 5.160 1032 8§ 1,75 7 
leasant to behold. | Missouri, 92'972 903 385 8'86 34 
[ have been greatly struck with the amount of re” | Tennessee, 60.391 651 1012 1227 124 | 
utation and talent that will be gathered together, | Kentucky, 53.489 509 980 15.71 154. 
A stronger and a higher bady of men, in character Ohio, 148.157 360 2493 2299 552 
public services, station, and ail that bespeaks interest Indiana, 65.302 538 1094 14.87 163 
and confidence, has never yet been seen assembled. Iinois, 45.537 748 763 10.70 82 
Meantime, the matter wants not its usual, perhaps Michigan, 22.933 491 384 16,29 63. 


inseparable, accompaniment of electioneering; and I | 
have been diverted to see the effort they are making. 
As if to make amends for the modesty of having but 
one candidate for the first honor, almost every body 
aspires to the second. These, however, are but tne 
personal, the individual aspirations that were to be 
expected; and they will be checked, kept under, by | 
the exemption of the body from sucha feeling to- 
wards any one person, and the calm councils of a) 
mul itude of sober men, all feeling that the country, | 
after its late experience, will look for a man of the | 
very highest sort for even the secondary office, and 


will expeet as vice president no man short of one) 
highly fit for the presidency.” 

The period of the week on which the procession | 
took place, found our columns so filled with articles | 
of great public interest—such as the annexation | 


treaty— Mr. Clay’s letter, and Mr. Van Buren’s letter, = 


on the subjectof that treaty, &c., that sufficient room 
was not leit in this number for anything like a satis- | 
factory account of the grand procession and display | 
upon the oceasion. We are competled, therefore, to | 
content ourselves with inserting a full account of the 


‘‘To enable them to obtain an accurate report of, 
the number of delegates in attendance from each | 


State, the committee request that each delegation | 


should form a distinct organization as early as prac- 
ticable after their arrival in Baltimore. 

», Arrangements, to facilitate the procuring an accu- 
rate return will be made by the committee, and an- 
nounced in due time. 

Levi Fahnestock, 
James Grives, 
John A. Robb, 
Isaac G. Roberts, 
C. C. Egerton, Jr. 
Wm. R. Jones, J. C. Blackburn, 
John B. Mathiout, Robert M. Proud, 
Baltimore, 2lst March, 1844.” 


Benj. C. Ross, 
Edward V. Ward, 
Chas. R. Hardesty, 
Wm. 8S. Browning, 
Alfred L. Moore, 








THE TEXAS TREATY. 








Notwithstanding the injunctions of secrecy and the 
ulmost precaution used by the printer to the senate, 


proceedings of the regular National Conventron—and ; by himself personally superintending, and having 


to leave that of the ratification convention to occupy 
Our next, + 
PRIZE BANNER. 

Tug Nationa, Prize Banner, was won by the 
gallant little state of Delaware, which paraded 992 
deiegates in the ranks. Pennsylvania had the great- | 
est number of delegates—say 2,700; Virginia next, | 
1,243; New Jersey 433; New York 400, Massachu- 
seits 355; Vermont 155; Ohio 137, &c. ‘The count was | 
made before the detachments joined the general pro- | 
cession, and when thousands that were in the city had , 
not joined their several detachments, knowing that | 
the states they severally represented would not be 
likely to take the banner. 

The following is the programme of the committee 
as published some weeks since according to which 
the banner was awarded. 

‘Adopting this method of calculation, the commit- 
tee have prepared the following table for their go- 
vernment in making the award. 

The first column gives the whig population as test- 
ed by the vote of 1840. 

The s cond column gives the distance from Balti: 
more to the capital of each state. 

The third column gives the proportion which the 
Whig population of each state bears to that of Dela- 
ware. 

‘The fourth column gives the proportion which the 
distance from Delaware bears to that from each 
other state. 

The fifth column gives the number of delegates 
from each state required to equal one hundred dele- 


UU 








* This was written two days befure the mcetiag of the 
mass convention, and of course, befure one-third of 
thuse who attended it, had reached the city. 

(Ed, Register. 


| THE TREATY. 


From the New York Evening Post. 


ouly copies enough 


| . . . . 
was issued having in it not only the treaty, but also 


the president’s message, and documents which ac- 
companied it, to the senate. As there is no doubt of 
the authenticity of these papers, we hesitate not to 
lay the treaty before our readers—and alsoa sy 
nopsis of the accompanying documents. 


| ‘The members of the senate were justly indignant 
at the violation of confidence and have determined to | 


probe the matter. 


IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, APRIL 22, 1844. 

| [Read the first and second times, referred to the committee 
on foreign relations, and ordered lo be printed in confi- 
dence for the use of the senate.] 

A treaty of annexation concluded between the 
United States of America and the republic of Texas, 
at Washington, the twelfth of April, 1844. 

The people of Texas having, at the time of adopt- 
ing the constitution, expressed, by an almost unani- 
mous vote, their desire to be incorporated into the 
Union of the United States and being still desirous of 
the same with equal unanimity, in order to provide 
more effectually for their security and prosperity; 
and the United States, actuated solely by the desire 
to add to their own security and prosperity, and to 
meet the wishes of the government and people of 
iexas, have determined to accomplish, by treaty, 
objects so important to their mutual and permanent 
wellare. 

For that purpose the president of the United States 
has given full powers to John C. Calhoun secretary 








of the state of the United States, and the president 
of the republic of Texas has appointed, with like 
powers, Isaac Van Zandt and J. Pinckney Hender- 
son, citizens of the said republic, and the said plen- 
ipotentiaries, after exchanging their full powers, have 
agreed on and concluded the followin articles:— 
Arr. I. The Republic of Texas, acting in confor- 
mity with the wishes of the people and every depart- 
ment of its government, cedes to the United States 
all its territories, to be held by them in full proper- 
ty and sovereignty, and to be annexed to the said 
United States as one of their territories, subject to 
the same constitutional provisions with their other 
territories. This cession including all public lots 
and squares, vacant lands; mines, minerals, salt lakes 


and springs, public edifices, fortications, barracks, 
ports and harbors, navy and navy yards, docks, ma- 


gazines, arms, armaments and accoutrements, archi. 
ves and publi: funds, debts, taxes and dues unpaid at 
the time of the exchange of the ratifications of the 
treaty. 

Arr. If, The citizens of Texas shall be incorporat- 
ed into the Union of the United States, maintained 
and proteeted inthe free enjoyment of their liberty 
and property, and admitted, as soon as may be con- 
sistent with the principles of the federal constitution 
to the enjoyment of all the rights, privileges, and 
immunities of citizens of the United States. 

Arr. Ul. All titles and claims to rea! estate, which 
are valid under the laws of Texas, shall be held to 
be so by the United States; and measures shall be 
adopted for the speedy adjudication of all unsettled 
clams to Jand, and patents shall be granted to those 
found to be valid. 

Arr. 1V. ‘The public lands hereby ceded shall be 
subject to the Jaws regulating the public lands in the 
other territories of the United States, as far as may 
be applicable; subject, however, to such alterations 
and changes as congress may from time to time think 
proper to make. It is understood between the par- 
ties, that, if in consequence of the mode in which 
lands have been surveyed in Texas, or from previous 
grants or Jocations, the sixteenth section cannot be ap- 
plied for the purpose of education, congress shall make 
equal provision by grant of land elsewhere. And it 
is also further understood, that, hereafter, the books 
papers, and documents of the gereral land office of 
‘Texas shall he deposited and kept at such place in 
Texas as the congress of the United States shall 
direct. 

Art. Y. ‘The United States assume and agree to 
pay the public debt and liabilities of Texas, however 
created, for which the faith or credit of her govern- 
ment may be bound at the timeof the exchange of 
the ratifications of this treaty; which debts and lia- 
bilities are estimated not to exceed in the whole, ten 
millions of dollars, to be ascertained and paid in the 


manner hereinafter stated. 


The payment of the sum of three hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars shall be made at the treasury of the 
United States, within ninety days after the exchange 
of the ratifications of this treaty, as follows: Two 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars to Frederick Daw- 


son, of Baltimore, or his executors, on delivery of 
taken to supply one to each| that amount of ten per cent bonds of Texas; one hun- 
‘senator, the New York Evening Post of Saturday last | dred thousand dollars, ifso much be required, in the 
‘redemption of the exchequer bulls which may be in 
circulation at the time of the exchange of the ratifi- 


cations of this treaty. For the payment of the re- 


| mainder of the aebts and liabilities of Texas, which, 

| together with the amount already specified shall not 

/exceed ten millions of dollars, the public lands herein 

“| ceded, and the nett revenue from the same, are here- 
| by pledged. é, 


Arr. VI. In order to ascertain the full amount of 
the debts and bliabilities herein assumed, and the legal- 
ity and validity thereof, four commissioners shall be 
appointed by the president of the United States by 
and with the advice and consent of the senate, who 
shall meet at Washington, Texas, within the period 
of six months after the exchange of the ralifications 
of this treaty, and may continue in session not exceed- 
ing twelve inonths, unless the congress of the United 
States should prolong the time. ‘They shall take an 
oath forthe faithful discharge of their duties, aud that 
they are not directly or indirectly interested in said 
claims at the time and will not be during their con- 
tinuance in office; and the said oath shall be recorded 
with their proceedings. In case of the death, sick- 
ness, or resignation of any of the commissioners, his 
or their place or places may be supplied by the ap- 
pointment as aforesaid, or by the president of the 
United States, during the recess of the senate. They, 
or a majority of them, shall, be authorised, under 
such regulations as the congress of the United States 
may prescribe, to hear, examine, and decide on all 
questions touching the legaliity and validity of said 
claims, and shall; when a claim is allowed, issue q 
ceriilicate to the eleimant, stating the amount, dige 
| tinguishing principle {rom interest, 
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The certificates so issued shall be numbered and 
entry made of the number, the name of the person to 
whom issued, and the amount, in a book to be kept 
for that purpose. ‘They shall transmit the records 
of their proceedings and the book in which the certi- 
ficates are entered, with the vouchers and documents | 
produced before thein, relative to the claims allow-| 
ed or rejected, to the treasury department of the 
United States, to be deposited therein; and the secre- 
tary of the treasury shall as soon as practicable 
after the receipt of the same, ascertain the aggre- 
gate amount of all the debts and liabilities allowed; 
and if the same, when added to the amount to 
be paid to Frederick Dawson and the sum which 
may be paid in the redemption of the exchequer 
bills, shall not exceed ithe estimated sum of twelve, 
millions of dollars, he shall, on the presentation of a 
certificate of the commissioners, issue for the option 
of the holder, a new certificate at the amount, dis- 
tinguishing principal a interest, and fiayable to 
him or order, out of the net proceeds of the public 
lands, hereby ceded, or stock of the U. States, for the 
amount allowed, including principal and interest, 
and bearing an interest of three per cent. per annum 
from the date thereof; which stock, in addition to 
being made payable out of the net proceeds of the 
public lands hereby ceded, shall also be receivable 
in payment for the same. In case the amount of 
debt and liabilities allowed, with the sums aforesaid 
to be paid to Frederick Dawson, and which may be 
paid in the redemption of the exchequer bills, shall | 
exceed the said sum of ten millions of dollars, the said | 
secretary, before issuing anew certificate, or stock | ing and important. 
as the case may be, shall make ineachease such pro-}| Such are someof the many advantages which 
portionabie and rateable reduction on its amount as | will accrue to the eastern and middle states by the 
to reduce the aggregate to the sum of ten millions of | 
dollars, and he shall have power to make all needful! which it is impossible to estimate with accuracy or 
rules and reguiaiions necessary to carry into effect; properly appreciate. Texas being adapted to the 

he powers hereby vested in him. culture of cotton, sugar, and rice, and devoting 
Ant. VII. Until further provision shall be made,! most of her energies to the raising of these produc- 
the laws ef Texas, as now existing, shall remain in) trons, will open an extersive markel to the western 
force, and all executive and judicial oflteers of Texas, | states, in the important articles of beef, pork, horses, 
except the president, vice president, heads of depart-| mules, &c., as well as in breadstuffs. At the same 
ments, shall retain their offices, with all power and! time, the southern and southwestern states will find, 
authority appertaining thereto, and the courts of jus-|in the fact of annexation, protection and security 
tice shall remain in all respects as now established and | to their peace and tranquility, as well against all do- 
organized. mestic as foreign efforts to disturp them; thus con- 

Ant. VIII. Immediately after the exchange of the | secrating anew the union of the states, and holding 
ratifications of this treaty, the president of the United | out the promise of its perpetual duration. 

States, by and with the advice and consent of the | Thus, at the same time that the tide of public 
senate, shall appoint a commissioner, who shall pro-| prosperity is greatly swollen, an appeal, of what ap- 
ceed to Texas and receive the transferof the terri-| pears tothe executive to be of an imposing, if not 
tory thereof, and all the archives and public proper-/| of a resistless character, is made to the interests of 
ty, and other things herein conveyed, in the name of|eyvery portion of the country. Agriculture, which 
the United States. He shall exercise all execu-| would have a new and extensive market opened for 
tive authority in said territory necessary to the | its produce;commerce, whose ships would be freight- 
proper exccution of the Jaws, until otherwise provided. | ed with the rich productions of an extensive and 

Arr, 1X. The present treaty shall be ratified by | fertile region: and the mechanical arts, 1 all their 
the contracting parties, and the ratifieations exchang- | Various ramifications, would seem to unite in one 
ed at the city of Washington, in six months from the | Universal demand for the ratification of the treaty, 
date hereof, or sooner if possible. But important as these considerations may ap- 

In witness whereof, we the undersigned, plenipo-| pear, they ure to be regarded as but secondary to 
tentiaries of the United States of America and of the| others. ‘Texas, for reasons deemed sufficient by 
Republic of ‘Texas, have signed by virtue of our pow- | herself, threw off her dependence on Mexico, as far 
ers, the present treaty of annexation, and have here-! back as 1836, and consummated her independence 
unto affixed our seals, respectively. by the battle of San Jacinto, in the same year; since 

Done at Washington, the twelfth day cf April, | which period, Mexico has attempted no serious in- 


eighteen hundred and forty-four. vasion of her territory; but the contest has assumed 


—a consideration which, as it appears to me, is to 
be regarded as of no small moment. The country, 
itself thus obtained, is of inealeulable value in an 
agricultural and commercial point of view. 

To a soil of inexhaustible fertility, it unites a ge- 
nial and healthy climate, and is destined, at a day 
not distant, to make large contributions to the com- 
merce of the world. Its territory is separated from 
the United States, in part, by an imaginary line, and 
by the river Sabine, fora distance of 310 miles; and 
iis productions are the same with those of many of 
the contiguous states of the union. Such 4s the 
country, such are its inhabitants, and such its capa- 
cilies to add tothe gencral wealth of the union. As 
to the Jatter, if may be safely asserted, that inthe 
magnitude of its productions, it will equal, in a short 
time, under the protecting care of this government, 
if it does net surpass, the combined production of 
many states of the confederacy. 

A new and powerful impulse will thus be given to 
the navigating interest of the country, which will 
be, chiefly engrossed by our fellow citizens of the 
eastern and middle states, who have already attain- 
ed aremarkable degree of prosperity by the partial 
monopoly they have enjoyed of the carrying trade 
of the union, particularly the coastwise trade, which 
this new acquisition is destined in time, and that not 
distant, to swellto a magnitude which cannot easily 
be computed; while the addition made to the boun- 
baries of the home market, thus secured to their 
mining, manufacturing, and mechanical skill and 
industry, will be of a character the most command- 





J.C. Catnoen, Seal features of a mere border war, characterized by 

’ - 
Isaac VAN Aanpr, [Seal. } acts revolting to humanity. Jn the year 1836 Texas 
J. Pinckney Henperson. [Seal.]} adopted her constitution, under which she had ex- 








MESSAGE. 

To the senate of the United States: 
I transmit herewith, for your approval and ratifi- 
cation, a treaty, which [have caused to be negotiat 
ed between the United States and Texas, whereby 


recognized as such by many of the principal powers 
of the world; and contemporaneously with its adop- 
tion by asolemn vote of her people, embracing all 
her population but ninety-three persons, declared 
her anxious desire to be admitted into association 
the latter, on the conditions therein set forth, hascon-| with the Uniled States, asa portion of their territo- 
veyed all ils right of separate and independent so- | ry. 

vereignty and jurisdiction tothe United States. Jn This vote, thus solemnly taken, has never been 
taking so important a step, I have been influenced by | reversed; and now, by the action of her constituted 
what appeared to me to be the most controlling con-| authorities, sustained as it is by the popular senti- 
siderations of public policy and the general good;! ment, she reaffirms her desire for annexation. This 
and in having accomplished it, should it meet with] course has been adopted by her without the employ- 
your approval, the government will have succeeded | ment of any similar measures on the part of this 
in re-claiming a territory which formerly constitut-} government. No intrigue has been set on foot to 
ed a portion, as it is confidently believed, of its do-| accomplish it. Texas herself wills it, and the exe- 
main, under the treaty of cession of 1803, by France} cutive of the United States, concurring with her, 
to the United States. | has seen no suflicient reason to avuid the consumma- 
} 





The country thus proposed to be annexed has! tion of an act esteemed to be so desirable by both. 
been settled principally by persons from the United | It cannot be dened that Texas is greatly di pressed 
Staies, who emigrated on the invitation of both! inher energies by her long-protracted war with Mex- 
Spain and Mexico, and who carried with them into! ico. ; 
the wilderness which they have partiallyre-claime!,| Under these circumstances, it is but natural that 
the laws, customs, and political institutions of their! she should seek for safety and repose under the pro- 
native Jand. They ere deeply indoctrinated in all} tection of some stronger power; and it is equally so 
the principles of civil hberty, and will bring along | that her people should turn to the United States, the 
with them, in the act of a re association, devotion | land of their birth, in the first instance, in the pur- 
to our union, and a firm and inflexible resolution to! suit of such protection. She has often before made 
assist in maintaining the public liberty unimpaired | kaown ber wishes; but her advances haye, to this 
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time, been repelled. The executive of the United 
States sees no longer any cause for pursuing such 4 
course. The hazard of now defeating her wishes 
may be of the most fatal tendency. Jt might nod. 
and most probably would, to such an entire aliena- 
tion of sentiment and feeling as would inevitably jn. 
duce her to look elsewhere for aid, and force joy 
either to enter into dangerous alliances with othe) 
nations, who, looking with more wisdom to their jy. 
terests, would, it is fairly to be presumed, read ;!y 
adopt such expedients; or she would hold out )2 
proffer of discriminating duties in trade and ep. 
merce, in order tosecure the necessary assistance, 

Whatever step she might adopt, looking to this o}). 
ject, would prove disastrous, in the highest dere, 
to the interests of the whole union. ‘To say nothi Ms 
of the impolicy of our permitting the carrying tra, 
and home market of such a country to pass out of 
our hands into those of a cummercial rival, the vo. 
vernment, in the first place, would be certain to s\f- 
fer most disastrously in its revenue by the introdic- 
tion of a system of smuggling upon an extensive 
scale, which an army of custom-house officers eo) |, 
not prevent—and which would operate to affect | 
juriously the interests of all the industrial classes of 
this country. lJience would arise constant collisions 
between the inhabitants of the two countries, w)h,j 
would evermore endanger their peace. 

A large increase of the military foree of the U, 
States would inevitably follow, thus devolving upon 
the people new and extraordinary burdens, in order 
not only to protectthem from the danger of daj'y 
collision with Texas herself, but to guard ther 
border inhabitants against hostile inroads, 
excited on the part of the numerous and wari 


il 


80 @a-ily 


ratification of the treaty—advantages, the extentof|tribes of Indians dwelling in their neighborhood.— 


Texas would undoubtedly be unable, for many y: 
to come, if at any time, to resist, unaided and alo 
the military power of the United States; but it is 
not extravagant to suppose that nations reaping a 
rich harvest from her trade, secured to them by aid- 
vantageous treaties, would be induced to take part 
with her in any conflict with us, from the strongest 
considerations of public policy. ; 





isted as a sovereign power ever since, having been | 


Such a state of things must subject to devastation 
i the territory of contiguous states, and would cost.t 
|country, in a single campaign, more treasure, twice 
‘told over, than is stipulated to be paid and reimburs- 
|ed by the treaty now proposed for ratification. 1 will 
not permit myself to dweil on this view of the sub- 
ject. Consequences of a fatal character to the pe: 
of the Union- and even to the preservation of the 
‘Union itself, might be dwelt upon, They will not 
‘however, fail to occur to the mind of the senate 
jand of the country. Nor dol indulge in any vagie 
conjectures of the future. The documents now trans, 
mitted along with the treaty, lead to the conclusion- 
}as inevitable, that if the boon be now rejected, 
Texas will seek for the friendship of others. 

In contemplating such a contingeney, it cannot be 
overlooked that the United States are already al- 
/most surrounded by the possessions of Luropeai 

powers. ‘The Canadas, New Brunswick, and Nova 
| Scolia, the islands in the American seas, with Texis, 
/trammelied by treaties of alliance, or of a commer- 
cial character, dillering ig poley from that of the 
| United States, would complete the circle. Texas vo!- 
untarily steps forth, upon terms of perfeet honor and 
'good faith to all nations, to ask to be annexed to thie 
| Union. As an independent sovereignty, her rig!it to 
do this is unquestionable. 

In doing so, she gives no cause of umbrage to any 
other power; her people desire it, and there is wo 
islavish transfer of her sovereignty and independence. 
| She has for eight years maintained her independence 
‘against all eflorts to subdue her. She has been re- 
cognised as independent by many of the most pro- 
minent of the fa:ntly of nations, and that recognition, 
so far as they are concerned, places her in a po: 
tion, without giving her any just umbrage to them, 
|to surrender her sovereignty at her own will and 
pleasure. 


} 
} 





| 
| 
| 
} 
’ 


The United States, actuated evermore by a spirit 


‘of justice, has desired, by the stipulations of the 
|treaty, to render justice to all. ‘They have mad 


e 


|provisions for the paymentof the public debt of 


Texas. Welookto her ample and fertile domain 
las the certain means of accoinplishing this; but tis 
is a matter between the United States and ‘l'exas, 
and with which other governments have nothing to 
ido. Our right to receive the rich grant tendered by 
‘Texas is perfect; and this government should not, 
having due respect either to its own honor or to its 
own interests, permit its course of policy to be in- 
terrupted by the interference of other powers, even 
if such interference§was threatened. 

The question is one purely American. In the ac- 
quisition, while we abstain most carefully from ail 
that could interrupt the public peace, we claim the 
j right to exercise a due regard toourown. ‘This go 




















































































Nee 


SEIN I: I OO Ae be wn, i 


NT mata aa oa 



















































































yirit 


SANS 





ae a I 


yernment cannot, consistently with its honor, per-| 
sueh interference. With equal, ifnot greater | 


mit any 


propricty, 
ble acquisitions, inade in time past, 


have added to their power and enlarged their re | 
sources. : 

To Mexico, the executive is disposed to pursue a 
course conciliatory in its character, and at the same | 
{ime to render her the most ample justice, by con- | 
ventions and stipulations not inconsistent with the 
rights and dignity of the government. It is actuated 
by no spirit of unjust aggrandizement, but looks only 
{o its own security. It has made known to Mexico, 
at several periods, its extreme anxiety to witness 
the termination of hostilities between that country 
and Texas. Its wishes, however, have been entirely 
disregarded. 
justment of the dispute upon terms mutually advan- 
tazeous to both. 

‘It will be ready at all times to hear and discrss 
any claims Mexico may think she has on the justice 
of the United States, and to adjust any that may be 
deemed to be soon the most liberal terms. There is 
no desire on the part of the executive to wound her 
pride, or affect injuriously her interest; but, at the 
the same ti:ne, it cannot compromit by any delay in 
jts action the essential interest of the United States. | 
Mexico has no right to ask or expect this of us—we 
deal rightfully with Texas as an independent power. | 
The war which has been waged for eight years has! 
resulted only in the conviction, with all others than 
herself, that Texas cannot be reconquered. 

lcannot but repeat the opinion, expressed in my 
message at the opening of congress, that it is time it 
had ceased. The executive, while it could not look 
upon its longer continuance without the greatest un- 
easiness, has nevertheless—for al! past time—preser- 
ved a course of strict neutrality. It could not be ig- | 
norant of the fact of the exhaustion which a war of | 
so long a duration had produced. Least of all was it | 
ignorant of, the anxiety of other powers to induce | 
Mexico to enter into terms of reconciliation with 
Texas, which, aflecting the domestic institutions of 
Texas, would operate most injuriously upon the Uni- 
ted States, and might most seriously threaten the 
existence of this happy Union, 

Nor could it be unacquainted with the fact, that 
althouvh foreign governments might disavow all de- 
sign to disturb the relations which exist under the 
constitution between these United States, yet that 
one—the most powertul amongst them, had not fail- 
ed to declare its marked and decided hostility to the 
chief features in those relations, and its purpose, 
on all suitavle occasions, to urge upon Mexico the 
adoption of such a course in negotiating with Texas 
as to produce the obliteration of that feature from 
her domestic policy, as one of the conditions of her 
recognition, by Mexico, as an independent state. 

The executive was aiso aware of the facet, that 
formidabie associations of persons, the subjects of 
foreign powers existed, who were directing their ut- 


| 
} 
| 
i 


most efforts to the accomplishment of this object.— | 


To these conclusions it was inevitably brought by the 
documents now submitted to the senate. | repeat— 
the executive saw ‘Texas in a state of almost hope- 
Jess exhaustion, and tle question was narrowed down 
to the simple proposition, whether the United States 
should accept the boon of annexation on fair and Ii- 
beral terms, or by refusing to do so, force Texas to 
seek a refuge in the arms of some other power, ei- 
ther through a treaty of alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, or the adoption of some other expedient, 
which might virtually make her tributary to such 
power, and dependent upon it for all future time. 

The executive has full reason to believe that such 
would have been the result, without ils interposition 
—and that such will be the result in the event either 
of unnecessary delay in the ratilicatiomor the rejec- 
tion of the proposed treaty. 

Jn full view, then, of the highest public duty—and 
as a measure of securily against evils incalculably 


great—the execulive has entered into the negotia- | 
tion, the fruits of which are now submitted to the 


Senate. 

Independent of the urgent reasons which existed 
for the step it has taken, it might safely invoke the 
Miet which it confidently believes, that there exists 
no civilized government on earth, having a revolu- 
tionary tender made it of a domain so rich and fer- 
ile,—so replete with all that can add to national 
greatness and wealth, and so necessary to its peace 
and satiety, that would reject the offer. Nor are 


mizht the United Siates demand of other our territory. 
ovyernments Lo surrender their numerous and valua- | no danger, 

I ¥ 5 ‘ F . . Dee. 
at numerous | the greatest extension compatible with the ability of 
laces on the surface of the globe, whereby they the representation of the most distant state or territo- 


/cipate in the functions of legislation—and to make 
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jut one view of the subject remains to be presen 
ted. It grows out of the proposed enlargement of 
From this, I am free to confess, I see 
he federative system is susceptible of 


ry to reach the seat of government in time to parti- 


known the wants of the constituent body. Our con- 
federated republic consisted originally of thirteen 
members. It now consists of twice that number— 
while applications are before congres: to permit other 
additions. ~ 
This addition of new states has served to streng- 
then rather than to weaken the Union. New inte- 


It has ever been ready to urge an ad- | 


rests have sprung up, which require the united pow- 
er of all, through the action of the common govern- 
iment, to protect and defend upon the high seas and 
in foreign parts. Each state commits, with perfect 
; security, to that common government those great in- 
|terests growing out of our relations with other na- 
tions of the whole world, and which equally involve 
‘the good of all the states. Its domestic concerns are 
‘left to its own exclusive management. 

| Butif there were any force in the objection, it 
would seem to require an immediate abandonment of 





territorial possessions which lie in the distance, and | 


stretch to a far-off sea; and yet no one would be 
found, it is believed, ready to recommend such an 
abandonment. ‘Texas lies at our very doors, and in 
our immediate vicinity. 


Under every view which I have been able to take | 
of the subject, I think that the interests of our com- 
mon constituents, the people of all the states, and a 
love of the Union, left the executive no other alter- | 
native than to negotiate the treaty. The high and | 
solemn duty of ratifying or rejecting it, is wisely de-| 
volved on the senate by the constitution of the Uni- 
ted States. 

JOHN TYLER. 


Washington: April 22, 1844. 





Apstract oF THe Documents accompanying the! 
president’s message to the senate, with the treaty of | 
annexation, 

The first letter of the correspondence is from Mes- 
srs. Van Zandt and Henderson to Mr. Calhoun, al-| 


nexation; and showing the assets and liabilities of) 
Texas to be as follows; lands unappropriated 136,1t1- 


827 acres; debts of various descriptions, $7,000,000. | make “direct application to lord Aberdeen himself.” 
Next is a letter from Mr. Van Zandt to Mr. Web- | 


‘ster, December 14, 1842, showing the brutal and un- 


civilized character of the war waged by Mexico 
upon Texas, and urging the interference of the U. 
States, either to stop itor enforce its conduct ina 
more Christian fashion. 


The letter proceeds to impute to the Briti-h gos 
vernmenta cesign of entering into these arrang. 
ments, and urges that the United States have a high 
interest to counteract the attempt. 

The next letter is from Mr. Murphy to Mr. Up- 
shur, September 24, 1843, in which he gives him 
some account of this Mr. Andrews, aforesaid, who, 
it seems, on his return from London to Texas, was 
driven away by force, by the people, for having busied 
himselfin such a project. The letter asserts that 
the British government entered warmly into the 
plan suggested by Andrews, and offered to secure 
the payment of the money to purchase the slaves of 
Texas, if they would allow a British avent to select 
lands sufficient to remunerate them, and secure said 
lands to them, **This version of the ridiculous trans- 
action played off in London, as understood from 
Andrews himself after his return, may serve to ilius- 
trate the meaning of your London correspondent.” 
“But the negotiation now on foot between Texas 
and Mexico, through the medium, or rather under 
the control of Great Britain, has changed entirely 
the whole character of affairs, and demands the 
most prompt and energetic action of the government 
of the United States.” 

Mr. Murphy, after thus characterising the nego- 
tiation between Mexico and Texas. goes on with 
urgent advice to the United States to *‘take imme- 
diate steps” for the safety of her own “domestic in- 
stitutions.” 

Another letter from Mr. Murphy dated 23d Sept. 
is to the same effect. 

Nexta letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Murphy, 
22U September, expresses the deep concern of the 
president in regard to the policy of England, and 
requests that Mr. M. will communicate fully and 
freely with our minister in Mexico Mr. Thompson. 

Another from the same to the same, dated 23d 
September, in which great fears are expressed of 
the controlling influence the British are endeavoring 
to obtain in the Gulf of Mexico, and urging the 
most untiring vigilance in watehing their move- 
ments. “Our country has an interest in it which 
involves her destinies.” 

A letter from the same to Mr. Everett, our minis- 
ter at London, dated 2ist September, in which simi- 


' lar apprehensions*are expressed, as to British inter- 
leging the desire of tie Texan people for the an-| 


ference on the subject of slavery, directing him to 
use all diligence not only to obtain information of 
‘secondary and auxiliary character” but al-o to 


Another from the same to the same, marked ‘*Con- 
fidential,” dated 28th September, goes more fully 


'into the subject, argues the topic of domestic slavery, 


| Nexta letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Murphy, Au- | 


gust 8, 1543, from which we give the essential pas- 
gages: 
Sir: A private letter from a citizen of Maryland, 
then in London, contains the following passage: 
* % cs ¥% * 

| 
| A movement of this sort cannot be contemplated 
‘by usin silence. Such an attempt upon any neigh- 
poling country would necessarily be viewed by this 
government with very deep concern; but when it is 


made upon a nation whose territories join the slave- | 


holding states of our Union, it awakensa still more 
solemu interest. Itcarnotbe permitted to succeed 
without the most strenuous efforts on our parts to 
arrest a calamity so serious to every part of our 
couulry. 
* * * * * * 

| I learn from a source entitled to the fullest con- 


‘fidence, that there is now herea Mr. Andrews, de- 
puted by the abolitionists of Texas to negotiate with 
‘the British government. Thathe has seen Lord 
| Aberdeen and submitted his project forthe abolition 
'of slavery in Texas, which is, that there shall be or- 
‘ganized a company in Eng'and, who shall advance a 
‘suflicient sum to pay for the slaves now in ‘Texas 
nd receive in payment Texas lands; that the sums 


he abolition of slavery; and Lam authorised by the 
Texan minister to say to you, that Lord Aberdeen 
| has agreed that the British government will guaran- 
tee the payment of the interest on this loan, upon 


| 
| 
} 
| 


‘condition that the Texan government will abolish | 


slavery.” 


a 
thus advanced stall be paid over as an indemnity for | 
t 


| 
| 
| “Jt is an important thing to England to obtain an in- 


‘fluence over the policy of Texas; and the present sit- 


uation of that country offers her every encourage- 


other powers, Mexico inclusive, likely, in any degree, | ment to make the attempt. Pressed by an unrelenting 


to be injuriously affected by the ratification of the 
treaty. 
teresting to al}, in the increase of the general com 


Phe prosperity of ‘Texas will be equally in- 


| cneiny on her borders, her treasury exhausted, and 
her credit almost destroyed, Texas is in a condition 


} % : ; : : < r . } 
, to need the support of other nations, and to obtain it} dated 2ist November, 


and more urgently presses Mr, Everett's attention to 
the subject. 

Next we have Mr. Everett’s reply to Mr. Upshur’s 
first letter, dated 3d November, 1843, in which he 
details the conversation he had had with lord Aber- 
deen on the subject, who said he was glad it was in- 
| troduced, as he had intended himself to make some 
observations on it. He then proceeds to disclaim, 
very explicitly, any such views on the partof the 
British government, as had been attributed to them. 
“The suggestion that England had made or intended 
to make the abolition of slavery the condition of any 
treaty arrangement with Texas, was wholly without 
foundation. It had never been alluded to in that 
|} connection. General Hamilton, a commissioner from 

Texas, had proposed that Enzland should make or 
' guarantee a loan to Lexas, to be used to aid her in 
obtaining from Mexico the recognition of her in- 
dependence Lord A. had himself at first thought 
well of it—but on proposing it to his colleagues in 
the cubinet, they dissented, and he himself did not 
continue lo countenance it—It however had no con- 
nection with the abolition of slavery. 

“In the course of the last summer he had been 
waited upon, as he supposed | was aware at the time, 
| by a deputation of Ainerican abolitionists, who were 
desirous of engaging the British gevernment in some 
/such measure, (viz: of a loan, connected with the 
abolition of slavery,) but that he had given them no 
countenance whatever; he had informed them that, 
by every proper means of influence, he would en- 
courage the aboliiion of siavery, and that he had re- 
commended the Mexican government to tuterest 
itself in the matter; but he told them, at the outset, 
that he should consider himself bound in good faith 
to repeat every thing that might pass between them 
‘to the Texan charge d’affairs.” 
| Next is an extract from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Thomp- 
lson, dated November 18th directing him to com- 
|municate freely with Mr. Murphy, in Texas, for 
reasons assigned. 
| Next a letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. Murphy, 
reiterating the presideut’s 


merce of the world, that prosperity will be secured | upon terms of great hardship and maay sacrifices to| anxiety on the subject and enjoining him tu watch 


by annexation, 


herself.” 


narrowly the proceedings of the comwissioners ap- 
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pointed to treat with Mexico. ‘That the influence 
of England willbe strenuously felt in the procced- 
ings of that commission cannot be doubted.” 

Next, a long letter from Mr. Upshur to Mr. 
Murphy, dated January 16th, 1844, probably written 
in consequence of ascertaining that the Texas go- 
vernment hesitated to enter into negotiations for an- 
nexation, though no document appears to have been 
sent to the senate communicating that fact. This 
letter expatiates at great length upon the advantages 
which Texas would derive from annexation,—urges 
identity of feelings, interest, and institutions,—the 
danger she would be exposed to in case of a hostile 
disposition being engendered, as would unquestiona- 
bly be the case, if Texas were in any way to become 
dependent upon England, the impolicy and dan- 
ger of which is argued at some length. Upon the 
whole, this letter is in atone of very anxious soli- 
citude, if not of entreaty, on the part of the United 
States to induce Texas to adopt the course. Mr. 
Murphy is instructed earnestly to urge upon presi- 
dent Houston the necessity.of taking measures deci- 





sively and promptly. ‘‘A great responsibility rests 
upon him; and for the sake of his country, as well as 
our own,—for the sake of the harmony of the world, 
remotely, if not immediately connected with his 
decision; I hope that he will not reject the cffer that 
we make,” &c. 

The next, isa letter enclosed by the British min- 
ister, Mr. Pakenham, from lord Aberdeen, dated the 
26th December, 1843, containing an explicit disa- 
vowal of any design on the part of the British go- 
vernment of any interference or control over Texas, 
or in the negotiation between her and Mexico.— 
‘‘Both those governments willbe left at full jiberty 
to make their own unfettered arrangements with 
each other, both in regard to slavery and all other 
points.” They equally disavow all idea of “seeking 
to act, directly or indirectly, in a political sense, on 
the United States through Texas.” 

“The British government, as the United States well 
knows, have never sought in any way to stir up dis- 
affection or excitement of any kind in the slave hold- 
ing states of the American Union. Much as we 
should wish to see those states placed ov the firm 
and solid footing which we conscientiously believe is 
to be attained by general freedom alone, we have 
never in our treatment of them made any difference 
between the slave-holding and free states of the 
Union. All are, in our eyes, entitled, as component 
members of the Union, to equal political respect, fa- 
vor, and forbearance, on our part. To that wise and 
just policy we shall continue to adhere; and the go- 
vernments of the slave holding states may be assur- 
ed that although we shall not desjst from those open 
and honest efforts which we have constantly made 
for procuring the abolition of slavery throughout the 
world, we shall neither openly nor secretly resort to 
any measures which can tend to disturb their inter- 
nal tranquility, or thereby to effect the prosperity of 
the American Union.” 

The next letter is a long one from Mr. Calhoun to 
Mr. Pakenham, dated 18th April, 1844, in which he 
takes exception to the disposition of Great Britain, 
as avowed in the preceding paragraph, in relation to 
the abolition of slavery in other than her own do- 
minions, and proceeds to argue at length the superi- 
ority of the condition of the Africans in this country 
that are held as slaves, over those that are liberated, 
to prove which, he refers to the statistics of the last 
census, and to their moral condition in the slave 
states as compared with those in the free states, from 
all which he concludes, that the disposition as ex- 
pressed, of constant exertions on the part of Great 
Britain to eflect throughout the world the emancipa- 
tion of the blacks, ‘‘so far from being wise or humane, 
would involve in the greatest calamity the whole 
country, and especially the race whom it is her 
avowed object to benefit.” 

The last article is a despatch from Mr. Calhoun to 
Mr. Benjamin E. Green, communicating officially 
the conclusion of the treaty of aunexation of Texas 
for the information of the Mexican government,—a 
measure which the letter says ‘‘was forced on the 
government of the United States, in self-defence, in 
consequence of the policy of Great Britein in refer- 
ence to the abolition of slavery in Texas.” 

“You will finally assure the government of Mexico 
that the government of the United States would have 
been happy. if circumstances had permitted it, to 
actin concurrence with that of Mexico in taking 
the step it has; but with all its respect for Mexico, 
and anxious desire that the two countries should 
continue on friendly terms, it could not make what it 
believed might involve the safety of the Union itself 
depend on the contingency of obtaining the previous 
consent of Mexico. But while it could not with a 
due regard to the safety of the Union do that, it has 
taken every precaution to make the terms of the 
treaty as little objectionable to Mexico as possible; 


| 
! 


and, among others, has left the boundaries of Texas 
without specification, so that what the line of boun- 
dary should be might be an open question, to be 
fairly and fully discussed and settled according to the 
rights of each, and the mutual interest and security of 
the two countries.” 
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MR. CLAY ON THE TEXAS QUESTION. 


TO THE EDITORS OF THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER. 
Raleigh, April 17, 1844. 

GENTLEMEN: Subsequent to my departure from 
Ashland, in December last, I received various com- 
munications from popular assemblages and private 
individuals, requesting an expression of my opinion 
upon the question of the annexation cf Texas to the 
United States. I have forborne to reply to them, be- 
cause it was not very convenient, during the progress 
of my journey, to do so, and for other reasons. I did 
not think it proper, unnecessarily, to introduce at 
present a new element among the other exciting sub- 
jects which agitate and engross the public mind.— 
The rejection of the overture of Texas, some years 
ago, to become annexed tothe United States, had 
met with general acquiescence. Nothing had since 
occurred materially to vary the question. I had seen 
no evidence of a desire being entertained, on the part 
of any considerable portion of the American people, 
that Texas should become an integral part of the 
United States. During my sojournin New Orleans, 
I had, indeed, been greatly surprised, by information 
which | received from Texas, that, in the course of 
last fall, a voluntary Overture had proceeded from the 
executive of the United States to tiie authorities of 
Texas to conclude a treaty of annexation; and that, 











them to a negotiation upon the subject, strong and, as 
1 believed, erroneous representations had been made 
to them of a state of opinion in the Senate of the U. 
States favorable to the ratification of such a treaty. 
According to these representations, it had been as- 
certained that a number of senators, varying from 
thirty-five to forty-two, were ready to sanction such 
a treaty. I was aware, too, that holders of Texas 
lands and Texas serip, and speculators in them, were 
actively engaged in promoting the object of annexa- 


in order to overcome the repugnance felt by any of | 


_—. 


were satisfied with it, appropriations were made to 
earry it into effect, the line of the Sabine was recog. 
nised by us as our boundary, in negotiations both with 
Spain and Mexico, after Mexico became indepen- 
dent, and measures have been in actual progress to 
mark the line, from the Sabine to Red river, and 
thence to the Pacific ocean. We have thus fairly 
alienated our title to Texas, by solemn national com- 
pacts, to the fulfilment of which we stand bound by 
good faith and national honor. Jt is, therefore, per- 
fectly idle and ridiculous, if not dishonorable, to talk 
of resuming our title to Texas, as if we had never 
parted withit. Wecanno more do that than Spain can 
resume Florida, France, Louisiana, or Great Britain 
the 13 colonies, now composing a part ofthe U. States, 


During the administration of Mr. Adams, Mir. 
Poinsett, minister of the United States at Mexico, 
was instructed by me, with the president’s authority, 
to propose a re-purchase of Texas; but he forbore 
even to make an overture for that purpose. Upon 
his return to the United States, he informed me, at 
New Orleans, that his reason for not making it was, 
that he knew the purchase was wholly impracticable, 
and that he was persuaded that, if he made the over- 
ture, it would have no other effect than to aggravate 
irritations, already existing, upon matters of diffe- 
rence between the two countries, 

The events which have since transpired in Texas 
are well known. She revolted against the govern- 
ment of Mexico, flew to arms, and finally fought and 


' won the memorable battle of San Jacinto, anmihilat- 


ing a Mexican army and making a captive of the 
Mexican president. The signal success of that re- 
volution was greatly aided, if not wholly achieved, 
by citizens of the United States who had migrated 
to Texas. These succors, if they could not always 
be prevented by the government of the United States, 
were furnished ina manner and to an extent which 
brought upon us some national reproach in the eyes 
of an impartial workd. And, in my Opinion, they 
impose on us the obligation of scrupulously avoiding 
(he imputation of having instigated and aided the re- 
volution with the ultimate view of territorial aggran- 
dizement. After the battle of San Jacinto, the U. 
States recognised the independence of Texas, in con- 





tion. Still, I did not believe that any executive of 


momentous a proceeding, not only without any gen- 
eral manifestation of public opinion in favor of it, but 
in direct opposition to strong and decided expressions 
of public disapprobation. 
mistaken. 
we are now informed that a treaty of annexation has 
been actually concluded, and is to be submitted to the 
senate for its eonsideration. The motives for my 
silence, therefore, no longer remain, and { feel it to 
be my duty to present an exposition of my views and 
opinions upon the question, for what they may be 
worth, to the public consideration. J adopt this me- 
thod as being mere convenient than several replics to 
the respective communications which I have received. 


I regret that T have not the advantage of a view o 
the treaty itself, so as to enable me to adapt an ex- 
pression of my opinion to the actual conditions and 
stipulations which it contains. Not possessing that 
opportunity, I am constrained to treat the question 
according to what I presume to be the terms of the 
treaiy. If, without the Joss of national character, 
without the hazard of foreign war, with the general 
concurrence of the nation, without any danger to the 
integrity of the Union, and without giving an unrea- 
sonable price for Texas, the question of annexation 


were presenied, it would appear in quite a different | 


light from that in which, I apprehend, it is now to be 
regarded. 

The United States acquired a title to Texas, ex- 
terding, as J believe, to the Rio del Norte, by the 
treaty of Louisiana. They ceded and relinquished 
that title to Spain by the treaty of 1819, by which the 
Sabine was substituted for the Rio del Norte as our 
western boundary. This treaty was negotiated un- 
der the administration of Mr. Monroe, and with the 
concurrence of his cabinet, of which Messrs. Craw- 
ford, Calhoun, and Wirt, being a majority, al] south- 





ern gentlemen, composed a part. When the treaty 
was laid before the house of representatives, being a 
member of that body, Iexpressed the opinion, which 
|] then entertained, and still hold, that Texas was sa- 
crifced to the acquisition of Florida. 
Florida; but I thought it must, from its position, ine- 
vitably fall into cur pessession; that the point of a few 
years, sooner or Jater, was of no sort of consequence, 
and that in giving five millions of dollars and Texas 
for it, we gave more than a just equivalent. But, if 
we made a great sacrifice in the surrender of Texas, 
we ought to take care not to make too great a sacri- 
fice in the attempt to re-acquire it. 





My opinions ef the inexpediency of the treaty of 


1819 did not prevail, The country aad congress 








the United States would venture upon so grave and | 


But it appears that 1 was | 
To the astonishment of the whole nation, | 


We wanted | 





formity with the principle and practice which have 
always prevailed in their councils of recognising the 
government “de facto,” without regarding the question 
de jure. That recognition did not affect or impair the 
| rights of Mexico, or change the relations which existed 
between herand Texas. She, on the contrary, has pre- 
iserved all her rights, and has continued to assert, and 
‘so far as I know yet asserts, herright to reduce Texas 
| to obedience, as a part of the republic of Mexico.— 
According to late intelligence, it is probable thatshe 
has agreed upon a temporary suspension ol hostilities; 
‘but, if that has been done, I presume it is with the 
| purpose, upon the termination of the armistice, of 
‘renewing the war and enforcing her rights, as sho 
| considers them. sad 
| This narrative shows the present actual condition 
‘of Texas, so far asI have information about it. If it 
be correct, Mexicohas not abandoned, but perseveres 
lin the assertion of her rights by actual force of arms, 
| which, if suspended, are intended to be renewed.— 
' Under these circumstances, if the government of the 
'United States were to acquire ‘Fexas, it would ac- 
quire along with it all the incumbrances which Texas 
is under, and among them the actual or suspended 
war between Mexico and Texas. Of that conse- 
quence there cannot be a doubt. Annexation and 
war with Mexico are identical. Now, for one, I cer- 
‘tainly am not willing to involve this country ina 
foreign war for the object of acquiring Texas. I 
know there are those who regard such a war with in- 
diference and as a trifling affair, on account of the 
weakness of Mexico, and her inability to inflict se- 
rious injury upon this country. But I do not look 
upon it thus lightly. I regard all wars as great cala- 
mities, to be avoided, if possible, and honorable peace 
as the wisest and truest policy of this country. What 
the United States most need are union, peace, and 
patience. Nor do | think that the weakness of a 
power should form a motive, In any case, for inducing 
us to engage in or to depreciate the evils of war.— 
Honor and good faith and justice are equally cue from 
this country towards the weak astowards the strong. 
And, if an act of injustice were to be perpetrated to- 
wards any power, it would be more compatible with 
the dignity of the nation, and, in my judgment, less 
dishonorable, to inflict it upon a powerful instead of 
'a weak foreign nation. Butare we perfectly sure 
that we should be free from injury in a state of war 
with Mexico? Hlave we any security that countless 
numbers of foreign vessels, under the authority and 
flag of Mexico, would not prey upon our defenceless 
commerce in the Mexican gulf, on the Pacific ocean, 
and on every other sea and ocean? What commerce, 
on the other hand, does Mexico offer, as an indemnity 
for our losses, to the gallantry and enterprise of our 
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countrymen? This view of the subject supposes that| the confederacy? If my information be correct, it| eularly to know your opinions as to the constitution- 
the war would be confined to the United States and} would not. According to that, the territory of Texas ality and expediency of immediately annexing ‘l'ex- 
Mexico as the only belligerents. But have we any | is susceptible of a division into five states of conveni- /as to the United States, so soon as the consent of 
certain guaranty that Mexico would obtain no allies| ent size and form Of these, two only would be | ‘Texas may be had to such annexation. 

among the great European powers? Suppose any | adapted to those peculiar institutions to which I have | The letters of Mr. Webster and General Jackson 
such powers, jealous of our increasing greatness, and referred, and the other three, lying west and north of! on this subject—-the refusal of the legislature of 
disposed to check our growth and cripple us, were to | San Antonio, being only adapted to farming and graze) Kentucky to pass approbatory resolutions—the votes 
| 








take part in behalf of Mexico in the war, how would} ing purposes, from the nature of their soil, climate, | taken in the legislatures of Pennsylvania New York, 
. ° . ° . - € 9 6 
the different belligerents present themselves to Chris | and productions, would not admit of those institu-| and, as 1am just informed, Maine—and the impres- 
tendom and the enlightened world? We have been|tions. In the end, therefore, there would be two) sion that Mr. Clay will oppose the annexation,—give 
: . . . . ° ¥ i - 
seriously charged with an inordinate spirit of terri-| slave and three free states probably added to the! great importance to your opinions. 
torial aggrandizement; and, without admitting the| Union. If this view of the soil and geography of | 1s te Mendamved: thi full ; ee 
Lori aiden. tt th ned tat boon Péeen'h i Welk « diminish the deat! t is believed that a full and frank declaration 
justice of the charge, it must be owned that we have sas be correct, it might serve to diminish the zeal | », De ete te neat at i ‘ll be of 
fi P tecrit ‘thin the last| both of those wl ‘ d thea wi . | from you, favorabie to this great object, wili be o 
made vast acquisitions of territory within the last) 1 of those who oppose and those who are urging | a ' spree at 
_ < ent > cues great service to the cause, al a momentso critical of 
forty years. Suppose Great Britain and France, or} annexation. Tia ddatines eal shuld seth. tecognise my rizht. to in 
one of them, were to take part with Mexico, and, by Should Texas be annexed to the Union, the United |“. ys : rh. lage land Tibi 
; j ; Pag PR Bit willl ae ay quire, and your duty to answer, [shall be greatly 
a manifesto, were to proclaim that their objects were | States will assume and become responsible for the | obliged to you for a lettersetting furth your opinions 
> ee : ; : ° > 3 S cS yur ) ; 
to assist a weak and helpless ally to check the spirit | debt of Texas, be its amount what it may. What it) mdr a4 "3 ) ‘. 
Reo lis Td : PG hig he ; ( | —promising that, if it be favorable to annexation, I 
of encroachment and ambition of an already over-| is, I do not know certainly; but the least i have seen; |. ee 3 ; f 
Sit enh, 1 Curt! ty Cl it stated at is thi 2? a . | Will, on account of the great effect it must have on 
grown republic, seeking still further acquisitions of it stated at 1s thirteen millions of dollars. And this) (po iocue of this. queation( give to. aesly publicity; 
territory, to maintain the independence of Texas, | responsibility will exist, whether there be a stipula- paar ve eres ha vggh Pi Aid 
. 4 bot nis : Spats nae _ jand if otherwise, that I will publish it only in time 
disconnected with the United States and to prevent} tion in the treaty or not expressly assuming the pay-| io your oninions may be fully known before the 
the further propagation of slavery from the United! ment of the debt of Texas. For | suppose it to be, yeh ik aes 5 ean. conv mate yn; unless you re 
: . ¢ : ' ° ‘ ; / ) » pall re Cc Fention; $s ‘- 
States, what would be the effect of such allegations | undeniable that, if one nation becomes incorporated | bine! ide ear HN np hlieetiics a eek irks ne I 
upon the judgment of an impartial and enlightened , in another, all the debts, and obligations, and incum- | qu 5. tagheeann ua gt ee ; 
| will also comply with your request. 











world? | brances, and wars of the incorporated nation, become : : 
Assuminz that the annexation of Texas is war with '#e debts, and obligations, and incumbrances, and Pardon me eo suggesting that, should your opi- 
a ~ > « . P. , S : A y i . . - 7 ‘ pe . . “ ; a 
Mexico, is it competent to the treaty-makinz power| ¥2F3 of te common nation created by the incorpora- | Mons be favorable to annexation, the weight and in 
ree me ba : é ‘tion | fluence of those opinions will be doubly enhanced in 
to plunge this country into war, not only without the | : : nae the estimat; ¢ all true friends of the me me 
concurrence of, but without deigning to consult con- | If any European nation entertains any ambitious | |" 08 lmauene Rr — tag tts ag oe ae Lt 
gress, to which, by the constitution, belongs exclu- | designs upon Texas, such as that of colonizing her, | the earliest possible public avowal of them before 
o ey | : t 


sively the power of declaring war? or in any way subjugating her, J should regard it as_ ee a ms with great respect, truly your 
] have hitherto considered the question upon the the imperative duty of the government of the United riend and obedient servant, W. H. HAMMET 

supposition that the annexation is attempted without | States to oppose to such designs the most firm and Hon. M. Van Buren ic heat cab 

the assent of Mexico. If she yields her consent, that , determined resistance, to the extent, if necessary, of op ect, page te lcnwald. New Yor} 

would materially affect the foreign aspect of the ques- | appealing to Srmis to prevent the accomplishment of ee ee 

tion, if it did not remove all foreign difficulties. Oa! 2PY such designs. rhe executive of the United States Tee sade A 9 12 

the assumption of that assent, the question would be | ought to be informed as to the aims and views of fo- ' age vemagar 51 er hr ee 

confined to the domestic considerations which belong "eign powers with regard to Texas, and I presume Figpnas.on: Vour letter of. Cage .o:aeeren 





to it, embracing the terms and conditions upon which | that, if there be any of the exceptionable character. last, — duly received. ; 

annexation is proposed. I do not think that Texas | which I have indicated, the executive will disclose; Acting as an unpledged delegate to the Baltimore 
ought to be received into the Union, as an integral | ' the co-ordinate departments of the government, if convention you ask my opinion in regard to the con- 
part of it, im decided opposition to the wishes of a not to the public, the evidence of them. From what stilutionality and expediency of an immediate annex- 
consiJerable and respectable portion of the confed- [ have seen and heard, | believe that Great Britain. ation of Texas to the United States, or as soon as the 
eracy. I think it far more wise and important to has recently formally and solemnly disavowed any | assent of ‘Texas may be had to such annexation.— 
coinpose and harmonize the present confederacy, us such aims or purposes—has declared that she is de- Upon the r.ceipt of your letter, | caused you to be 
it now exists, than to introduce a new element of dis- | S!"0us only of the independence of Texas, and that forthwith informed that your request should be com- 
cord and distraction into it. In my huinble opinion, she has no intention to interfere in her domestie in- | plied with in full season for the convention. This 
it should be the constant and earnest endeavor of Stitutions. If she has made such disavowal and de-| promise I shall now perform. But, lest my motives 
American statesmen to eradicate prejudices, to cul- claration, I presume they are in the possession of the in making a public avowal of my opinions, whilst a 


tivate and foster concord, and to produce general  ©Xecutive. ba | hegotiation is supposed to be pending, should be mis- 
contentment among all parts ofour confederacy. Aid In the future progress of events, it is probable that construed, I shail send this to a friend who will de- 


true wisdom, it seems to me, poinis to the duty of there will be a voluntary or foreible separation of the lay its delivery as long as that can be done consist- 
rendering its present members happy, prosperous, British North American possessions from the parent’ ently with a faithful compliance with the require- 
and satistied with each other, rather {han to attempt country. 1 am strongly inclined to think that it will nents ot your letter, and the general objects for 
to introduce alien members, azainst the common con-, be best for the happiness of al! parties that, in that) which it was written. 
sent and with the certaimty of deep dissatisfaction.— | eVent, they should be erected into a separate and in-| You by no means overrate the importance of the 
Mr. Jefferson expressed the opinion, and others be-| dependent republic. With the Canadian republic on’ subject upon which you have been pleased to address 
lieved, that it never was in the contemplation of the 2!¢ Side, that of Texas on the other, and the United | me. It is not only a question of intense interest to 
framers of the constitution to add foreign territory to States, the friend of both, between them, each could) every part of the couniry, but is unhappily also one 
the confederacy, outof which new states were to he @4vance its own happiness by such constitutions, | in regard to which we may not promise ourselves that 
formed. The acquisitions of Louisiana and Florida, !@¥S, and measures, as were best adapted to its pecu- unanimity in opinions which is so important when 
may be defended upon the peculiar ground of the re- liar condition. They would be natural allies, ready, | great national questions like this are to be decided, 
lation in which they stood to the states of the Union. by co-operation, to repel any uropean or forei2n "That those which | am about to express will, in at 
After they were admitted, we might well pause a attack upon either. Each would afford a secure re-  |éast one important particular, differ from that of 
while, people our vast wastes, develop our resources, fuge lo the persecuted and oppressed driven into exile) many friends, politic al and personal, whose judg- 
prepare the means of defending what we possess, and , bY ertier of the others. They would emulate each ments and purity of views | hold in high and habitu- 
augment our strength, power, and greatness. If other in improvements, in free institutions, and in the | a] respect, f can well imagine; and it is qnite evident, 
herve aiter further territory should be wanted for an , Sclence of seli-government. Whilst Texas has adopt-| from the tenor of your letter, that they wall not in 
increased population, we need entertain no appre-| ed our constitution as the model of hers, she has, in! all respects correspond with your own. If, however, 
hensions but that it will be acquired by means, it is to | several important particulars, greatly improved upon such of my fellow citizens as are neither influenced 
be hoped, fair, honorable, and constitutional. pit. | by prejudices, nor warped by self-interest, concede 
It 13 useless to disguise that there are those who| Although [have felt compelled, from the nature to my opinions the merit of having been formed un. 
espouse aud tgose who oppose the annexation of, of the inquiries addressed to me, to extend this com-! der views directed to the preservation and advance- 
Vexas upon the ground of the inflience which it|4munication toa much greater length than I could) ment of the honor and best interests of our common 
would exert, in the balance of political power, be-| have wished, [ could not do justice to the subject, and country, as 2 whole, and expressed with a sincerity 
tween two great sections of the Union. I conceive | fairly and fully expose my own opinions in a shorter, which has overlooked, as far as our feeble naturcs 
that no motive for tie acquisition of foreign territory | space. In conclusion, they may be stated in a few) will permit us to do, all personal considerations, my 
would be more unfortunate, or pregnant with more _ words to be, that { consider the annexation of Texas,! most favorable anticipations will be realized. 
fatal consequences, than that of obtaining it for the | at this time, without the assent of Mexico, as a mea | 
purpose of strengthening one part against another! sure compromising the national character, involving 
part of the common contederacy. Such a principle, “us certainly in war with liexico, probably with other 
put into practical operation, would menace the exist-| foreign powers, dangerous to the integrity of the 
ence, if it did not certainly sow the seeds of a disso-| Union, inexpedient in the present financial condition 
| 


It has already been made my duty to act officially 
on at leasttwo several occasions, but in dillerent 
forms, upon the subject matter to which your ques- 
lions have reference. 


lution of the Union. [It would be te proclaim to the | of the country. and not called for by any general ex- Having charge of the department of state in 1829, 
world an insatiable and unquenchable thirst for fo-| pression of public opinion. [ prepared, by direction of the president, instruc- 
reign conquest of acquisition of territory. For if to- [ am, respectfully, your obedient servant, tions to our minister at Mexico, by which he was 
day ‘s‘exas be acquired to strengthen one part of the HENRY CLAY. directed to open without delay, a negotiation with 


confederacy, to-morrow Canada may be required to the Mexican government for the purchase of a grea- 
add strength to another. And, after that might have Tae " “3's tare re eee eer ee part of the thea province of l'exas, and by which 
been obtained, still other and further acquisitions Mii, VAN BUREN’S LETTER ON AN- {he was likew:se authorized to insert in the trealy a 
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would become necessary to equalize and adjust the | NEXATION,. provision similar to that in the Louisiana and Fiori- 
balance of political power. Finaily, in the progress | ———-_— _ da treaties, for the incorporation of the inhabitants 
of this spirit of universal dominion, the part of the House of Representatives, March 27, 1844. of Texas into the Union as soon as it could be done 


contederacy which isnow weakest, would find itself} My pean sir: Under the belief that it is the right | consistently with the principles of the federal con- 

still weaker from the impossivility of securing new | of every free citizen, in a free government, to know |Stitution. The reasons in favor of this aneasure [ 

theatres for those peculiar institutions which it is| the opimions of those who aspire to public station, stated at large in that document. 

Charged with being desirous to extend. | upon great public questions, as one of your warmest In taking this step, the administration of president 
But would ‘Texas, ultimately, really add strength | supporters in 1836 and 1840, and as an unpledged Jackson renewed (but, as was supposed, under more 

O tuat which 13 now considered the weakest part of | delegate to the Baltimore convention, I desire parti-| favorable circumstances) an attempt to accomplish 
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the same object which had been made by its imme- 
diate predecessor. Instructions, similar in their ge- 
neral object, had, in the second year of the latter 
administration, been sent from the department of 
state to the same American minister at Mexico. I] 
am not aware that there were any materiai differ- 
neces between them, other than those ef 1827 pro- 
osed an acquisition of territory as far west as the 
Rio del Norte—being, I believe, the extreme west- 
ern boundary of Texas—whilst the cession asked | 
for by president Jackson extended only as far west 
as the centre of the Desert or Grand Prairie, which 
lies vast of the river Nueces; and that for the fron 
tier the payment of one million of dollars was au- 
thorized whilst, by the administration of president 
Jackson, the American minister was permitted to go 
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in my judgment, all strongly the other way. In the 
first place, the articles of confederation, under which 
the Union was originally formed,and which gave 
place to the present constitution, looked directly toa 
broader extension of the confederacy. It contained 
a provision that “Canada, acceding to the constitu- 
tien, and joining in the measures of the United 
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the 
advantages of this Union; but no orumR conony shall 
be admitted into the same, unless such admission be 
agreed to by nine states.” The practicability, as well 
as expediency, of making Canada a membef of the 
Union, did certainly, to some extent at least, occupy 
the minds of our public men, as Well before the close 
of the revolution, as between that event and the 
formation of the new constitution. This is, how- 





as high as four, and, if indispensable, five millions. 
Both authorized agreements for smaller portions of | 
territory, and the payments were modified aecord- | 
ingly. In respect for the proposed stipulations for the | 
ultimate incorporation of the inhabitants into the 
Union, both instructions were identical. 

In August, 1837, a proposition was received at the 
department of state, from the Texian minister at 
Washington, proposing a negotiation for the annexa-| 
tion of Texas to the United States. This was the | 
first time the question of a foreign independent state | 
had ever been presented to this government. In de- | 
ciding upon the disposition that ought to be made of | 
it, I did not find it necessary to consider the question | 
of constitutional power, nor the manner in which the | 
object should be accomplished, if deemed expedient. 
and proper. Both these pomls were therefure, in 
terms, passed over in the reply of the secretary of | 
state to the Texan minister, as subjects the conside- 
ration of which had net been entered upon by the, 
executive. 

The first of these, viz: constitutional power—is 
now presented hy your inquiries; not, however, in, 
precisely the same form. ‘Then the application was 
for the immediate admission of Texas into the Union| 
as an independent state; your question looks only to 
its annexation as part of the territory of the United 
States. There is no express power giving to any 
department of the government to purchase territory | 
except for the objects specified in the constitution, 
viz: for arsenals, &e.; but the power has, on several 
very important occasions, been regarded as embrac- 
ed in the treaty-making power; and terrilorics have 
been so annexed with a view and under engagements | 
for their ultimate admission into the Union as states. | 

If there be nothing in the situation or condition of 
the territory of Texas, which would render its ad- 
mission hereafter into the Union as a new state im-| 
proper, | cannot perceive any objection, on constitu | 
tional grounds, to its annexation as a territory. In 
speaking of the right to admit new states, I must, of 
course, be understood as referring to the power of | 
couzress. The executive and senate may, as [ have | 
already observed, by the exercise of the treaty-tmak- | 
ing power, acquire territory; but new states can only 
be admitted by congress; and the sole euthority over; 
the subjeet, which is given to it by the constitution, | 
is contained in the following provision, viz: ‘‘nesw | 
states may be admitted by the congress into this, 
Union.” The only restrictions imposed upon this | 
general power are, Ist, That no new states shall | e| 
formed or erected within the jurisdiction of any) 
other state; nor, Qdly, “Any state forined by the junc- 
tion of two or more states, or parts of states, with. | 
out the consent of the legislatures concerned, as well | 
as of congress’ —restrictions which have no bearin 
upon the present question. The matter, therefore, | 
stands as it would doif the constitution said “new | 
states may be admitted by the congress into this | 
Union,” without addition or restriction. That these | 
words, taken by themselves, are broad enough to) 
autin rize the admission of the territory of Texas, 
cannot, | think, be well doubted; nor do T perceis € | 
upon what principle we can set up limitations to a 
power so unqualifiedly recognized by the constitu-| 
tion in the plain simple words I have quoted, and | 
with which no other provision of that instrument 
conflicts in the slightest degree. But if, with no 
other cuides than our own discretion, we assume li- 
mitations upon a power so general, we are at least 
bound to give to them some intelligible and definite | 
character. The most natural, and indeed the only | 
one of that nature which has been suggested, and 
which was presented by Mr. Jefferson whilst he en- 
tertained doubts in respect to the constitutional pow- 
er toadmit Louisiana, is, that the new states to be 
adimitied must be formed out of territory, not foreign, 
but which constituted a part of the United Siates, at 
the declaration of independence, or the adoption of 
the constitution. So far from there being any thing 
in the language of the constitution, or to be found m 
the extraneous and cotemperaneous circumstances 
which preceded and attended its adoption, to show 
that such was the inteations of its framers, they are, 
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| congress, 
| are specified in that instrument. 
ploved, the specifications of certain restrictions, the | 
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ever, only a link in the chain of evidence, to make 
probable what subsequent events make certain, that 
the framers of the constitution had their eyes upon 
this very question, when this section was finally set- | 
tied. That part of the constitution, as appears by 
the journal of the proceedings of the convention, 
was presented in a variety of forms before it assum- 
ed the shape in which it was finally adopted. 

In the resolutions offered by Mr. Edward Ran- 
dolph, as a basis for the new constitution, and which 
contained the first propositions of that character 
which were submitted to it, the power in question | 
was described as follows, viz: “that provisions ought 
to be made for the admission of states lawfully aris- 
ing within the limits of the United States, whether aris- | 
ing from a psoluntary junction of government or 
otherwise, with the consent of a number of voices 
in the legislature, less than the whole.” In Mr. 
Charles Pinekney’s draft, it was proposed that the 
legislature shall have power to admit new states in- 
to the Union, on the same terms with the original | 
states, provided two-thirds of the members present | 
in both houses agree—leaving out the clause in re 
spect to the character of the territory. Mr. Ran- 
doiph’s proposition, containing the restriction con- 
fining the power to states lawfully arising. within the 
limits of the United States, was al one time adopted 
in committee of the whole, and, in that state, refer- 
red with others to the commuitee of detail. In a 
draft of a constitution, reported by that committee, 
the article upon this subject contained the following 
propositions: Ist. That new states, lawfully consti- 
tuted or established within the limits of the United 
States might be admitted by the legislature in this | 
government. 2d. That to such admission, the con-| 
sent of two-thirds of the members present in each 
house should be necessary. 3d. That if a new state 
should arise within the limits of any of the present 
states, the consent of the legislature of such states | 
should also be necessary to ils admission. 4th. That| 
if the admission was consented to, the new states 
should be admitted on the same terms with the origi- 
nal states; and Sth. That the legislature might) 
make conditions with new states concerning the pub- 
iic debt then subsisting. The 2d, 4th, and 5th claus. 
es were stricken out by the voles of the convention; | 








id alter that had been done, the following was| 
lopted as a substitute for the whole, viz: “New 
states may be admitted by the legislature into the 
Union; but no new stale shall be ereeted within the 
limits of any of the present states, without the con-| 
sent of the legislature of such state, as well as of | 
} 
| 
| 


« 
ac 


‘ 


ithe general legistature’—-leaving out that part of} 


the first clause which related to the domestic char- 
acter of the territory; and this substitute was conse-| 
quently revised and amended, so as to make it con- 
form in its phraseology to the section as it now stands | 
in ihe constitution. ‘hese proceedings show that| 
the proposition to restrict the power to admit) 
new states to the territory without the original li- 


| Jefferson, in the interval between the negotiation and 
1 


| councils of the nation, in the course « 


| 
mits of the United States, was distinctly before the] 


convention, onee adopted by it, and finally rejected 
in favor of a elause making the power in this respect 
general. Whatever dillerences of opinion may exist 
as to the propriety of referring to extraneous matter 
to influence the construction of the constitution where 
its language is explicit, there can certainly be no 
objections to a resort to such aids to test the correct- 
ness of interferences, having no other bAsis than sup: 
nosed improbabilities. IL have not, therefore, been 
able to bring my mind to any other satisfactory con- 
clusion than that it was the intention of the con- 
vention to give the power of admitting new states to 
vith no other limitations than those which 
‘The language em- 


adoption and subsequent exclusion of that which is 
now referred to, together withthe subsequent and 
coutinued action of the new government, all seem to 
combine to render this interpretation of the consti- 
tution the true one. Propositions for annexation can 
certainly be imagined, of a character so unwise and 
improvident as to strike the minds of all with re- 
pugnance. Butif we look over the conceded pow- 











ers of congress, we shall also.find many others, the 
abuse of which might involve, toan equally great 
extent, the well being of the republic, and against 
which abuse the coustitution has provided no other 
safeguar Is than the responsibilities to their constitu- 
ents and to the laws of the land, of those whose 
sanction is necessary to the validity of an act of con- 
gress. Nor is it very unreasonable to suppose that 
those who based their government upon the great 
principle that itis the right of the people to alter or 
abolish it, and to institute new ones, in such forms as 
they may think most likely to eect their safety and 
happiness, should feel themselves secure in trusting 
to their representatives in the house, in the senate, 
and in the executive chair, the right to admit new 
members into the confederacy, with no other restric- 
tions than those which they have thought proper to 
specify. 

It was under this view of the constitution that the 
purchase of Louisiana in 1803, only fifteen years af- 
ter the adoption of the constitution, promising the 
incorporation of the ceded territory into the Union, 
and the admission, as soon as possible, of the inhabi- 
fants to the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, 
and immunities of citizens of the United States, was 
ratified, confirmed, and finatly executed by every 
branch of the federal government whose co-operation 
isrequired by the constitution. Ttis true, that Mr. 
submission of the treaty to the senate, threw out the 
opinion that the constitution had made no provision 
for our holding foreign territory, nor for incorporat- 
ing foreign states into the Union. The fact of his 
approving the treaty, and the laws necessary to its 
execution, must, however, be regarded as conclusive 
proof that, upon looking further into the matter, his 
opinion was changed. ‘The attemptto convince him 
of his error was made by his friend, governor Nicho- 
las, as appears by Mr. Jefferson’s letter to him; and 
I have Jittle doubt that, if his letters to Breckenridze 
and Nicholas had been published in his life-time, ov 
his attention been in any other way directed to their 
contents, he would, fro: his habitual eare in such 
matters, have avowed the change, and exolained the 
grounds on which it was based. [is equally true 
that the acceptance of the cession, as 
mission of the state, 
were contested with partisan warmth, 
importance of that great acqnisition to the ' 
prosperity, and honor of the whole Union, there can, 
however, now be no diversity of opinion. But the 
’ if time, ceased 
to be at all divided upon the question of constituttonal 
power to accept a cession of foreign territory, with a 

i 
{ 


wellas the ad- 
beeame party questions, and 
Of the vital 


satety, 


view to its ultimate admission into the Union. [| 
1819 the Spanish treaty for the cession of east an 
west Florida containing the usual stipulation for ulti. 
mate incorporat‘on into the Union, was ratified; and, 
upon the call of the names of the senators present, it 
appeared that every one voted for the ratification.— 
Upon the question of constitutional power, so far as 
that case went, the senate of the United States had, 
therefore, become unanimous. 

Certainly no remarks are necessary to show that 
there can be no possible difference produced in the 
constitutional question by the relative positions of the 
territory comprising Louistana, the Fioridas, and 
Texas, in respect to the old United States. 

Thave gone thus fully and minntely into this mat- 
ter, as well from a deep sense of the vast Importance 
of the question, as from a sincere desire to satisfy 
those of my friends who may diler from me on this 
point, and whose opinions 1 hold in the highest re- 
spect, that [have not yielded my assent hastily or 
unadvisedly tothe views I have her@taken of the 
sulyject. 

Ilaving thus given you my views upon the consti- 
tutional question, L will, with the same frankness, 
answer the remaining portion of your inquiries, viz: 
the expediency of immediately annexing Texas to the 
United States, or so soon as her consent to such an- 
nexation may be obtained. 

ITbave already referred to an application for the 
accomplishment of the same object that was made to 
whilst L was president. 


a _wornmaent he lavra2z 
this government oy Lexas, 


The history of the Texan revolution, and the then 
o,e vis a: a ey 1] 9 tt, rrohahle 
condition of that repo , aS Weil aS Lie pt IWAVDIG 
advantages to resull to both from tie proposed annex 


ation, were placed before us ina 
communication. It can scareel; j 
that the application was considered with that atten- 
tion and care which were dic to so grave a pr 
tion, and under the full influence of [ecelings o 
eere solicitude for the pros 


be ne 


perity aud permanent 
welfare of a young and neighboring stale, whose in- 
dependence we had been the first toacknowledge— 
feelings which constitute, and I sincerely hope, ever 
will constitute, the prevailing sentiment of the pco- 
ple of the United Siates. In coming to the decision 
which it became my duty to make, I was aided, in 
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addition to the other members of my cabinet, by the 
counsel and conslilutional advice of two distinguished | 
citizens of your own section of the Union, of the first 
order of intellect, great expericnce in public affairs, 
and whose devotion to their own, as well as every 
other section of the Union, was above all question.— 
The result of our united opinions was announced to 
the Texian minister, (Gen. Hunt.) in a communica- 
tion from the late Mr. Fersyth, the substance of which 
I cannot better express than by incorporating one or 
two brief extracts from it in this letter. Upon the 
general subjects, my own views, as well as thdSe of 
my cabinet, were thus stated; : 

“So jong as ‘Texas shall remain at war, while the 
United States are at peace with her adversary, the 
proposition of the ‘Texan minister plenipotentiary ne- 
cessarily involves the question of war with that ad- 
versary. The United States are bound to Mexico by 
a treaty of amity and commerce, which will be scru- 
pulousty observed on their part so jong as it can be 
reasonably hoped that Mexico will perform her du- 
ties, and respect our rights under it. The United 
States might justly be suspected of a disregard of the 
friendly purposes of the compact, if the overture of 
general Hunt were to be cven reserved for future con- 
sideration, as this would imply a disposition on our 
part toespouse the quarrel of Texas with Mexico— 
adispusition wholly at variance with the spirit of the 
treaty, with the uniform policy and the obvious wel- 
fare of the United States. 

“The inducements mentioned, by general Hunt for 
the United States to annex Texas to their territory, 
are duly appreciated; but, powerful and weighty as 
certainly they are, they are light when opposed in the 
scale of reason to treaty obligations, and respect for 

hat integrity of character by which the United States 

have sought to distinguish themselves since the esta- 
blishment of their right to claim a place in the great 
family of nations.” 

‘The intimation in general Hunt’s letter that Texas 
might be induced to extend commercial advantages 


to other nations to the prejudice of the United States, | 


was thus noticed: 
“Jt is presumed, however, that the motives by 


which Texas has been governed in making this over: | 


ture, will have equal force in impelling her to pre- 
serve, as an independent power, the most liberal com- 
mercial relations with the United States. Sucha 


»- 


spirit, by this government. "If the answer which the 
undersigned has been directed to give to the pro- 
position of general Hunt should unfortunately 
work such achange in the sentiments of that go- 
vernment as to induce an attempt to extend com- 
mercial relations elsewhere, upon terms prejudicial 
to the United States, this government will be consoled 


by the reetitude of its intentions, and a certainty that, | 


although tt 


rea by a rigid adherence to just principles, no lasting 
prosperity can be secured when they are disregarded.” 


Pat these views were not altovether satisfactory | 


to general Hunt, nor probably to his government, has 


been seen. But J think | may safely say that seldom, | 
if ever, has the decision, by this government, of a'| 


question of equal magnitude, been more decidedly or 


more unanimously approved by the people of the U.| 


se 4 


4, ‘ > ’ . ° i 
States. ‘The correspondence was, very soon aficr if 
! 


. 


1. ! " ovat . } 
toox place, communicated to congress, and although 


the public mind was at the time In 3 state of the | 


highest excitement, and the administration daily as- 


sailed through every avenue by which it was deemed | 
approachable, lam yet to see the firstsentence of | 


complaint upon that point, in any quarter of the 


U “s P cw 2 ye 
Jnion. Kven a resolution offered in the senate, de- 
Claring annexation, “whenever it could be effected 


consistently with the public fuith and treaty stipulations ef 


the United Siates, desirable,’ was ordered to be Jaid 
upon the table; and a similar disposition was made in 
the house of the papers upon the subject, which had 
been referred to the committee on foreign relations, 
and that committee discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the matter, upon its own application:— 
Nor were the friendly relations then existing between 
that republic and the United States—to its honor be 
it said—in any 


P 
decision. 
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disposition will be cheerfully met, in a corresponding | 


eh the hazard of transient losses may be incur- | 


erceptible degree impaired by this | 







ed. It is in that way only that justice can be done | tended to invalidate any right of Spain, ner lo affec 
to my intentions; and thatis ail [ desire. The an- | the employment of any means which she may yet be dis 
nexation of the territory, and the consequent assump- | posed or enubled to use, with the view ef re uniting thes 
tion by us of a responsibility to protect and defend | provinces to the rest of her dominisns.”” That these 
its inhabitants, would, in respect to the consideration | avowals were in strict conformity to the true princi- 
to which Iam about to refer, stand upon the same ples of the law of nati ns, there can be no doubt.— 
footing with that of its admission asastate. The| They were, at all events, those which this govern- 
recognition of Texas as an independent state, was a} menthas solemnly announced as its gule of action in 
measure which received, in various and appropriate | regard tageontests between rival parties for the su- 
forms, the sanction of every department of the gov-| preme power in foreign states. That the admission 
ernment, Whose co-operation was necessary to its va- | of Texas as a member of this confederacy, whiist the 
lidity, and had my hearty concurrence. From this | contest for the maintenance of the independence she 
act of our government just and proper in all respects | has acquired was still pending, and a consequent as- 
as it was; an inference has, however, been drawnand|sumption of the responsibility of protecting her 
brought to bear upon the present question, not only | against iavasion, would have been a plain departure 
very far beyond its real bearing, but by which its true | from the laws and usages of nations, and a violation 
character is entirely reversed. Many persons who | of the principles to which we had avowed our adhe- 
enter upon the consideration of the subject with the | rence in the face of the world, was too clear to be 
purest intention and are incapable of knowingly giv- | doubted. Thus believing, I had on the occasion to 
ing a false interpretation to anything conaected with | which J have referred, in the faithful discharge of the 
it, take it for granted that the United States, in re-| trust which the people had reposed in me, but one 
cognising the independence of Texas, declared to the | course to pursuc; and that was promptly, but respect- 
world, not only that she was independent in fuct, but | fully adopted. 
also that she was such of right. Acting uponthiser-| | return now to the question. Plas the condition of 
_roneous construction, they very naturally conclude, | the contest between Texas and Mexico, for the sove- 
that having gone thus far, having examined into and | reignty of the former, so far changed as to render 
passed not only upon the existence of her independ- | these principles now inapplicable? What is the attt- 
lence, but also upon her right to its enjoyment, it is| tude which these two states at this mament occupy 
now (and more especially after the lapse of several | towards each other? Are they at war, or are they 
years) too Jate to hesitate upon the question of an-|nol? We cannot evade this question if we would.— 
‘nexation on the ground of any existing controversy | To enumerate all the circumstances bearing upon it, 
upon those points. The fallacy of this reasoning will | in a communication lilke this, would be impractica- 
be apparent when it is considered that the nsage of /ble, nor is it necessary. In respect to the parties 
nations to scknowledge the government, de fuclo, of | themselves, there would seem to be no misunderstand. 
every country, was established for the express pur-| ing upon the subject. Mexico has been incessant in 
pose of avoiding all inquiry into, or the expression of her avowal, as well to our government as to others, of 
|any opinion upon, the question of right between the | the continuance of the war, and of her determination 
contending parties. ‘They acknowledge no other | to prosecute it. How does Texas regard her position 
‘power in any country than that which is in fact! in respect to the war with Menxico? Three years sub- 
supreme. They cannot inguire beyond that point! sequent to our recognition of her independense, we 
|without interfering with the internal concerns of/ find her entering into a stipulation with a foreign 
other nations—a practice which all disclaim, and | power to accept of her mediation to bring abouta 
(a disclaimer which it has been our invariable usage | cession of hostilities between her and Mexico, engag- 
‘not only to make, but to enforce with scrupu-| ing to assume a million sterling of the debt due trom 
lous fidelity, ‘To recognise the independence of Mexico to the sulijeets of that power, ifshe, through 


‘the govéTniment de facto, is also a matter of state; her influence, cbtamed from Mexico an unlimited 
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be tween her 
one mouth and atreaiy of peace in 
ist June, we see a proclamation of 


necessity; for without it, neither commercial nor) truce in respect to the war then ragin 
diplomatic intercourse between any such power and Texas with! 
and the nations of the world could be carried on with six. As Inte as 
success, and the social interests of njankind require | the president of 

| that these should not be arrested by quarrels between tilities between the two powers during the pendency 
|contesting parties, in regard to their respective right | of negotiations to be entered upon between them, is- 
lo the supreme power. Inrespect to all beyond this, | sued on the supposition that a similar proclamation 
thelaws and usages of nations require the observance | would be issued by Mexico; and actual hostilities are 
of 
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cxas, deciaring Q Suspension of hose 


tor} : » I y > 7." ; 7 ‘ a. | . , , . . ! , . . . ‘ »% 4} 
a strict neutrality between the contending parties, | now only suspended by an armistice to be continued 
|as long as the war lasts. It is due, also, from every | fora specified and short period, for the sake of nego- 
rovernment to its own citizens, to declare whena tiation. Nor are our own views upan th: point less 


revolted colony shiall be regarded as an independent explicit. Inthe published letter of the late secretary 
nation. Because “it belongs to the governmentalone | of state, to the Mexican miuister at Washington, 
| to make the declaration;” and because “untilit is| written in December last, he says: “Nearly eight 
made, or the parent state relinquishes her claims, ! years have elapsed sinee Texas declared her indepene 
courts of justice must consider the ancient state of ;dence. During all that lime Mexico has asserted her 
things as remaining unaltered, and the sovereign) right of jurisdiction an! deminion over that country, 


power of the parent state over that colony as still) and has endeavored to enforce it by arms.” In the 
to the act of recognition its true character, than to| war which has existed for so long a time between 
suppose that it has the slightest bearing upon the Mexico and Texas, has, since the battle of San Ja- 
rizhts of the parties; it bein i i¢ most part of predatory incur. 
}resorted to for the express purpose of avoiding any |sions, which, while they have been attended with 
'such construction. Such is not only the law and usage | much of suffering to individuals, and kept the borders 
of nations, but such also have been the reiterated | of the two coyntries ina state of constant alarm hare 
avowals of our own government. Ido not remember | fuiled to approach to any d-finite resull.” And after 


that the recognition of Texan independence gave rise commenting with much truth upon the insufliciency 


}subsisting.”? But nothing can be farther from giving president’s messaze to congress, it 1s stated ‘that the 
| 


as I have already said | cinto, consisted for t! 


nd 
—* 


ilo any correspondence between Mexico and our) of the armaments which Mexico has fitted out for the 


' ry . ° 1 
itischaracter. muttne rinciples upon which 


(government; and if it did, I. have not the means of | subjection of T’exas—on the length of time which has 
7 } ‘ ] ‘ } 

} elapsed since the latter declared her independence— 

}all such acts are based, were fully set forth by this |on the perseverance, nolwithstanding, in plans of re- 


rovernment upon the occasion of the recognition of | conquest hy Sicxico—on her refusal to acknowledge 


i 
< 


slauing 


ithe independence of the Spanish American States.— | the independence of Texas, and on the evils of border 
\{n the message of president Monroe, to the house of | warfare, the message adds: “The United Siates have 
| representatives, suggesting the propricty of that re- |an immediate interest in sceing 

cognition, it was expressly declared that, in propos- | state of hostilities between sico and Texas;” fol- 
ing this measure, it was **notcontemplated to change | lowing up the remark with a forcible remonstrance 
ithereby, in the slightest manner, our friendly rela- | against the continuance of the war, and a very just 
‘tions with either of the parties; but to observe in all | and impressive statement of the reasons why it should 
respects, as heretofore, should the war be continued, |cease. ‘This remonstrance is, in my opinion, entirely 


ing anend put to the 
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vik 


Standing in this position before the country, it be-| the most perfect neutrality between them.” The ‘just and perfectly proper. The government of the 


comes my duty to consider whether cither the nature 


of the question, or the circumstances of the case, | 


have so far changed as lo justify me in now advising 
a policy from which I then, inthe most solemn form, 
dissented. 

In giving to you, and, through you to the public, 
the result of a very careful and dispassionate examl- 
nation of this grave question, | should neither do jus- 
lice to yoursel{, to the patriotic state which you, in 
conjunction with others, are to represent in the con- 
vention, to the people of tie United States, nor to my 
own position, if I failed to accompany it with a briel 


exposition of the grounds upon which [ have proceed- 


/committee on foreign affairs, in their elaborate report | United States should be at all times ready to inter- 


upon the subject says: “our recognition must neces-| pose its good offices to bring about a speedy, and, as 
sarily be co-existent only with the fact on which itis | far as practi able a satisfactory adjustment of this 
| founded, and cannot survive it. While the nations | long pending controversy. lts whole influence should 
of Soyth America are actually independent, it is sim- | be exerted constantly zealously and in good faith, to 
ply to speak the truth to acknowledge them to be so. l'advance so desirable an object, and in the process of 
Should Spain, contrary to her avowed principle and ae- | time it can, without doubt, be accomplistied. But 
|Anowledged interest, renew the war for the conquest of'| W hat, my dear sir, isthe true and undisgutsed charac- 
South America, we shall, indced, regret it; but we shall | ter of the remedy for those evils, which would be ap- 
observe, as we have done between the independent parties plied by the “immediate annexation of Texas to the 


an honesi and impartial neutrality.’ The secretary of | United States?’ Is it more or less than saying to 
state, in defence of the act of recognition said to the | Mexico, We feel ourselves aggrieved by the contin- 


Spanish minister; ‘This recognition is neither iy-| vance of this war between you and Texas; we have 
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an interest in seeing it terminated; we will accom- 
plish that object by taking the disputed territory to 
ourse! ves; we will make Texas a part of the United 
States, so that those plans of reconquest which we 
know you are maturing, to be successful, must be 
made so against the power that we can bring into the 
contest; if the war is to be continued as we understand 
to be your design, the United States are henceforth 
to be regardedas one of the belligerents? © 

We must look at this matter as it really stands — 
We shall act under the eye of an intelligent, observ- 
ing world; and the affair cannot be made to wear a 
different aspect from what it deserves if even we 
had the disposition (which we have not) to throw 
over it disguises of any kind. We should corsider 
whether there is any way in which the peace of the 
country can be preserved, should an immediate an- 
nexation take place, save one—and that is, according 
to present appearances, the improbible event that 








Mexico will be deterred from the farther prosecution | 


of the war by the apprehension of our power. How 
does that matter stand? She has caused us to be in- 
formed, both at Mexico and here, ina manner the 
most formal and solemn, that she will feel herself 
constrained, by every consideration that can influ- 
ence the conduct of a nation, to regard the fact of 
annexation as an act of war on the part of the United 
States and that she will, notwithstanding, prosecute 
her attempts to regain Texas, regardless of conse- 
quences. Exceptions are, however, taken by the 
president, and I think very justly taken, to the man- 
ner in which this determination has been announced. 
The Mexican government should certainly have ap- 


plied in a becoming spirit to ours for explanation of |sion and conquest, our movements in these respects 


its intention. If it found this government under the 
impression that Mexico, although it might not be wil- 
ling to acknowledge its independence, had abandoned 
all serious hope of re-conquering Texas, Mexico 
should have assured us of our error, and remonstrated 
against any action on our part based on that errone- 
ous assumption and declared firmly, if it pleased, but 
in that courteous and respectful manner which is 
a'one suited to the intercourse between nations who 
profess to be friends, its determination to oppose us. 
Instead of taking a course, the propriety of which was 
so obvious, she first assumes, upon grouds which were 
neither proper nor safe for her to act upon, that this 
government had designs upon ‘Texas; then denounces 


the annexation as a great national crime, and forth- 
with proclaims instant war as the penalty of our per- | 


sisting in such an attempt; and all this in language 
bearing certainly (although subsequently disavowed) 
every appearance of menace. 


mother country, as well as of her descendants, in 
their diplomatic intercourse. [Every one conversant 
with the subject of Spanish relations, knows that, at 
Jeast from the time of Don Luis d’Onis to the pre- 


‘dwells with pride and delight on associations connec: | 


|real, lasting injury as < 


“yay . . y c 3 aiuar - «s aout / = 
But this isa besetting and very ancient foible of the (of such a territory, valuable as it undoubtedly is, 


sent day, this government has been frequently—not | 


to say continually—subjected to this species of dip- | nak, Seger 
Partly in consequence of the ;2@9Y principe mM the 
practise a scrupulous adherence, that would, under 


| present circumstances, justify us in interfering for its 


lomatiec dogmatism. 
genius of their language; partly from their peculiar 
temperament; much from habit, but more from a ra- 
dical defect of judgment,—they continue the use of 


where laid aside as worse than useless. But at no 
time has our government suffered its actions upon 
great national questions to be influenced by such pe- 
tulance. From the time of the modest, yet firm Ma- 
dison, to the late Mr. Upshur, (whose melancholy fate 


‘vance of an honest neutrality between nations at war 
/—we can now look through our whole career, since 


is so justly and generally lamented,) has every sece | 
retary of state, acting under the direction of the ex- 


ecutive, deemed it sufficient to place the goyernment 
and minister employing it in the wrong, by showing 
its injustice as well as its futility. We 
heretofore, as | hope we shall now, decided to act in 
the matter under consideration ina manner which 


‘and satisfaction. 


have then | 


. . | pry. > ~ 6 arty to its “Ose tion? 
language in they state papers, which better temper- | vgs rt . ir 2 “A Its a tg a we 
‘ cn . . . > « » ib »} » , y} Y e , > eC or 
ed, if not wiser diplomatists have almost every | %° made suuicrently Clear to justily us in committing 
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it? Of the consequences of such a war, the charac- 
ter it might be made to assume, the entanglements | 
with other nations which the position of a belligerent | 
almost unavoidably draws after it, and the undoubted | 
injuries which might be inflicted upon Gechincnct: | 
withstanding the great desparity of their respective | 
forces, I will not say-a word. God forbid that an 
American citizen should ever count the cost of any ap- 
peal to what is appropriately denominated the last re-| 
sort of nations, whenever that resort becomes neces- 
sary either for the safety or to vindicate the honor of 
his country. There is, [ trust, not one so base as not 
to regard himself and all he has to be forever and at 
all times subject to such a requisition. But would a) 
war with Mexico, brought on under such errcumstan- 
ces, be a contest of that character? Could we hope to 
stand justified in the eyesof mankind for entering into 
it; more especially if its commencement is to be pre- 
ceded by the appropriation to our own uses of the ter- 
ritory, the sovereignty of which is in dispute between 
‘two nations one of which we are to join in the strug- 
‘gle? This sir, is a matter of the very gravest import, | 
one in respect to which no American statesman or} 
citizen can possibly be indifferent. We have a cha-| 
racter among the nations of the earth to maintain.—- 
All our public functionaries, as well tiose who ad- 
vocate this measure as those who oppose it, how- 
ever much they may differ as to its effects, will I 
am sure, be equally solicitous for the performance | 
of this first of duties. It has hitherto been our | 
pride and our boast, that whilst the Just of power, | 
with fraud and violence in its train, has led other | 
and differentiy constituted governments to aggres-| 


! 








|have always been regulated by reason and justice. | 
|A disposition to detract from our pretensions in this 
respect, will in the nature of things be always pre-| 
valent elsewhere; and has, at this very moment,— 
and from special causes assumed, in some quarters, | 
the most rabid character. Shouid not every one, | 
then who sincerely loves his country—who venerates 
its time-honored and glorious institutions—who 





ted with our rise, progress and present condition— 
on the steady step with which we have advanced to 
our present eminence, in despite of the hostility, and | 
in contempt of the bitter revilings of the enemies of 
freedom in all parts of the glebe,—consider and that 
deeply whether we would not by the immediate an- 
nexation of Texas, place a weapon in the hands of 
those who now look upon us and our institutions with 
distrustful and envious eyes, that would do us more 
nation, than the acquisition 


could possibly repair? It is said, and truly said, that 
this war between ‘Texas and Mexico has already) 
been of too long duration. We are and must conti-| 
nue to be more or less annoyed by its prosecution, 
and have undoubtedly, as has been remarked, an in- 
terest in seeing it terminated. But can we appeal to) 
law of nations, to which we 


suppression in a manner that would unavoidably | 
Can this position 


the peace and honor of the country to its support. 


In regard to the performance by us of that duty, so | 
difhevit for any government to perform,—the obser- 


our first admission into the family of nations, not on- | 
ly without a blush, but with feetings of honest pride | 
The way was opened by President | 
Washington himself, under circumstances of the 
most difficult character, and al no less a hazard than 


‘that of exposing ourselves to plausible, yet unjust, 


-imputations of infidelity to treaty stipulations, 
| 


was deemed due to justice and to our own character, | 
without being in any degree influenced by such una- | 


vailing menaces. It is foreign to my habit, and re- 
pugnant to my feelings, to say any thing that should 
offend the pride of any nation, if the declarations of 


isued with unvarying fidelity by every one of his suc- 


| 


individuals could possibly have that eflect, being sin- | 


cerely desirous that the United States should culti- 
vate friendly relations with ail. 


But with a popula- | 


tion not equal to half that of the United States, and | 
laboring under many and serious disadvantages, from | 


which we are comparatively free, Mexico could not 


‘independence, I have no doubt. 


with propriety, be offended by the assumption that | 


this government may act as it would have done had 


no such menaces been made, without the slightest | 
danger of being regarded by the rest of the world— | 


as having been intimidated by threats of war from 
that republic. 
tion of public affairs were in my hands, 
tion then recurs, if, as sensible men, we cannot avoid 


the conclusion that the immediate annexation of |of the French revolution; they were revived in the | 


'cere wishes for their success. 
So at least I should act, if the direc-| been permitted to withdraw us from the faithful per-| 
The ques-| formance of our duty as a neutral nation. 


| 
} 
} 


The’ 
path he trod with such unfaltering steps ~and which | 
led to such beneficial results, has hitherto been pur-| 


cessors of whom it becomes me to speak. 

If our sympathies could induce a departure from | 
a policy which has so much in its commencement | 
to consecrate if, and such advantages to recommend | 
itis continuance, they would doubtless draw us to | 
he side of Texas. ‘That the happiness of her peo-| 
ple would be promoted by the maintenance of her | 
Few, if any, ef- 
orts for the extension of the blessings of free go- | 
vernment in any part of the world have been 
made since the establishment of our own indepen- 
dence, that have failed to excite our earnest and sin- 
But they have never 


They | 


were excited, and deeply too, at the commencement | 








to their severest trial in this very contest between 
Texas and Mexico. Yet, in that whole period of 
time, amidst the convulsions of empires and the law- 
lessness of power by which many of its poasessors 
have been distinguished, it has been a cardinal point 
in the administration of the affairs of this republic 
to adhere with the strictest fidelity to the rule which 
was laid down by Washington, enforced by Jefferson 
and respected with unabated sincerity by their suc- 
cessors. 

There is another circumstance which is well cal- 
culated to mislead-us upon this subject. Many, if 
not most, of the persons to be affected by the deci- 
sion of this question, were once citizens of the U. 
States, and have still their relatives and friends 
amongst us. I am not unaware of the hazard to 
which Iexpose my standing with the latter, in speak - 
ing thus unreservedly upon a point so well calculat- 
ed to excite deep feelings. This is perhaps more 
particularly applicable to that portion of my fellow 
citizens, of whom it was aptly and appropriately 
said by one of their own number, that “they are the 
children of the sun, and partake of its warmth.”— 
Yet, whether we stand or fall in the estimation of 
our countrymen, it is always true wisdom, as weil 
as true morality, to hold fast to the truth. It is, 
moreover, a consolation to know, that if to nourish 
enthusiasm is one of the effects of a genial climate, 
it at the same time seldom fails to give birth toa 
chivalrous spirit, which will not permit itself to be 
outdone in the extent or sincerity of its sacrifices at 
the shrine of patriotism. To preserve our national 
escutchcon untarnished, has, consequently, if re- 
liance can be placed upon our public archives, been 
an object of unceasing solicitude with southern 
statesmen. 


Nothing is either more true or more extensively 
known than that Texas was wrested from Mexico, 
and her independence established through the instru- 
mentality of citizens of the United States. Equally 
true is it that this was done not only against the 
wishes, but in direct contravention of the best efforts 
of our government to prevent our citizens from en- 
gaging in the enterprise. Efforts have nevertheless, 
not been wanting on the part of those who are not 
over-anxious for the credit of republican govern- 
ments, to misrepresent the views of ours in this re- 
spect—to cause il to be believed that our efforts to 
prevent unlawful participation by our citizens in 


that strugzle were insincere; that we coveted this 


portion of the territory of Mexico; and having failed 
to obtain it by fair purchase, or by negotiation, wo 
saw in this movement a preliminary step, which 
would, in the end, be equally subservient to our 
views upon Texas. Noonecan have had better 
Opportunitics of knowing how unfounded these in- 
jurious imputations were than myself. As early as 
when president Houston first went to Texas, 1 be- 
lieve in 1829, 1 was consulted by general Jackson 
upon the subject of a private letter addressed by him 


,to the honorable Mr. Fulton, now senator of tho 
| United States, then secretary of the territory of 
| Arkansas, requesting him to cause the movements of 
general Uouston to be watched, aad to apprize the 
president of the first indication on his part of any 
| intention to violate the laws of the United States by 


an armed incursion into Mexico. From that period 
to the end of general Jackson’s term of office, | am 
as we!}] satisfied as I can be of any fact, that he was 
sincerely desirous to perform his whole duty as chief 
magistrate of the country, and to prevent in this re- 
spect, the slightest violation of the laws, with the 
execution of which he was charged. Ile no doubt 
sincerely believed that the incorporation of Texas 
into the Federal Union would be alike advantageous 


_to her, to Mexico, and to the United States; and 


was ever ready to adopt all proper measures for the 
accomplishment of that object. Bnt they know very 
little of general Jackson’s true character, who can 
for a9 moment permit themselves to believe him ca- 
pable of doing, countenancing, or advising, a single 
act which he believed, or had even reason to appre- 
hend, would violate the plighted faith of his country, 
or infringe upon the duty which it owes to the great 
family of nations. To prevent our people from going 
to Texas, and einbarking in the war, was an impos- 
sibility which neither he nor any other chief ma- 
gistrate could have accomplished. If they went there 
without military organization, or armaments, and 
chose to place themselves beyond the protection of 
this government, we had no right to con‘rol their 
action; nor do other governments exercise any such 
right in similar cases. [For the suppression of mili- 
tary enterprises, organized and armed here against a 
nation with which we are at peace, the provisions of 
our laws are ampie. But of the difficulties of en- 
forcing them with a frontier and seaboard like those 
which open our communication with Texas, no sen- 
{ 


Texas would, in al! human probability, craw after jt | struggle of the South American states for the estab-| sible and well informed mind can be ignorant. 
a war with Mexico, can it be expedicnt to attempt ‘lishment of their independence; they have been put 


For the voluntary action of our goverameut in re- 
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gard to the subject of annexation, we can have no 
such explanation to give. The acquisition of so valua- 
ble a territory by means which are of questionable 
propriety, would be a departure from those just 
principles upon which this government has ever 
acted, and which have excited the admiration and 
secured the respect of the dispassionate and enlight- 
ened friends of freedom throughout the world. But | 
I am very sure that we shall all, in the end, so act) 
upon this subject as to put it out of the power of sod 
natural enemies of republican institutions to make 











any plausible charge of infidelity to our avowed | 
principles in respect to it. Nooné was more deeply 
sensible of the necessity of the greatest prudence in | 
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done, I will not undertake to say, or to conjecture. 
But that the people of Texas—so many of whom 
carry in their veins the blood of our revolutionary 
ancestors—thousands of whom are thoroughly im- 
bued with democratic principles—who achieved by 
their own gallantry that independence which we 
were the first to acknowledge— who have establish- 
ed and subsequently maintain institutions similar to 
our own} that such a people and such a government 
will ever be found capable of sending a minister to 


the crowned heads of Europe, to barter away their 


young and enterprising republic, and all that they 
have purchased with their blood, to the highest bid- 
der, is what I cannot believe; in the possibility of 


this particular, or more anxious to secure its ob- | ‘so apostate and unnatural a connexion?” I can have 


servance, than general Jackson. As late as Decem- 


tion—he thus expresses himself, in a special mes- 
sage to the senate: “But there are circumstances in 


| 
ber, 1836—only a few months before the reeogni- | 


no faith. 

It isalso apprehended by many, that the British 
authorities, will atlemptto make Texas a British 
colony or dependency. I find it dificult to credit the 


the relations of the two countries which require us | existence of such infatuation on the part ofany Bu- 


to act, on this occasion, with even more than our 
wonted caution. ‘texas was once claimed as a part 


ropean power. I cannot bring myself to believe 
that any European government which has not already 


of our property; and there are those among our citi-, made up its mind to provoke a war with this coun- 


zens who, always reluctant to abandon that claim, 
cannot but regard with solicitude the prospect of the 
reunion of the territory to this country; a large pro- 
portion of its civilived inhabitants are emigrants 
from the United States, speak the same language 
with ourselves, cherish the same principles, politi- 
cal and religious, and are bound to many of our ci- 
tizeus by tics of friendship and kindred blood; and, 
more than all, itis known that the people of that 
country have instituted the same form of govern- 
ment with our own, and have, since the close of your 
Jast session, openly resolved on the acknowledgment 
by us of their independence, to seek admission into 
the Union as one of the federal States. This last 
circumstance is a matter of peculiar delicacy, and 
forces upon us considerations of the gravest charac- 
ter. The title of Texas to the territory she claims, 
is identified with her independence. She asks us to 
acknowledge that title to the territory, with an 
avowed design to treat immediately of its transfer 
to the United States. Ji becomes us to beware ofa 
too early movement, as it might subject us, however 
unjustly, to the imputation of seeking to establish 
the claims of our neighbors to a territory, with a 
view to its subsequent acquisition by ourselves.” 

It has been urged, from a quarter entitled to great 
respect, and reasoned, too, with no inconsiderable 
degree of cogency, that the acquisition of Texas 
now, in the mode proposed, would be liable to no 
greater objection than the accomplishment of the 
same object would have been either in 1827 or 1829, 
when it was attempted by two successive adiminis- 
trations to purchase it from Mexico. IfI were to go 
into a discussion of this question, and the facts neces- 
sariby connected with it, I should be writing a book 
instead of a letter; nor is it necessary that [ should. 
] will therefore content myself with saying, that with 
every disposition to look at thesubject in all its bear 
ings with an impartial eye, [ have not been able to 
see the analogy which is claimed to exist between the 
two cases. But if it were cven admitted that the able 
men who were, at those respective periods, at the 
head of the government, under strong convictions of 
the importance of the acquisition of ‘Texas to the U. 
States, so far precipitated their measures for the 
accomplishment of that object, us to have endanger- 
ed the good faith and pacific relations of the United 
States, (which | do not admit), we could still only 
felicitate ourselves on their failure, but could not 
thereby justify the present movement, if it 1s not 
right in itself, and capable of justification on other 
grounds. J by no means contend that a formal re- 
cognition of the independence of Texas by Mexico 
is necessary to justify us in assenting to her annexa- 
tion to the United States. Time and circumstances 
may work sucha change in the relations between 
those two countries, as to render an act of that cha- 
racter, on the part of Mexico, unnecessary and un- 
important. What I mean to say, is, that from all 
the information | have been able to acquire upon the 
subject, no change has yet taken place in those re- 
lations that would make the objections, which | have 
here detailed, inapplicable. 

It is said, also, that if ‘Texas is not acquired n 
the opportunity will be forever lost—that som 


‘try, will ever attempt to colonize Texas, either in 
form or in substance. 


soon lose most of their importance; for opportunt- 


ties would not then be slow in presenting them. | 
selves for the conquest of whatever territory might, | 


in that event, be deemed necessary to our security, 
in legitimate self defence. 


as has, to the same extent as other independent pow- | 


ers, the rizhtto dispose of as she thinks proper; sub- 
ject only to the penalties which are certain, sooner 
or later, to follow in the wake of national injustice. 
But European colonization of Texas is another and 
avery different matter—a matterin respect to the 
ultimate consequence of which no European nation 
can possibly deceive either herself or us. I have no 
‘access to the sources of true information in respect 
to the degree of credit which may be due to these 
rumors; but our government ought, without doubt, 


to exercise amost jealous vigilance against the ex-) 
tension of British influence, and indeed foreign infl- | 


uence, or dominion of any kind, or from any quar- 
ter, either in Texas, or in any portions of the conti- 
nent bordering on the Gulf of Mexico. If the time 
‘ever comes when the question resolves itself into 
whether Texas sha!l becomea British dependency 
or colony, or a constitutional portion of this union, 
the great principle of self-defence, applicable as 
well to nations as to individuals, would, without 
doubt, produce as great a unanimity amongst us in 
favor of the latter alternative, as can ever be ex- 
pected on any great question of foreign or domestic 
policy. 
| Having now replied, in the fullest and frankest 
/manner, to both the questions which vou have pro: 
} 
ing sincerely anxious to put you, and others occupy- 
ing the same position, in possession of my views and 
opinions upon the whole subject, as far as they can 
with propriety be now formed and expressed, I will 
go a few steps farther. 


sions of great questions can be safely anticipated by 
those whose subsequent duty it may become to pass 
-upon them; butto justify such a course, those ques- 
tions must be such as are unavoidably dependent 
upon circumstances and considerations of a fixed 
and settled character. 
gard this as being, in all its respects, a case of that 
|description. Itis a matter allecting our foreign re- 
| lations, in respect to whichevery enlightened nation 
makes it a rule to avoid, as far as practicable, public 
| anryinciation of its proceedings and intentions be- 
| 





yoras what is deemed necessary either to justify its 


past course, or to make others sensible of its deter- | 
'mination to resist aggression, whether present or | 
! 5o 


| prospective. As the action of the executive upon 
, all questions that aifect our relations with other 
| countries, must be more or less influenced by their 
conduct towards us, it is, in general, desirable that 
his future course should not be ambarrassed by assu- 
rances given at a period when no safe opinion could 
be formed of what that conduct would be. In re- 
spect even to motives of a domestic character, it 


other power will acquire if; and, indeed, some of | could scarcely be deemed consistent with that pru- 


the rumors of the day have gone so far as to say 
that the Texan minister is already instructed, in case 
of failure here, to proceed forthwith to Europe, with 
full authority for the accomplishment of that ob- 
ject. We must not forget, that besides great public 
considerations, there are extensive private interests 
involved in this matter; and we may therefore well 
be distrustful of the thousand rumors which are 
Srom day to day put afloat upon this subject. 
a comparatively few individuals, acting under the 
influence of personal interest, may not desire tohave 


| dence and calm discretion which, in public as well 
| as private affairs, is of such inestimable value, to 
bind ourselves in advance in respect to the particu- 


| lar line of conduct we will hereafter adopt in a case | 


/of such magnitude as the present. When the period 
for definitive action shall have arrived, the conside- 
rations now taken into view may have lost its weight 


| they at present possess in the estimation of the pub-| 
What) lic; and others, not .ow regarded as of any value, 


'may, in the mean time, arise to affect materially, if 
‘not to change, the whole aspectofthe subject. The 


If there be any such power, | 
the considerations to which {have adverted, would | 


Commercial favors Tex- | 


pounded to me, | might here close this letter; but be-- 


. ° . ! 
Occasions do sometimes present themsclves, in| 
the administration of public affairs, when the deci- 


I have not been able to re- | 








———— 


and ‘Texas may soon be so far changed as to weaken, 
and perhaps to obviate entirely, the objections 
against the immediate annexation of the latter to 
the United Siates, which I have here set forth, and 
to place the qnestion on different grounds. Should 
such a state of things arise, and I be found in charge 
of the responsible duties of president, you may be 
assured that I would meet the question, if then pre- 
sented to me, with asincere desire to promote the 
result which I believed best calculated to advance 
the permanent welfare of the whole country. In 
the discharge of this, the common duty of all our 
public functionaries, | would not allow myself to be 
influenced by local or sectional feelings. “L am not, 
IT need hardly say to you, an untried man in respect 
to my disposition or ability to disregard any feeling 
of thatcharacter m the discharge of official duties. 
/You,as wellas allothers, have therefore at least 
some grounds on which to form an opinion as to the 
probable Gdelity with which these assurances would 
| be observed. 





| Ishall adda few words on another aspect of the 
question, and then dismiss the subject. Mexico may 
carry her persistance in refusing to acknowledge the 
independence of Texas, and in destructive but fruit- 
less efforts to reconquer that state,so far as to pro- 
duce, in connexion with other circumstances, a de- 
cided conviction on the part of a majority of the 
people of the United States, that the permanent 


_welfare, if not absolute safety to all, make it neces- 
sary that the proposed annexation should be effected, 
be the consequences what they may. The question 
may be asked, what, under such circumstances, 
would be the use you would make of the executive 
power, if intrusted to your hands? Would it be 
| wielded to defeat, er to carry into effect the ascer- 
tained wishes of our people? My reply to sucha 
supposition is, that Ican conceive of no public ques- 
tions, in respect to which it is more eminently pro- 
per that the opinions and wishes of the people ofthe 
(different states, should be consulted, and being as- 
certained, treated with greater respect than those 
which relate either to the admission of a new mem- 
ber into the confederacy, or the aequisition of addi- 
tional territory, with a view to such a result; and 
that, if any application for annexation, under such 
circumstances, were made to me, I would fee} it to 
be my duty to submit the same to congress fora pub- 
lic expression of their opinion, as well upon the 
propriety of annexation,as in regard to the terms 
upon which it should take place. If, after the 
whole subjecthad been brought before the country, 
and fully discussed, as it now will be, the senate and 
house of representatives, a large portion of the for- 
-mer,and the whole of the latter having been chosen 
by the people, after the question of annexation had 
been brought before the country for its mature con. 
sideration, shouldexpress an opinion in favor of ane 
nexation, | would hold it to be my farther duty to 
employ the execulive power to carry into full and 
fair effect the wishes of a majority of the people of 
| the existing slates, thus constitutionally and solemnly 
/expressed. 

There may, notwithstanding, be those, on both 
sides of this great question, who are unwilling to cone 
fer their suffrages on one who is not prepared to give 
them specific pledges in regard to the course he 
would, if elected, pursue in respect to the various 
aspects in which this matter may hereafter be pre- 
sented. To ail such I have only to say—and I do 
so with the greatest sincerity—that I have not the 
slightest disposition to question their right so gto 
‘regulate their conduct, and will be the lastto com- 

plain of its exere:se. If there be any one who they 
| believe can be more safely intrusted with their inte- 
restin this orany other of the great questions of 
public policy which are likely to arise in the admin- 
istration of the government, or whose assurances as 
,to his future course are more satisfactory to them, 
they will, without doubt, be well warranted in giv 
ing him the preference, and they may be assured 
that no one will more cheerfully acquiesce ina de- 
cision made from such motives, than myself. Ihave 
expressed a willingness to discharge, to the best of 
my abilities, the responsible duties of the high office 
‘in question, should the democracy of the U. Siates 
' be able and willing to re-elect me to the same. But 
| I can take no steps to obtain it by which my ability 
|to discharge ms duties impartially and usefully to 
every portion of our common country would be im- 
|paired; nor can I in any extremity, be induced to 
easta shade over the motives of my past life, by 
changes or concealments of opinions maturely for- 
med upon a great national question, for the unworthy 
purpose of increasing my chances for political pro- 
inmotion. 

Lam, sir, very respectfully, your friend and obe- 
dient servant, M. VAN BUREN. 

Lion. W. H. Hammet. 
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FROM THE OLD CHARGE OF BARGAIN AND INTRIGUE, 
Tu the house of representatives, April 23, 1844. 

Mr. White would send to the clerk the remarks of 
the old and distinguished editor of the party touching 
these proceedings of the congress of the United 
Siates: 

From the Richmond Enquirer of February 10, 1825. 

**As to the other questions upon which we publish 
this day sneh copious debates, we do not hesitate to 
say that Mr. Clay has met the charge asa man ought 
to mect it. His fearless promptitude and open de- 
fiance are the surestindications of his innocence.— 
This combined with avowals from almost all quar- 
ters of the house, and the uniform information in the 
last letters from that cily, can leave no doubl of the 
result of the investigation, nor does Mr. Kremer } 
shrink, but we suspect he will seek to escape by a 
sort of special pleading such as Mr. McDutlie hes 
thrown into his amendment. Be it as it may, the 
inquiry is begun and ought to be prosecuted with en- 
ergy; the whole matter should be probed to the bot- 
tom;no loop-hole ought to be left to hang a single 
doubt on, for in times Iike these the people will ex- 
pect their representatives not only to be chaste, but 
free from all suspicion. Mr. Clay is innocent of this 
charge. We are fully prepared to sce the committee 
acquit him of this imputation of birtering his vote | 
for an office.” 

Mr. Ritchie, (continued Mr. W.) with all these | 
facts before him, says that Mr. Clay is innocent of | 
this charge. Now, if this old retailer of slander 
was satisfied, from a full view of ali the facts of the | 
case, that Mr. C lay was innocent of the charge, how | 
condemned must he stand before the civilized wor] 
repeating this charge! 

Mr. W. would now call to the stand honorable | 
Thomas H. Benton. In a letter written December 
7, 1827, Mr. Benton said: 











“Wasnincton, Dec. 7, 1827. 

“Sin: Your letter of the J9th ultimo, covering 
the Lexington Virginia Intelligencer of that date, 
has been duly received, and in answer to the ingui- | 
ries you put to me, I have to state that the article to | 
Which you invite my attention is substantially, not 
verbally correct, so far as it represents me as saying 
that | was informed by Mr. Clay in the fore part of 
mecenibver, 1824, that he intended to vote for Mr. 
Adams. There is no mistake in the date, as a visit | 
which I made to your part of Virginia aboutthat time | 
enables me to fix it with certainty. J left Washing. | 
ton, on a visit, about the 15th of December, and had 
received the information of Mr. Clay before I set | 
out, and told it, while absent, in the family of my) 
father-in-law, Colonel McDowell, of your county. 
But the inference so much insisted upon, that | must 
have told the same thing to Mr. Eaton and other of 
his political frends, is wholly erroneous; for, having 
no authority from Mr. Clay to promulgate his inten- | 
tions, J only spoke of them in the bosom of a pri-| 
vate family at two hundred miles distant from Washe | 
ington. Since toat period, and especially during the 
present summer, have on several occasions, and 
sometimes in the presence of political opponents, | 
when the course of conversation led me to it, men-| 
tioned what I knew of Mr. Clay’s early intention to | 
vote for Mr. Adams; and in this way I came to speak |: 
of it again, some two or three weeks since, in the | 
house of my father-in-law, where I had first spoken | 
of it near three years ay x0. and whence, with 
additions and variations, without the privity of any 


some 


cne present at the conversation, it has crept into the | 
} 
' 


paper which you have sent me. No one ever asked | 
my le ave to publish what I said; if any one had, the 
authors of the publication in the Lexington paper 
might have been spared an office which must have 
been inexpressibly painful to their eet ible 
as I should not have refused the administration ary | 
testimony - my favor to give, notwithstanding the 
character ¢ ‘the war which the great b ty of their | 
forces are carrying on against me. 
“Yo urs, respec fully, 
THOMAS il. LENTON.” 


This letter (said Mr. WW.) proved not only that Mr. 
Clay’s bitterest opponents considered him innocent of | 
the harge P but ii « 
this « ane which was most important—that, before 
the congress convened, before the presidental elec- 
tion took place in this body, Mr. Ciay had disclosed | 
his intention to vote for Mr. Adams, not only to Mr. 
Bes iton, but to a number of other individuals; that 
he had no secrets or disguise in all his conversations 
about it. 

Mr. W. now 
to the testimony ef another p 
the charge of bargain and sale. He 


asked the attention of the commiitee 
litical opponent upon 
yould read ‘an 
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‘ea for Sete efter Mr’ 
C rawford’ 3 chance of success was over. ‘So this ef- 
fect, I wrote to Mr. Clay in terms of perfect frank- 
ness. 5 * % * * OF is it 


extract seats a Jeter of Mr. Bochasen to ‘the Lai son, ond. that 1 would tiers 
caster Journal, dated August 8, 1827: 

**] called upon Gen. Jackson on the occasion which 
[ have mentioned, solely as his friend, upon my own 
individual responsibility, and notas the agent of Mr. | because | do not believe Henry Clay, along with the 
Clay or any other person. 1 never have been the | western delegation who sided with him, to have been 
the ‘political friend of Mr. Clay, since he became a_ bought and sold for which, if cuilty, he and they de- 
candidate for the office of president, as you very well, ser ved to be gibbeted, and that IT am therefore bound 
know. Until l saw Gen. Jackson’s letter to Mr. Be- | to support an administration which may oppose all 





| subs tantiate at all the ch “: re. * 


lof slander liad been so fully 


i but in every paper in this district claiming to be de- 


» feelings, | 


stablished a facet connected with | 


verly of the 5th ultimo, and at the same time was in-| my convictions of praper policy?” 


formed by a letter from the editor of the United | 
States Telegraph, that I was the person to whom he | 
alluded, the conception never entered my mind that, 
he believed me to have been the agent of Mr. Clay , 
and his friends, or that I intended to propose terms. 
of any kind for them, or that he could have ye 
me capable of expressing an ‘opinion that it wa 
right to fight such intriguers with their own wea-. 
pons.’ 
“Tf had no authority from Mr. Clay or his friends | 
to propose any terms to Gen. Jackson in relation to | 
their votes. Nor did | ever make any such proposi- 
tion; and I trust I would be as incapable of becoming | 
a messenger upon such an occasion, as it was known 
Gen. Jackson would be to receive such a message.’ | 
It will be recollected (said Mr. W.) that this was | 
the witness with whom this foul charge of slander | 
and defamation had its origin. Gen. Jackson had) 
repeated the slander on the testimony of Mr. Bu-- 
chanan, and from him this individual, Carter Bever- 
ily, had reecived the yt a which he had made pub- 
lic. Carter Beverly at that time had been an enemy 
of Mr. Clay; he had ‘ved long enough to come to his 
senses. Be fore his death, although he had slep over 
this charge for years, perhaps in view of his grave, 
he had been prompte "d to aw ard justice to an injured 
and innocent man; and had come out with his un-! 
qualified denial and refutation of the charge. And 


|(said Mr. W., addressing the chairman,) [ predict 


that before you and some other gentlemen shall have | 
descended to the tomb, when the vioience of party 
‘feelings shall have had time to subside and party 
blind shall have fallen from your eyes, and the 
eyes of others, and all thuse prejudices which are cal- 
culated to delude and bew ilder the human mind and 


{ 
lead to false conclusions shall have been dissipated, 


that you and others will write, declaring the inn O: 
cence of this man. Now hear what this dying man 
said. Mr. W. read from a letter of Carter Beverly 
to Mr. Clay as follows: 

“ft will be no doubt matter of some astonishment 
to you in receiving from me the present address. j 
will not preface it with any kind of apology, because 
in doing it, I justify mys mind in the discharge of an 
act of Conscience, and a duty that I feel the utmost 
pleasure in performing. 

‘Although the time is quite far gone since I be- 
came very innocently instrumental in circulating 
throughout the country avery great attack on your 
character and virtue as a gentleman, and certainty a 
very bidey: one asa public man, | feel exceedingly de- 
sirous to relieve you, as far as 1 can, from tlie slan 
der, and my own feelings from the severe compune- | 
tion that is within me, to have been, though neither. 


| direetly or indirectly, your personal accuser, yet that 


| ee — d treet ito the re >present tation of an 
attack upon yo * * * * 
“Eg again say, “that Jam most thoroughly convinced 
that you were most untruthfully, and, therefore, un- 
justly treated; for I have never seen any evidence to 


t %& 
ARTER BEVERLY.’ 

Ww. eodiowians while this old charge 

refuted by the testimony 

iemies of Mr. wring they found it re- 

not only in the Richmond papers, 


Ke . 
Now, (Mr. 


of the very er: 
vived and refuted, 
ys 
'mocrat Oo > oftici ial. Mr. Ritchie had gg ated this 
shea; onl the presidential organ here, “the Mad)- 
sonian,” bad oad it without any comment, save at 
ithe close the words 
| Holy Writ this expression 
tioning of this most infamous and unfound: 


j 


to pe rvert it lo the sane- 


phate eye and under whose hand this charge was 
|now being repeated, said, m other days, when he had 
| some little regard to truth and justice? Mr. W. read 
‘from a letter of Mr. Tyler of the 14th February, 
| 18 27, as follows: 

“In adverting to that Jetter, I shall content myself | 
) with stating its substance, but if Mr. Clay shall see | 
; cause to gratify the appetites of newspaper editors, 
jhe is at liberty to publish it. 
|to complain of it. Itis, then, perfectly true that | 
wrote to Mr. Clay in the spring of 1825. Itis also 
true that | approved of his course growing out of 
the presidential election, and concurred with him 
most emphatically in the result of bis vote. It is 
equally so, that | esteemed Mr. Adams as decidedly 
better ‘qualified for the presidency than Gen. Jack- 





| friends? 


‘pressed my above mentioned motive: 


| choice between Mr. 


oT rt ‘2 oh king @! + eka from | 


ed jibe L— | 
Now, w hat had this man,the present executive,under | 


I shall have no cause | 


‘Now, he asked his colleague, as a cardid and fair 
man, whilst he was permitting ¢ garbled statements of 
the testimony taken in the Kentucky legislature in 
the investigation of this foul charge of bargain and 
sale, why it was that he had sup pressed the testimo- 
ny of Jepthah Dudley, cne of his own political 
And why he had suppressed various depo- 
sitions that had been elicited in vindication of the 
character of this man? Here was testimony, and 
testimony of his colleague’s own particular friends, 
which it would make him blush to read, and ihen to 
read his own remarks on the subject. 

Now Mr. W. had done with the testimony of Mr. 
Clay’s political enemies, and he thought that any set 
of men, that any tribunal, would be compelled, from 
this evidence, to pronounce him innocent of this foul 
charge. 

He would now read the testimony of some distin- 
guished gentlemen, who alone could speak, because 
they had been part and parcel— one or two of them 
—of the transaction itself; and he would submit 


their testimony, making all due allowance for men 


speaking of affairs in which they themselves had been 
participators. He would first read a short extract 
from a distinguished foreigner, whose testimony 


could not be questioned by any man on this floor— 


who had no interest under heaven, either in vindicat- 
ing or in condemning this man. Jle would read from 
the statement of Gen. Lafayette: 

“My remembrance concurs with yourown on this 


‘point: that in the latter end of D ecember, either be- 


fore or after 
the presidential 


my visit to Annapolis. you being out of 
candidature, and after having ex- 
s of forbearance, 

allowed myself 
pecting your 


I, by way of confidential exception, 
to put a simple, unqualified question re 
clecti: neering guess ane your intended volte. Your 
answer Was, that in your « pinion the actual state of 
health of Mr. Crawford had limited the contest toa 
Adams and Gen. Jackson; that 
aclaim founded on military achievements did not 
meet your preference s and that you had concluded to 
vote for Mr. Adams. 

IIe must now call the te 
ed 38 yan from 


stimony ofthe distinguish- 
(Mr. Adaims,) 


Massachusetts, 


‘who had been a part and parcel in the transaction, 


and to whose testimony the present generation and 
posterity would not give that weight it was entitled 
to. He would first read from his jleiter to the New 
Be sey committee after he had retired from the pre- 
ential chair: 

“6 pon him (Mr. Clay) the fonlest slanders have 
been showered. Long known and appreciated, as 
successfully a member of both houses ef your nation- 
al legislature, as the unrivalled speaker, and at the 
same time most efficient leader of debates in one of 
them; as an able and successful negotiator for your 
ite rests in war and in peace, with Ast s) powers; 
Andasa powerful candidate for the highest oflice e of 


a 


| Your trust—the departinent of stale itseif was a st \- 
| tien which, 


by its bestewal, could confer neither profit 
nor honor upon him, but upon which he has shed un- 
fading honor by the masner in which he discharged 
its duties. Prejudice and passion have charged him 
with obtaining that office by bargain and corruption. 


| Before you, fellow citizens, ia the presence ef our country 


and cf Heaven, 1 pronouNcy THAT CHARGE TOTALLY 
|unrounbep. This tribute of justice is due from me 
to hin, and I seize with pleasure the opportunity 
alli ried me by your letter of discharging the cbli- 
gation.’ 

This dit nzuished patriot and statesman, (continu- 
(ed Mr. yh on a more recent occasion. not having 
'sought the opportunity himself, but having been call- 

ed on during ais western tour bya oe re- 
nded in this lan guage to this same charge 

“Ithank you, sir, for the opportunity you have 
| given me of speaking of the great statesman who 

was associated with me in the administration of the 
general government, at my earnest solicitation—who 
i belongs not to Kentue ‘ky alone, but to the whyle 

| Union; and is not only an honor to this state and this 
nation, but to mankind. ‘Phe charges to which you 
refer | have, after my term of service had expired, 
and it was proper for me to speak, denied before the 
whole country; and I here reiterate and reaflirm that 
denial; and as | expect shortly to appear before my 
God, to answer for the conduct of my whole lile, 
should those charges have found their way to the 
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Throne of Eternal Justice, I will, in the presence of 
Omnipotence, pronounce them false.” 

Was this the language (asked Mr. W.) of a man 
declaring falsehood and untruth? Did it appear that 
a declagation of this character, if false, would be 
rade by a man solemnly appealing to that God in 
whose presence he was conscious he was soon to ap- 
pear, either for approbation or for condemnation?— 
What man is there in this country so base as now to 
repeat this foul, this malicious, this branded tibel? 

Mr. W. was further proceeding, when his remarks 
were terminated by the expiration of the allotted 
hour. 


Neen eee ee — ee 





V Ww ENT Y-EIGIITILT CONGRESS, 
FIRST SESSION, 








SENATE. 


Apru. 25. A message wes received announcing 
the death of the honorable Pierre Evariste Bossiere 
a representative from the state of Louisiana, where- 
upon— 

Mr. Johnson rose and said, in substance, that, very 
unexpectedly to him, it became his melancholy duty 
to announce formally to the senate the death of the 
Hon. Pierre E. Bossiere, a representative from the 
state of Louisiana, who died last night, after a long 
and lingering illness, which fad been borne with all 
that resignation, calmness, and fortitude, that became 
the Christian. Although his personal acquaintance 
with the deceased was limited, yet his moraf worth 
and virtue were not unbroken to him. 

Mr. Bossiere had served in the legislature of his 
native state with honor to himself and usefulness to 
the country, and the station to which he had been 
elevated by the suffrages of his fellow citizens was 
full evidence of the high esteem in which he was 
held at home. In private life no man was more loved 
and respected. There were impersonated in him 
all those noble, generous, and chivalrous qualities 
for which the Creoles of Louisiana are so pre-emi- 
nenily distinguished. 


} 


clover him with tender care and assiduity while 


living, and received his last sigh, which was yielded | 
ln conelusion, Mr. Johnson of- | 


without a strugele. 
fered the usual resolutions of condolence, which 
were unanimously adopted. 

And the senate adjourned. 

Apniz 26. The senate having adjourned till the 
29th, the members attended in a body the funeral of 
the late honorabl 
from Louisiana. 


Apnit 29. Several memorials were presented 


avainst any chanve in the present tariff; also others | eer : ; 
" J Rs ee 0 ods: FS | upon the preliminary question, we should never get! 
; « i 


against annexation of Texas. 

On motion of Mr. Bayard a resolution was adopted 
calling for naval estimates for the improvement of 
Pensacola H irbor. 

Tite post office bill. he bill to reduce the rates of 


postage and {oO restrict aduses of the franbing privi- | 


leze was taken up on its passage. 
the question on which— 
lessrs. Bagby, Benton, and Hannegan stated seve- 


Aa 
o 


rally some reasons why they could not vote for the | 


bill ia its present form. 
Phe question was then taken, and the bill was pass- 
ed by the following vote: 


YW AS—Messrs. Arche, Atherton, Bayard, Buch- 
i » Clayton, Crittenden, Dayto a Maufield, Francis, 
ienderson, Huntington, Jarnagin, Mangum, Merrick, 
Hearce, Porter, Rives, Simuions, Sturgeon, Upham, | 
' Woodbridge, Woodbury—23. 
os \Ys Mi srs. Allen, Atchison, Baghy, Barrow, 
penton, Breese, Fuster, l'ulon, Hannegan, Huger, John- | 
sou. MeDoillie, Semple, Sevier— 14. 

ficiariff. ‘The senate then resumed the conside- 


ration of the report of the committee on finance on 
tlie subject of the tariff. 

Mr. Dayton, arose and addressed the senate for 
two hours in vindication of the tariff of 1842. Hav- 
nz concluded, 

The senate went into executive session on motion 
O! Mr. Critte iden, aud thereafter adjourned. 


Aprit 30. Mr. 


“Appearance cf Nir. Niles. Fai 


Jield presented the credentials of John M. Niles as 


Gers 
ak 


senator in congress for six years from the 4th of 
Siarch last. Mr. Miles took his seat immediately 
upon the right of Mr. Allen. 

‘The credentials having been read, Mr. Jarnagin 
Said that there were circumstances attending this 
case which made it his imperious duty to interpose 
his objections. The gentleman who now claimed 
his seat had been in the city for several weeks with- 
Out presenting his credentials. This fact was known 
to all, and it was equally well known that he had 
been afflicted with a painful dispensation of provi- 
dence. He felt it, therefore, to be his duty to move 
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a committee of investigation—a duty owed alike to 
the gentleman and the whole American people. 
Mr. Fuirfield said thathe had been for some time a 


him when here before. 





It was his good fortune to have | 
had with him the partner of his bosom, who watch- | 


‘ 
e P. E. Bossiere, representative | 


Previous to taking | 


nounce him as well qualified to perform the duties of 
'senator as any one on the floor, That he had been 
afilicted and still suffered under pliysical debility he 
did not deny: while for himself he protested against 
the right of the senate to adopt the course proposed. 
He was instructed to say that the senator from Con- 
necticut waived all objection to it and would freely 
abide by the investigation. 

Mr. Jarnagin introduced a resolution proposing 
that a select committee of five senators be appointed 
to inquire into the capacity of the senator elect from 
Connecticut to take the oath of office, and also to in- 
quire into his election, qualifications, &c. 

The resolution gave rise to debate, and it was 
amended by adopting a simple resolution inguiring 
into the capacity of the senator to take the prescribed 
oath. 

After some debate between Messrs. Tuppan, Crit- 
tenden, Allen, and Buchanan, the resolution was 
adopted, and the following committee was appointed 
under it:—Messrs. Jarnagin, Berrien, Benton, Wright, 
and McDuffie. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Taunspay, Aprin 25. 
;nounced the death of 
| whereupon the house adopted resolutions of respect 
and sympathy, &c. and adjourned. 


Mr. Slidell, arose and an- 





Frivay, Aprin 26. The house didnot sit, being en- 
‘gaged in attendance at the funeral of the late hon. 
P. ki, Bossiere, of Louisiana. 

Saturpay, Aprir27. Mr. WeKay’s tariff bill. Mr. 
Dromgeole moved a resolution proposing that al] de- 


| 6th of May, at 4 o’clock. He had not offered the 
| resolution without consultation with gentlemen of 
|all parties. His own view was thatthe debate should 
| end on Wednesday or ‘Thursday of next week. He 
| proposed two weeks from the time the debate com- 
| menced. 

| Mr. Kennedy said, as two days had been lost of the 


the Gih be named. 


Mr. Barnard, of N. Y., thought it was too early to ||" 


"Ss 
Mr. Vinton thought the regular order of business 
| should not be disturbed. The house by a large vote 
i had set apart three days for district business. 


| 
| name a day for terminating the debate. 


i 

/ upon the early day. 

Mr. Hamlin thought if the debate was to go on, 
/at the main question at all. He concurred with the 
gentleman from Virginia, that Monday, the Gih o! 
’ , 
ithe bill. Hethought as the mivority were rarely 
| courteous it did not become the majority to be so to 
i them. 


the house refused to second, ayes 70, nays 75. 
| Mr. 
May instead of the 6th for the terminating of the de- 
bate. 

Mr. Broadhead moved to lay the resolution upon 
the table. 

Decided in the affirmative by 88 yeas to 83 nays. 


| pended its rules by a vote of 105 to 52, in order to 

| go into the committee of the whole on the tarilf. 
Mr. Belser, of Alabama, then addressed the com- 

mittee for an hour in opposition to the doctrine of 


j 
| create works of internal improvement, and decrease 
| the rates of postage in order to dispose of the money 
which he said would accrue from the tariff of 1842. 
| Mr. B. said there was 
| protect domestic manufactures. 
|before the house, he regarded it in many of its 
| features a protective tariff. He might vote for this 
bill in order to destroy the tariff of 1842. Mr. B. 
replied to Mr. Wethered, of Md., and referred to his 
exhibition of manufactured goods in the hall of the 
house. They had been protected, or they could not 
lave been made and sold so cheap. 

Mr. Broadhead, arose and claimed Pennsylvania 
as in favor of the tariif and as always having been a 


In regard to the bill 





| promise act, but she had sustained all the tarilf acts 
| —that of 1828, which was more protective than the 
| tariff of 1842. 


| and James Madison. He argued that there was pow- 
_ in the constitution to pass a tariff bill. 
Mr. Slidell, of Louisiana, arose and argued that 


. . | 
fellow boarder with Mr. Miles, and he had known) 
Hie would undertake to pro- | 


Pierre Evariste Bossiere, | 


bate should close upon the tariff bill, on Monday, the | 


present week he would suggest that two days beyond 


Mr. Weller was in favor of terminating the debate | 


May, would afford ample time for the discussion of | 
Mr. Hamlin moved the previous question, which | 


C. J. Ingersoll proposed to name the Sth of 


On motion of Mr. Dromgoole, the house then sus- | 


protection, the effect of which he said would be to| 


no constitutional power to} 


tariffstate. Pennsylvania had not sustamed the com- | 


General Jackson, too, had ststained | 
the protective policy, and so had Thomas Jefferson | 


159 





the prosperity of the country was in no way depen- 
ent upon the tariffof 1842. A great deal too much 
ad been claimed for this tariff bill by its friends, 
anda great deal too much evil had been charged 
upon it by its enemies. All the prosperity we had 
recently enjoyed, Mr. S. was disposed to attribute to 
an improved currency. He was against free trade, 
against high protective duties and against horizontal 
duties, but, as understood by the reporter, in favor of 
discrimination for sugar. 

Mr. Steenrod, of Virginia, next addressed the com- 
mittee against the protective policy and upon the 
'subject of the espenditures of the government, after 
-which the committee rose and reported progress and 
the house adjourned. 
| Mownpay, Apri 29. Commillee on military affiirs. 
The Speaker announced the appointment of Mr. Jacob 
| Thompson as a member of the committee on military 
affairs, to supply the vacancy created by the decease 
,of Mr. Bossiere. 
| Florida Indians. Mr. Levy, on leave given, offered 
the follwing resolution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, ‘Vhat the secretary of war be required to fur- 
nish to this house copigs of all correspondence between 
ithe departinent, or altro! i's bureaus, with the com- 
l'manding officer jn Florida since the Ist of November, 
(1842, respecting the Indians remaining in said territory 
lend the t given to suid officer 


d 
ih 


orders which have been 
lwith respect to the removal of said Indians trom that 
lterritory or their continuance in i; together with all let- 
}ters from any citizens of Florida which may have been 
addressed to the depariment orreferred to it, respecting 
ithe proper policy to be adopted with said Indians; and 
that he also transmit to this house copies of whatever 
information may have been received of the depariment 
respec!’ ne the recent Indian aggressious and murders in 
Wes’ Florida. 

Texas. Diplomatic corresnondence with Spain. . Mr. 
Lewis asked leave to offer the fullowing resolution, 
which was read for information. 

Resolved, Tiat the president of the United States be 
requested tocomm nicate to this house COpPics ob such 
portions of the correspondence, public or private, in the 
fyears 1516, 1817, 1518, 1819, and 1520, between our 
ministers at the court of Madrid and the depariment of 


hese ministers and the Spanish secreta- 


state, between th 
and between the de partinent of state and 

ithe rsp) ish ministers acc redited to this governinent, 
and which correspondence may not have been hitherto 
; mmunicate d to either house of conere ss and publishe d 
under tre authority of either: Provided, however, ‘Uhat 
» president shall not deem it incompatible with tae 
pablie interest to furnish the copies referred to. 

My. Brinkerhoff and other members objected. 

Mr. Lewis moved that tie rules be suspended to 
enable him to offer the resolution. 
| The rules were suspended by a vote of 119 yeas to 


i : f f 0 
rics OF state, 


23 i ays. 
Me. Davis 
tion, 
Mr. Adams asked Mr. D. to withdraw the demand, 


to enable him to move an amendment striking out 
t 
i 


of Indiana, demanded the previous ques- 


? 


tne proviso. 

Mr. Davis was willing to withdraw, he szid, for 
the purpose of modification of the resolution, but for 
no other purpose. 


| A sugvestion made to Mr. Lewis to modify the re- 
solution in the manner pointed out, drew from him 


an expression of objection on the ground that the re- 
solution would assume an unusual form. 

| Mr. dams said, not at all. ‘There were nume- 
|rous precedents in which that proviso was not in- 
cluded. 

| After a brief conversation Mr. Lewis adopted the 
modification. 

The demand for the previous question was then 
seconded. ‘The main question was ordered, and, be- 
‘ing taken, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Harper niade an ineffectual motion to suspend 
the rules to enable him to make a report. 

The tariff. On motion of Mr. Norris, the house 
resolved itself into committee of the whole on the 
state of the Union; (Mr. Hopkins, of Virguiia, in the 
'chair,) and resumed the consideration of the bill to 
| modify the existing tariff. 

The general debate was continued. ; Ee. 
| . Mr. Weller, arose and spoke against the existing 
| tariff. 

Mr. Ramsey, of Pa., followed in favor of the ex- 
isting taritl, 

Mr. Collamer, next spoke in favor of the existing 
| tariff. 
| Mr. Leonard, followed, in opposition to it. 
| Mr. Uellruine, spoke next, m regret at the discus- 
sion on being at all at present in progress, and in fa- 
existing tariff. 


| 


vor of the 


| <A quoram now not remaining, the committee rose 
Fand the house adjourned. 

Monpay, Aprit 3). The tariff bill was taxen up 

’ cA t 

. “yer . + ' 2. in 

in committee of the whole, and discussed by Messrs. 


|.4. Smith, of N. Y., Boyd, of Kentucky, C. Smith, of 
| Indiana, King, of N. Y¥., and Marsh, of Vermont. 
' The house adjourned. 
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CHRONICLE. Centre of total population in 1840, in [larrison county, 
a Virginia, 38 miles south of Pennsylvania line, 5 miles 
Business Review. Conventions, national, state, and po- | due south of Clarksburg, from Washington North 21, 
litical, have been the order of the week in Baltimore, and | West 175, straight line 177. 
it was difficult to transact any other business, so great has 
been the crowd. Meantime we have observed no change, 
in the curren? of trade since our last, requiring special no- 
tice, except in the lines of transportation of passengers of 
which the owners have had a glorious time of it. Vehicles 
of every description and from every direction, for several 
days come full freighted,—nay crammed with passen- 
gers. 
The Irwinton Bank, at Eufaula, Alabama has failed- 


‘I'wo cotton houses in New York have stopped pay- 
ment. A cotton and woollen factory is going up at 
Natchez, Mississippi. 





Deatus, during the last weck at New York, 131, of 
which 86 were under one year of age; 43 were foreign- 
ers, of whom 23 were from lreland; 7 were colored per- 
sons; 26 died of consumption. 

At Baltimore, 50, of which 14 were under one year of 
age; 10 free colored persons, 1 slave; 11 died of scarlet 
fever, and 9 of consumption. 


Distiutertes. There are 10,306in the U. S. of which 
New York has 212, and Pennsylvania 1,010. Delaware 
has none, North Carolina z 802; Louisiana 5, &e. &e. 
New York produces 11,973, 815 gallons. North Caroli- 
; g t na 1.054.979 gallons. Mussachusetts has 37 and makes 
l'un Exports from New Orleans during the quarter | 5 177.919 oallons 
ending 31st March, amounted to more than $19,000,000,; "=" * . 
and more than double those of any previous quarter. Exprepition To tHE Mountains _ We understand that 

an expedition under the superintendance of the Jesuits of 
' St. Louis University, will nom this city for the Rocky 
chants’ Magazine, furnished from the Treasury se mountains, about the last of the present month. ‘Those 
ment, it appears that the amount of specie imporied INM- | wishing totake a trip to the mountains for health or 
to the United States in the year 1843 was $23 742 634. | pleasure. will find this an excellent opportunity. Every 
Of this amount $17,261,470 wag in gold, and 96 032,075 | arrangement will be made to render the expedition pleas- 
in silver. ‘T'his is greater, by a t $6,000,000, than the | ange, (St. Louis Rep 
jinports of any year since 1321, he amount exported ait 
in 1843 was $3,118,399. Thistable shows a gratifying 
increase of ihe precious metalsin the country, which wlil 

. ' ae LS Gs ~1Pre nh, 

tend still further to give stability to our currency. Free Cuurcy or Scornanp. J! is announced in the 

Axsonirion—Statistics. We find the following table | New York papers by Hugh Auchineloss, treasurer, that 
in a northern paper, showing the abolition vote in the | the amount reecived by him for accountol the Free- 
fourteen free states, and the increase in the last four | Church of Scotland up to April,1, 1844, was $26,965- 


Erreet or rae TARIFY. From a table in Hunw’s Mer- 


Aw Eartuauake, was felt at the Island of St. Thomas, 
on the 13th of April. No material injury ascertained. 
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The U.S. frigate Constitution, com. Kearney With 
com. Jones on board, and the U 8. brig Chipola, com 
GarpDNeR, have arrived at Norfolk, from Rio. Comm. 
dore Jones came in her as a passenger. 

Phe Army and Navy Chronicle says—Commodore 
JonEs returns home in obedience to the published orders 
of the secretary of the navy, dated in January, 1843 
which were only seen by him. it appears, in the public 
newspapers, as he had not received a sizzle letter, rejst- 
ing to his command, from the secretary of the navy, since 
we left the United Siates. in Deeember, 1841.” 

Death of commander J, D. Williamson. A Vlavanag 
correspondent of the Charleston Mercury announces tho 
death from hemorrhage of the lungs on the Vith inst. a- 
bout 45 milesin the interior, of commander Jonathan fp. 
Williamson, U.S. N. 


Gen. Porrer’s Prorerty. The Black Rock and 
Buffallo property left by Gen. Peter B. Porter, is vay. 
ed at $400 000, 


Ruope Isnanp. The trial of Thomas W. Dorr, fir 
treason, commenced before the aupreme court of Rhode 
Island, at Newport, on the 28th ult. The attorney 
general proposed to ask each juryman before swearines 
him, whether he voted for the “neople’s constitution 
so called, and wheather he believed it to be the Jaw of 
the land, also, if he had voted for the prisoner for Gov. 
ernur under the constitution, and if he believed him to 
have been the legal Governor of the state at the time 
when he was charged with the commission of treas: na- 
ble ac:s. Upon these questions the court were divided 
in opinion, and they were rejected. 


— 


Rocks. Near the Island of Corfree, there is a rock 
which has the appearance of a vessel under sail. the an- 
cients imagined it was the Phenician vessel which car- 
ried Ulysses to his country and which was metamor- 
phosed into stone to revenge his son, Pelyphemus — 
There are two other rocks, one on the coast of Patago- 
nia, and the other near the coast of California, which 
present the same form. and which have often deceived 
mariners. There is also one of these strange rocks 








rcars:— 23. 

States. 1840, 1S8il. 1842, 1843. 
Nsint 194 1662 2983 6361, [ce TRADE. There were shipped from the port of Bos- 
New Hampshire hl 2 353 3.110 2.564 | 100, during the last year, 55,000 tons of ice. It is deli- 
ia 319 2794 209] 3 265 Yered on ae board generally at $225 per ton. One 

ae all - 2-99 "499 % firm, Gage, Hittenger & Co freighted with it 101 vessels 
Massachusetts, 1,415 3,722 6,422 9.133 > peed ; 
Connecticut 174 1,319 1.777 1.872 last season. I[tis regularly shipped to Bombay, Canton, 
Raw York . 2 803 5 882 7431 16.125 |Madras, Caleutta, Mauritias, and all ports of conse- 
“taal xb aay *o 9'4)7 /quence in warm climates. One cargo was recently ship- | 
Pennsylvania, 312 818 },114 2.417 J . ; 5 
Ohio 901 2818 5439 6 470 ped io the East Indies, and exchanged pound for pound, | 
Tinos 150 527 931 1954 ‘for cotton, and the latter taken to Liverpool, thus reali- | 
Michie 393 858 1665 9773 zinga very profitable voyage. ‘This trade is very ad- | 
, lichigan, = 9) 00 449 vantnoeous t 1] sind d and ‘eain tae efits tl 4 
Indiana 00 v0 960 95) Vantageous to all concerned, and even benefits the lum- | 
iinanaiin 00 00 00 ;97, ber men and saw mills of Maine, 5S. much saw dust is: 
Rh “ia teland 42 00 00 yy required in packing the ice for shipment, that it sells for, 
N <a ia ‘ie 69 00 00 09 three dollars a cord, and one vessel is constantly em- | 

we wereras : ployed in freighting it from the saw mills on the Penob-| 

Total, 6,865 20,636 34,716 54,257 | 8¢0t to Boston. | 


Atapama—U. S. Senator. The Hon. Dixon H. Lew- | Ir11nats.—Land sales. The sales of lands in this state | 
is has been appointed by the Governor of the State of commenced at myn: le, Til, on the Ist ult. During a 
Alabama to fill the vacanev in the Senate of the United | week,sales amounted to only four or live thousand acres, 
States occasioned by the resignation of Col. King. | at prices ranging from three to six dollars per acre. It 
Hlales OCcasione . ° ad was generally believed that a few more acres would at the} 
Army. The Pensacola Gaz. of the 29:h says “Licut. | present time be sold. ‘The quantity of those lands is 259,. | 
A. Montgomery, with forty men, all of the 7ih infantry, | 000 acres. which are located in the different parts of the | 
left here on Tuesday last for the Choetawlatchee, on |state. The law under whicti the sale is made, authori- 
another expedition azainst the Indians. We learn that | zes the disposal of the lands for scrip or coupons, and | 





they will be absent ten days. 

Bert Maxine This is a great business in Cincinnati. 
There are in that city nine or ten Brassand Bell FPoun- 
ders, who give constant employment to between 60 and 
70 hands, and manufacture to the amount ef more than 
$30,000 per annum. ‘The Cincinnati Gazete gives a list 
of the bells cast at one of these establishments during the 
past year. The number is 104, and the »ggregate 
weivlt 1s 40,467 lbs. Oue ofthe bells weighed more 
than 2000 pounds. 

Cou. Benton on annexaron. The Globe contains a 
long letter from col. Benton, addressed ‘To the mem- 
bers of the Texian congress, in answer to their commn- 
nication to him, expressing their wish to be admitted into 
the American Union.” He objects in the same spirit that 
Mr. Van Buren’s letter objects to the measure, in the 
present posture of affairs. 

Centre or Porunation. Dr. Patterson, derector of 
the U.S. Mint at Philadelphia, delivered a lecture be- 
tore the Nacional Institute, on the best mode of ascer- 


tain ng the centre of population of a county or state, | 


and of the Union. He stated that the centre of repre- 
sentative population of the United States, was, at the 
date of each census, as follows: 


In 1790, in Baltimore county, Maryiand, 13 miles | 
south of the Pennsylvania line, and 17 miles north of | 


Baltimore. Distance from Washington: north 46, east 
22, in a siraight line 51 miles. 

In 1800, in Carroll county, Maryland, 7 miles south of 
Pennsylvania line, and? nules northeast of Westmin- 
sier. Distance from Washington: north 52, east 9, straighi 
ine 53. ; 

In 1810, in Adams county, Pennsylvania, 5 niles 
north of Mason & Dixon’s line, and 17 west of Geitys- 
burg. Distance from Washington: north 64, west 3v, 
straight line 73. as Bas 

In 1820. in western part of Morgan county, Virginise 
10 mmijes west, south west of Bath, one mile from = the 
Potomac, from Washington: North 47, West 71, straigh 
line 86. 

In 1839, in Hampshire county Virginia, opposite to 
Westernport, Maryland, and 20 miles northwest of 
Romney, 16 miles south of Pennsylvania line; from 
Washington: North 43, West §7, straight line 117, 

In 1340, Marion county, Virginia, 23 miles south ef 
Pennsyivania line, 19 miles northeast of Clarksburg. 
from Washington North 36, West 160, straight line 
105 


| for state bonds, which will not become due in less than} 


twenty or thirty years. ‘The price put upon the land is 
| not, therefore, the cash price, but is governed by their 
prospective value sume ten or fifteen years hence. This 
(1s done because a partof the stipulated payment is not 
‘cash, but state bonds not yet due. 

| Louisiana—Judicial appointment. The Governor of 
Louisiana has appointed John Nelsoa Carrigan, esq. 
Judge of the city court of L.-fayette, vice C. B. Etiiot, 
removed, 


| 

| Maryianp—Stvie Tures. Commissioners of Carrel] 
| collector of the state tax. 
/Governor to make the appoiniment. 





Missourt—"The beginning of an important trade. A 
!boat arrived at our landing last ‘Thursday, from Jasper 


‘county, Mo. via Spring river, Pomme de Terre and Ne-| 


shoo, owned by Messrs. Hornback & Kerr. with the fol- 
llowing cargo; 40,000 |bs. beef and pork, saited and in 
i bulk; 1400 Ibs. butter, 1000 Ids. tallow, and a large cuan- 
tity of lard.” [Van Buren Intel. 
| Jasper county is one of the frontier counties in Mis- 
|souri. ‘The boat which brought this produce to the Van 
Buren landing had to pass through the Seneca and Creek 
evidence of the developement of the resources of the far 
west, and the idustry and enterprise of the people. 

[N. O. Tropic. 


Navan. The Vincennes, U.S. ship, Cap. Buchanan, 
sai'ed from Pensacvla 2ist inst. for the W. Indies, 
| The Potomac, frigate, sailed at the same time for Veri 
'Croz. The French brig of war Geitfon sailed fron 
| Pensacola on the 15h ult. for the W. Indies. 

A naval court martial convened at the navy yard, Pen- 
sacola, on the 22d ult. for the trial of Lieut. J. W. West, 
and R. C. Cogdell. 

The Constitution, U.S frigate from Norfolk reached 
the North river on the 23th ult. and anchored near the 
North Carolina, ship of the line. 

TheU.S steamship Union, vuilt on the plan of Lieut. 
Hunter, made an excursion down the Potomac on Mon- 
day evening for the purpose of exhibuiing ber qualities. 
Members of congress, heads of departments &c. were, 
fuvited to witness her perfurmance. She has since reach 
ed Baltimore whose citizens haye been poiitely invited to 
vitsit her, 








‘toms union, has been completed, and was received 


und 
| stand, be Immediately transmitted by the President to 
the Sena‘e. 


| fork of the river Platte. 
‘success{ni. 


| County, by a vote of 5 to 4. have refused to appoint a | 
1é 


The law now requires the! , s 
. iM ~~! menced early, and for a time gave fair promise, but have 


/ ring. 


nations, Verily, it is grattying to record such a cheering | 


near the Island of St. Thomas, and which is called “Sail 
rock,” having ata distance every appearance of a vessel 
under sail. 


Sreamine it. ‘Talk about vour northern steamboats,” 
said a Mississippi fireman the other day, “you haint had 
a biler burst for fiveyears. Don’t require no spunk to 
navigate them waters—any fool can do it, but Ht takes a 
man, stranger, to ride one of these ere alligator boat's 
head on toa sawyer, high pressure and valve soddered 
down, six hundred passengers on board and every soul 
endangered .” 


A Sonar Rarxpow. A beautiful and rare phenome- 
na, was visible for some time un Tuesday last, the 30 h 
ult. at Baltimore. 

Treascry notes ‘The amonnt of treasury notes out- 
standing on the Ist inst., it is officially stated, was $2, - 
464,653 65. 


TreasTY wits Prussia. The Madisonian of the £9.h 
ult. says “We undersiand that a treaty, negotiated by Mr. 


Vheaton, our minister at Berlin, with the German ecnes- 
} } 


wy 132 
inder- 


President on Thursday. 


The treaty will, we 
P| 


Tue Fur Travers. Capteaiff Cabanne, with a portion 

of his company, has arrived at St. Louis from the nerih 

They report their trip as very 

The reverse is reported of the trade on the 
south fork of the Platte and on the Upper Arkansas. 


THe FisueRtes, upon the Potomac, this season com- 


failed to furnish the usual abundance of shad and hr r- 
Shad commanded $7 to $8 per hundred. Her- 
rings $3 to $3,25 per thousand. 


Tee creat “Great Berra” steamer, still remains 
in Bristol inner harbor, being built teo large to pass the 
dock gates that separate that sheet of water from the 
| Avonriver. ‘The journals are amusing themselves ct 
| ) lon can bacslaants ;' ee 3 } . 

ithe blunder. It is believed that she is intended to ren to 
| New York, when she gets out. 

| YVrrcinxta Evecrion. ‘There are some twelve or fif'cen 
-countics not yet heard from. The general result so far 
as ascertained with certainty, is, that the whigs will have 
_adecided majority of the dclegates, but whether quiie 


|suflicient to overbalance the majority of ten, which ticir 


| opponents have in the senate, is admitted by both partes 
(to be yetin some doubt. The Richmond Whig saye, 
| they are confident of the wligs having it. The Rici- 
Lmnond Enygwrer thinks that they, the Van Buren pariy, 

i have a majority of two or four on Joint ballot. The 
Pwhigs jo-t a senetor in Accomac county, though their 
i delegates were elected by considerable majorities. 

Mr. Bayty, (V. B.) is elected tocongress from Wi e's 
district,—majority variously stated, from 6 to 72 over 
Carrer. (W.) 

Mr. Gocain. (W.) is eleeted to sneceed Gov. Gitmen, 
by a majority appruaching two hundred. 

~The aggregate vote it is believed will show a majority 
in favor of the whigs, but some of the heavy party coun- 
ties did not give a tull vote. 


Mr. Wessrer, having been particularly invited, arriv- 
ed at Baltimore in time to attend the whig ratification 
convention, and made several speeches in favor of the 
whig nominees for president and vice president. 




























































































